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\1rlS'€6 LETTERS OF TRANSMITTAL. 



In the Senate of the United States, 

March 12, 190^. 
Resolved, That the Secretary*of the Interior be directed to transmit 
to the Senate the report of Dr. Sheldon Jackson upon "The intro- 
duction of domestic reindeer into the district of Alaska." 
Attest: Charles* G. Bennett, 

Se(yretary, 
By H. M. Rose, Chief Clerk. 

[ladorsement.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington^ March H, 190 Ii,, 
Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Education, for imme- 
diate compliance with the within resolution, with return of this paper. 

Thos. Ryan, Acting Secretary. 



Department of the Interior, 

Washlngtfm, March 15, 1904^ 

Sir: I am in receipt of Senate resoUition of the 12th instant — 

That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to transmit to the Senate the 
report of Dr. Sheldon Jackson upon "The introduction of domestic reindeer into the 
district of Alaska." 

In response thereto, I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of 
a letter from the Commissioner of Education forwarding the report 
indicated in the above-mentioned resolution, together with its accom- 
panying maps and illustrations. 

Very respectfully, E. A. Hitchcock, 

Secretary. 
The President of the Senate pro tempore. 



Department of the Interior, 

Bureau of Education, 
Washington ^ D, 6\, March 15, 190If,. 
Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge, by reference from you, a 
copy of a resolution adopted by the Senate of the United States on 
March 12, 1904, "directing the Secretary of the Interior to transmit 
to the Senate the report of Dr» Sheldon Jackson upon the introduc- 
tion of domestic reindeer into the district of Alaska for 1903." 

In compliance with said resolution, I have the honor to forward 
herewith the report of the United States general agent for education 
in Alaska on the subject and covering the period named. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. T. Harris, Commissioner. 
The honorable the Secretary of the Interior. 
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In the Senate of the United States, 

March 12, 190^. 
Resolved, That the Socretary*of the Interior be directed to transmit 
to the Senate the report of Dr. Sheldon Jackson upon "The intro- 
duction of domestic reindeer into the district of Alaska." 
Attest: Chaules' (J. Bennett, 

Secretary, 
By II. M. Rose, 6'A/./ Clerk. 

[iBdontenicnt.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Wa^/un(/tf/fi, March H, 1904, 
Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of t^lucjition, for imme- 
diate compliance with the within resolution, with return of this paper. 

Thos. Ryan, Acthuj Secretary, 



Department of the Interior, 

WaM)ujton, March 15, 1904, 

Sir: I am in receipt of Senate resolution of the 12th instant — 

Tliat the Setrretary of tlu* Interior l)t^ <lireettMl to transmit to the Senate the 
n'|)ort of Dr. Sheldon Jacknon upon "The introduction of domestic reindeer into the 
diHtrict of Alaska.'* 

In response thereto, I have the honor to tninsmit herewith copy of 
a letter from the Commissioner of Education forwarding the report 
indicated in the al)ove-mentioned resolution, together with its accom- 
panying maps and illustrations. 

Very respectfully, E. A. Hitchcock, 

Secretnry, 
The President of the Senate pro temi»ore. 



Department of the Interior, 

Bureau of Education, 
Wa^huujfofi, I), r., March 15, 1904. 
Sir: I have the honor to a<'know ledge, by reference from you, a 
copy of a resolution lulopted by the Senate of the United States on 
March 12, VM)4, ''directing the Secret^iry of the Interior to tmnsmit 
to the Senate the rei)ort of Dr. Sheldon Jackson upon the introduc- 
tion of domestic reindeer into the district of Alaska for 1903." 

In compliance with said resolution, I have the honor to forward 
herewith the reix)rt of the United States general agent for education 
in Alaska on the subject and covering the period named. 
Very respectfully, your ol)edient servant, 

W. T. Harris, CommiMxloncr, 

The hoiionible the Secretary of the Interior. 
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THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 

ON THE 

INTRODUCTION OF DOMLSTIC RKINDEER INTO ALASKA. 



Department of the Interior, 
Bureau of Education, Alaska Division, 

W(whingt(m^ D, C, , Decemhcr 67, 190S, 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the thirteenth annual report on the 
introduction of reindeer into Alaska. The winter of 1902-3 was one 
of unusual severity, both as to the degree of cold and depth of snow. 
In many sections, especially along the coast, there was a succession of 
thawing and freezing of the snow until several layers of ice and crust 
had been formed so thick that even the hard hoofs of the reindeer 
could not dig down to the moss, and in those sections it became neces- 
sary to drive the reindeer farther away from the coast, where these 
conditions did not exist. Notwithstanding the unfavorable conditions, 
the reindeer did surprisingly well. During the spring of 1903, 1,877 
fawns were born and lived. The reindeer multiply rapidly. From 
the 1,280 reindeer which have been imported from Siberia between 
the years 1892 and 1903 and from their natural increase, 7,983 living 
fawns have l)een born in Alaska. Commencing with 79 fawns surviv- 
ing in the spring of 1893, over 500 were born in 1898 and over 1,000 
in 1901, and it is reasonable to expect that over 2,000 will l)e Iwrn in 
the spring of 1904. Thus the herds are increasing by a progressive 
increment and doubling their number by birth every three years. 

At present th^re are 6,505 reindeer gathered in eleven herds at 
nine central stations. Seventy-five persons have an ownership in these 
deer. They are distributed as follows: 2,841 l^elong to 68 Eskimo 
herders; 741 are loaned to missionary stations of the Norwegian Evan- 
gelical Synod, the Swedish Evangelical Union, the Presbyterian, 
Moravian, Roman Catholic, and Friends; 500 loaned to 5 Laplanders; 
650 owned by 5 Laplanders; 1,435 are the property of the Evangelical 
Swedish Union, the Episcopal, Presbyterian, Norwegian Evangelical 
S^'nod, Moravian, Friends, and Roman Catholic mission stations; and 
338 are still remaining in the Government herds to be hereafter loaned. 

The reindeer are held by their owners subject to the conditions of a 
written agreement with the United States which prevents the slaughter 

9 



10 INTRODUCTION OF DOMESTIC REINDEER INTO ALASKA. 

of the female deer for meat and the sale of female deer to an}' other 
party than the Government, and insures the instruction of the appren- 

"^ tice in the arts of training and breaking the deer to harness. Surplus 
male deer are allowed to be sold to miners or others for meat or trans- 
portation purposes. The Eskimo apprentice during the five years of 
his tmining is supported and clothed either by the Government, the 
mission station, or a herder, according as he is employed by one or the 
other of these parties. In addition to food and clothing he is allowed 
,the loan of two female deer per year, upon which he must place his 
mark and consider the deer and her offspring as the beginning of a 
future herd, subject to Government limitations. If at the end of five 
years the apprentice is judged to be skilled in the training of reindeer, 
he is loaned a sufficient number of additional deer to increase his hold- 
ing to 50 animals. These deer are usually retained in the general herd 
under the care of an experienced Lapp and the supervision of the 
mission station with which the herder is connected. This general 
supervision extends for twenty years, at the termination of which the 
•Government or missionary station gives up all supervision or control. 
If, however, during this period of twenty years the herder indulges 
in a protracted season of intemperance, abandons, or otherwise fails 
to care for the herd, the Government is at liberty to dispossess him of 
its loan, and reloan the same to other parties who may give evidence 
of itiaking a better use of the loan. This works no injustice to the 
individual herder, as the herder during the five years of his appren- 
ticeship has had from the Government or missionary station regular 
food and substantial clothing, far better than he would have had if 
he had remained away from the herd. The same is true after the 
years of his apprenticeship are ended; he will continue to receive food 
and clothing from his herd. When an apprentice becomes a herder 
Jie is expected to secure the support of himself and family by the sale 
of surplus male deer to butchers and miners, and expected to train 
some other apprentice. In most cases this apprentice is some member 
of the herder's famil3\ There are now 25 Eskimo herders who have 

^served an apprenticeship of five years or more, supported at the dif- 
ferent stations. The herders have 01 Eskimos now under training as 

. apprentices who do not own any deer. As many of the herders have 
families of growing children and relatives living with them, it is esti- 
mated that at least 300 natives are now obtaining their support from 
the deer. 

Thus for the $183,000 appropriated up to the present year b>' the 
Government for the introduction of reindeer into Alaska, the Govern- 
ment has to show 0,505 reindeer used for the instruction and support 
of al)out 300 Eskimos. 

On January 3, 1903, the Commissioner of Education, with the ap- 
proval of the Secretary of the Interior, made an agreement with the 
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Northeastern Siberian Company (Limited) for the delivery of 800 
female reindeer by said company to the Government at the Teller 
reindeer station. The company is reported to have secured in Siberia 
700 deer in fulfillment of its agreement with the Government, but 
before navigation opened in northern Bering Sea the Russian Govern- 
ment recalled its permission to export the deer to Alaska. On account 
of this action of the Russian Government no deer were exported from 
Siberia to Alaska during the year. 

PERSONNEL. 

General superintendent: Carl O. Lind, M. D., Unalaklik, Al&ska. 

Local superintendents: Samuel R. Spriggs, Point Barrow; Dana H. 
Thomas, Kotzebue; Hugh J. Lee, Cape Prince of Wales; Tolef L. 
Brevig, Teller; EMgar O. Campbell, M. D., Gamble (St. Lawrence 
Island); O. P. Anderson, Golofnin; Carl O. Lind, M. D., Unalaklik 
(Eaton); Adolf Stecker, Kuskokwin; Julius Jett^, Nulato. 

Laplander teachers: Alfred Salmonsen Nilima, Kotzebue; Isak 
Andersen Bango, Nulato; Nils Klemetsen, Teller; Per Larsen Anti 
and Ole Pulk, Gamble; Ole Olesen liahr and Nils Persen Bals Una- 
laklik (Eaton); Per Nilsen lials, Nulato; Nils Sam and Per Spein, 
Bethel, Kuskokwim Valley. 

Kskimo herders and apprentices: 

Point Barrow: Ahlook, Electoona, Shoudla, Tokpuk, Pani^eo, 
Segevan, Paneoneo, Powun, Ungawishok, Otpelle, Ingnoven. 

Kotzebue: Okamon, Oghoalook, Minungon. 

Cape Prince of Wales: George Ootenna, Stanley Kivyearzruk, James 
Keok, Thomas Sokweena, Frank lyatunkuk, Joseph Enungwouk, 
Sinrok, Karmun, Oblec, Ongnalook, Masoak, Oknaklook, Teomok, 
Peter Ibiono, Oklwak, and Erheruk. 

Gambell (St. Lawrence Island): Sepilla, Putlkinhok, and Pinink. 

Teller: Ablikak, Dunnak, Sckeoglook, Serawlook, Sagealook, Cox- 
rook, jr., Kotezuk, Neeluk, Mi's. Imnmklina, Nunasarlook, Ehrnak, jr., 
Ahberina, Etugeeuk, Ahneemausook, Emausrook, Dora, Elahkan, 
Ogeelesook. 

Golofnin: Constantine, Toktok, Tautook, Ahmahkdoolik, Pamak- 
cheerk, Albert Angotak, Benjamin Jutmans, Peter Egelak, Mrs. 
Dexter. 

Unalakleet: Moses, Okitkon, Tatpan, Nellagoroak, Stephen Ivanoff, 
Mary Andrewuk, Kotoak, Angalook, Sagoonuk, Accebuk, Avogook, 
Amikravinik, Sakpillok, Koutchok, Moses Koutchok. Big One. 

Nulato: Stephen Annu, Alexander Kulana, and John Rorondelel. 

Kuskokwim: Wasili and Rol)ert. 
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STATIONS. 

Poi7}t Barrmc. — The annual supplies for the herders and apprentices 
at this station, shipped from San Francisco in May laat, failed to reach 
Point Barrow on account of the unusual ice conditions. The schooner 
Mddsen reached within about 100 miles of the station, when it was 
compelled to turn back; the supplies were returned to San Francisco. 
This would have left the station dependent upon the reindeer herd for 
almost its entire subsistence. Fortunately, however, some supplies 
were procured from the whalers as they were starting on their return 
trip to San Francisco. In view of the failure of the annual mail and 
supplies to reach Point Barrow, it has been decided to establish an 
additional station south of Point Barrow at the edge of the summer 
ice fields. Counsel was taken of Captains Tuttle and Healy, also of 
Lieut. D. H. Jarvis, of the Revenue-Cutter Service, with reference 
to the best point on the coast that could unfailingly be reached every 
summer, and upon their suggestions Wainwright Inlet has been 
selected and this coming summer it is hoped to erect the necessary 
buildings and start the station. 

This new station will be of much assistance in operating the new 
winter reindeer mail route, which has been established by thePost- 
Office Department at Washington between Kotzebue and Point Bar- 
row, a round trip of about 1,500 miles. 

It is recommended by Doctor Marsh, superintendent of the Point 
Barrow reindeer station, that Ahlook, Shoudla, and Paneoneo, with 
their reindeer, be sent to the new Wainwright Inlet station, and that 
Electoona and Otpelle be sent to the Kivalena River, near Point Hope. 

Lieut. I). II. Jarvis, who was in charge of the famous reindeer relief 
expedition to the whalers at Point Barrow in the winter of 1897-98, 
suggests, as the result of liis experience, that relay stations be estab* 
lished, conunencing with Kotzebue, in the following order: First, at a 
point KW) miles north of Kotzebue (Corwin Lagoon); second, at Kiva- 
lena River, near Point Hope; third, in the neighborhood of the coal 
mines at Cape Lisburne; fourth, about midway between the coal mines 
and the Wainwright Inlet sUition; fifth, Wainwright Inlet; sixth, at 
a point between Ca^^ Beaufort and Kukpowruk. 

During the wintc^r of 1902-3 an epidemic broke out among the ani- 
mals in the neighborhood of Point Iferrow, called by the natives 
" muUo kully " or crazy. The dogs died by scores; the mission station 
lost 7 dogs, the whaling st^ition out of 70 dogs savinl only 12; some 
families lost every dog they owned. The disease extended to the 
foxes and »lso to the reindeer. Natives out trapping could walk 
around and knock sick foxes in the head. 

Kotzelnw, — The winter of 1902-3 was one of unusual severity, the 
thermometer registering 54^ below zero and the snow lying with an 
average depth of 7 feet. Notwithstanding the depth of snow and 
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the difficulty of the reindeer procuring food, the grown deer came 
through the winter without any losses from starvation and in fairly 
good condition. The effect of the difficult}^ of securing sufficient 
food was found in an unusual number of deaths among the fawns. 
The superintendent reports a growing interest in the reindeer upon 
the part of the natives, and he states that now w ithout exception the 
young men are glad of the opportunity to be taken into the herd 9» 
apprentices. He recommends that the peninsula between Hotham 
Inlet and Kotzebue Sound shall be set apart by the President as a 
reindeer reserve. 

Caj}e Prince of Wale^, — Six of the herders at this station have accu- 
mulated a sufficient number of deer to be self-supporting. Next yea* 
another will enter upon self-support, and in the following year, 1905, 
there will be two others. Four of the Eskimo herders in the fall of 
1902 ordered their supplies at San Francisco. These supplies were 
sent up during the past summer and aggregtited in value $4,200. This 
sum included lumber bought by one of the Eskimo herders for a five- 
room house, 30 by 20 feet in size. In addition to these independent 
E^imo owners there are five mission apprentices and five herders 
apprentices, making 10 Eskimos who have an actual interest in this 
herd. The past w inter was not a favorable one for the herds, there 
being an unusual depth of snow and an unusual amount of ice formed 
from the December rains, followed by severe cold. This icy crust to 
the snow made it difficult for the deer to dig through to procure moss. 

Gambell (St, Ixiicrence Island), — The report notes that in many level 
places the snow covered the ground to a depth of 10 feet, an average, 
however, not being over 2 feet. During the season five sets of pack 
harness and two additional sleds were made. Frequent trips were 
made during the summer looking for stray deer and especially in 
familiarizing the herders with the best pasturage for the deer and 
good camping places for the men. During the winter of 1902-3 a long 
reindeer-sled trip was made around the island in search of wrecked 
sailors that were said to be upon the island. The report proved to be 
a canard. An epidemic of bronchitis and hydrophobia carried off a 
large numl^r of dogs, and among them the Lapp herding dogs, so 
that now there are none in connection with the herd. 

At this village there has always been a difficulty in securing appren- 
tices that have taken any real interest in the reindeer. 

Teller. — On the 20th of December, 1903, 100 reindeer belonging to 
the Government in this herd were loaned to Nils Klemetsen and 
removed to his station at Golofnin. With him were the Eskimo 
herder, Tautook, with 108 deer, and Ahmukdoolik, with 10 deer. 
Fifty -seven additional deer belonging to the Government were driven 
to Unalakleet and loaned to Nils Sara. In March, 1903, a white man 
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who had traded whiskey to the herder for reindeer meat was con- 
victed and sentenced to jail for five months. The herder and his 
brother-in-law, both of whom had become drunk and disorderly, were 
convicted and sentenced. The orphanage of the Norwegian Lutheran 
Mission at Teller is reported as caring for 30 Eskimo children. 

Eaton {Unalahlet't), — On September 6, 1902, the two herds were 
driven from their summer quarters on the peninsula to their winter 
pasturage, the main herd under the supervision of Ole O. Bahr to 
South River, and the other in charge of Per Spein to a river still 
farther east. 

On Noveml>er 17, 1902, Nils Klemetsen, Nils Sara, and Nallagorook 
were sent to Teller to bring back the Government deer which were at 
that point. Returning to Unalakleet early in February, in accordance 
with contract, Klemetsen received the loan of 100 deer. On February 
5 Nils Sara and Per Spein, with their families and herds, were started 
for their new station at Bethel, on the Kuskokwim. They were assisted 
on the journey by Nils Klemetsen and the native herder Tatpan. The 
two herds were fat and strong and skid to have been the finest ever 
sent out from Eaton. Soon after they had left Unalakleet storms 
commenced that lasted through February, March, and April. After 
many hardships they reached the Yukon River in the neighlx>rhood of 
Andreafski. Crossing the river on the ice they found that on the 
south side the moss was covered with such a heavy coating of solid 
ice that the reindeer were unable to secure pasturage, and they were 
compelled to retrace their steps to the northern side of the river and 
go into camp, where they have been compelled to remain, suffering 
much inconvenience, from the Ist of April to November 25. The 25th 
of November the journey was resumed and Bethel was finally reached 
December 3, 1903. 

On the 5th of April the Eaton herd was driven from its winter 
quarters to the fawning ground on the south side of Shatolik Moun- 
tain, about 40 miles distant. The station reports an unusual depth of 
snow and severe cold, the thermometer registering at one time 72"^ 
below zero. 

On the 20th of April Nils Bals and family arrived after a hard trip 
from the Kuskokwim, and later Mr. Bals was placed in charge of 
Mary's herd. 

Nulato, — The station reports during the winter of 1902-3 that the 
usual winter pasturage was covered with 7 feet of snow and the herd 
was transferred 10 or 15 miles south of Nulato, where the snow was 
not so deep. 

During the sununer Isaak Bango, Laplander in charge, was trans- 
ferred to the Teller station, his place being taken by Nils Persen Bals. 

Bethel (Kuskohmm River), — Mr. Bals and his son, who had been in 
charge of the herd at this station for two years, in February la«t 
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resigned and returned to Unalakleet. Messrs. Sara and Spein, who 
were started in February last to take the phice of the Messrs. Bals, 
were storm-stayed at Andreafski and detained there until November. 
It is ho[)ed that they finally arrived in safety at Bethel about the 
close of 1908. 

8UPEKVI80K OF REINDEER. 

Carl O. Lind, M. D., a medical missionary of the Swedish Evan- 
gelical Church, and a former teacher of the United Shites Bureau of 
Education in Akiska, lias been appointed supervisor of the reindeer 
herds in Alaska, with headquarters at Unalakleet. 



STATISTICAL TABIiES. 

SjHjcial attention is called to the gratif^^ng progress of the reindeer 
enterprise, as exhi])ited in the following tables. 

llenh of rclndnr, — The following table shows the number of fawns 
born during the spring of 1903 and the number of domestic reindeer 
in the nine herds in Alaska, Jul}^ 1, 1903: 

Numfjer^ diMribul'um^ and owrurship (if domestic reindeer in Alanka. 

OWNERSHIl* AT I'OINT BARROW. 



Owners. 



Mijviion and Oovcmmcnl 

Ahl(K>k ( Eskimo) 

Klect4M»na ( KHkiiuo) 

Shoudla (Ojello) Enkimo 

Tukpuk and son Panigeo (KNkimo) 

Segcvan (Eskimo) 

Panconeo ( EMkimo) 

Powun ( Eflkimo) 

UnKawishok ( Eskimo) 

Otpello (Eskimo) 

lugnuven ( Eskimo) 



AdultH. 
Male. ! Female. 



Fawns, 1903. 



Total. Male 



Female. I ToUil. 



Total 



450 :. 



162 



Total. 



188 

140 

113 

55 

38 

31 

25 

21 

21 

22 

8 



612 



OWNERSHIP AT KOTZEBUE. 



Government 

Miiwion 

Nillma 

Okamon (Enkimo) .. 
OKlivalek (F^Hkimo). 
WimunKen (Eskimo) 
White miners , 



Total 



OWNERSHIP AT CAPE PRINCE OF WALES. 



Americau MisRionary Association. 

Ootenna, (Jeoree (Efikimo) 

Keok. James (Eskimo) , 

Kivyearzruk. Stanley (E.«5kimo) ... 

Sokweena, Thomas (Eskimo) 

Ennngwouk, JosH^ph ( F>kimo) . . . . 

Ivatiinkuk, Frank (E.««kirao) , 

Kbiana, Peter (Eskimo) , 

Oklmok (Eskimo) 

Erhenik (Eskimo) 



122 

53 

60 

39 

17 

13 

14 

4 

6 

5 



303 
119 
98 
100 
6;) 
25 
23 
11 
12 
11 



Total 



333 



765 



425 

172 

158 

139 

80 

38 

37 

15 

18 

16 



31 
27 



1,098 



75 
34 
36 



50 


145 
17 


195 








19 


22 


2-2 


44 


16 


18 


34 


25 


25 


50 


1 


2 


3 


1 


1 


2 


1 


2 


3 




•> 




1 


2 


3 


1 


1 


2 


1 ' " 








88 


186 


'274 


49 


51 


100 



169 
65 
63 



38 


24 


6-2 


16 


21 


37 


1 


5 


12 


7 


6 


13 


1 


3 


4 




2 


2 








221 


206 


427 



195 
80 
84 
5 
5 
5 
5 



379 



594 

237 

221 

201 

117 

50 

50 

19 

20 

16 



1,525 
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Number f distributiorit and ownership of domestic reindeer in Alaska — Continued. 
OWNERSHIP AT GAMBELL (ST. LAWRENCE ISLAND). 





Owners. 


Male. 


Adulte. 


Total. 


FawTiH, 1903. 


Total. 




Female. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


QovemmeDt 






100 






54 


154 















OWNERSHIP AT TELLER. 



Qovemment 

Misfdon 

Ablikak(EHkimo).... 

Dunnak ( Eskimo) 

Sekeofflook (Eskimo) 
Serawlook (Eskimo) . 
Sagealook (Eskimo).. 
Cox rook (Eskimo) ... 
Ehrnak (Eskimo) 



Total 



94 
43 
23 
25 



185 



25 
103 
74 
32 
23 
1 



25 

197 

117 

55 

48 

1 



258 



443 



51 
24 
11 



2 

14 
1 
1 



104 



1 
33 
16 

18 



5 

11 

5 

5 



94 



OWNERSHIP AT GOLOFNIN BAY. 



1 
84 
40 
29 



7 

25 

6 

6 



196 



26 

281 

157 

84 

48 

8 

25 

6 

6 



641 



Mission 

Conjttantine (Eskimo). 

Toktok (Eskimo) 

Nils Klemetsen 



o)-.. 
Eski 



Tautook (Eskimo 
Ahmahkdoolik ( lllskimo) 
Pamakehcerk, J. (Eskimo) . . . 
Angotak, Albert (Eskimo) . . . 
Benjamin Jutmans (Eskimo) 

Egelak, Peter (Eskimo) 

Mrs. Dexter (Eskimo) 

Hendrickmn, K 

Government 

OleBahr 

Ivanoff. Stephan (^Eskimo) . . . 

Nella^roak ( Eskimo) 

Okitkon (Eskimo) 

Undseth, J . T 



Totel 



122 


111 


13 


16 


6 


14 


21 


76 


45 


55 


1 


K 


1 


2 


1 


1 


1 


1 


2 


2 


3 


2 


1 




1 


2 
1 

1 
2 
1 












224 


289 



233 

29 

20 

97 

100 

9 

3 

2 

2 

4 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 



37 
3 
3 
24 
19 
4 
1 



513 



OWNERSHIP AT UNALAKLEET. 



93 



50 
2 
6 
35 
22 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



122 



Government 

Swedish Mission 

Episcopal Mission 

Moses (Indian) 

OleO.Bahr 

Okitkon (Eskimo) 

Tatpan (Eskimo) 

NellaKoroak ( Eskimo) 

Ivanoff, Stephan (Eskimo) . . . 
Capt. E. S. Walker, V. S. Army . 

Golofnin Mission 

Bethel Mission 

Mnr>' Andrewuk (Eskimo) . . 

KoUmk (Eskimo) 

Angalook (Eskimo) 

SaKOoniik (Eskimo) 

Accebuk (Eskimo) 

Avocrook (Eskimo) 

Amikravinik ( Eskimo) 

Sakpniok( Eskimo) 

Koutchok (Eskimo) 

Moses Koutchok (Eskimo) ... 
Big One (Eskimo) 



Total 



16 


42 


40 


100 


16 


60 


24 


26 


.50 


90 


48 


84 


30 


61 


8 


19 


11 


19 


1 

2 

8 
84 








131 


8 


12 


13 


17 


10 


25 


8 


10 


3 


2 


3 


3 


1 


1 


I 


3 




1 
2 


1 


389 


698 



58 

140 

76 

50 

140 

132 

81 

27 

33 

1 

2 

8 

215 

20 

30 

35 

18 

5 

6 

2 

4 

1 

8 



1,087 



87 
5 
9 
59 
41 
6 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 



215 



320 

34 

29 

156 

141 

15 

5 

3 

3 

6 

7 

1 

1 

2 

I 

1 

2 

1 



?28 



95 


73 


168 


226 
140 


22 


16 


38 


114 

60 


32 


25 


57 


197 


4 


12 


16 


148 


17 


10 


27 


106 


5 


10 


15 


42 


5 


4 


9 


42 
1 








2 








8 


17 


20 


37 


252 


3 


6 


9 


29 


7 


6 


13 


43 


5 


6 


11 


46 




5 


5 


2» 




2 




7 


2 


2 


4 


10 




2 


2 


4 


i 

1 




1 

1 
1 


5 




2 


I 


4 


216 


200 


416 


1.503 



OWNERSHIP AT NULATO. 



Mission. 



39 



91 



130 



41 



171 
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Number f diMribution^ and ownership of domestic reindeer in Alaska — Continued. 

OWNERSHIP AT BETHEL (KUSKOKWIM VALLEY). 



Owners. 


Male. 


Adults. 


Total. 

176 

127 

138 

92 


Fawn."*, 1903. 


Total. 


Female. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Qovemment 












176 


Per Spein 


40 
39 


87 
99 


31 


33 


64 

74 

121 


191 


Nils Sara 


212 


Hlmion 






213 














Total 


79 


186 


fisa 


31 


33 


259 


792 






(trand total 






4,628 






1,877 


6,506 















Tabfe Khoiiring number and location of Eskimo apprentices, and number of reindeer oiimed 

try same. 



Stations. 



Point Barrow 

Kotzebue 

Cape Prince of Wales. 
St Lawrence L<)land. . 

Teller 

Golofnin 

Unalakleet 

Bethel 

Nulato 



Total 



Number 
of 


Nimiber 


of rein- 


appren- 
ttces. 


deer. 


11 


474 


3 


15 


9 


931 


8 


9 


7 


334 


12 


249 


16 


815 


4 


8 


3 


6 


68 


2,841 



Number 
of sub- 
appren- 
tices. 



11 
1 
9 
3 

17 
4 

16 



61 



SUMMARY. 

Total number of Eskimo in Alaska owning reindeer 68 

Total numb«'r of reindeer owned by Eskimo 2, 841 

Total iiumt>er of subapprentiees not yet owning reindeer 61 

Total number of Eskimo owners of deer, and apprentices 129 

Herders serving five yeare' apprenticeship 25 

List of reindeer stations. 



Place. 



Teller (Port Clarence) 

Cape Prince of Wales , 

(lolofnin 

Eaton (Unalakleet) 

Point Barrow 

Gambell (St. Lawrtmce Island) 

Bethel 

Kotxebue 

Nulato 



Total number of deer, October, 1903 



When 


Totel 


estab- 


deer, 


lished. 


1908. 


1892 


641 


1894 


1,525 


1896 


728 


1897 


1,5(» 


1898 


612 


1900 


154 


1901 


792 


1901 


879 


1901 


171 



6,505 



List of reindeer stations needed^ 1904. 
[Number of reindeer required at each station, 100, at t25 each.] 



Place. 



Wainright Inlet 

Point Hope 

Settles 

Copper Center 

Total cost of deer 

8. Doc. 210, 58-2—^2 



Cost of 
deer. 



12.500 
2,500 
2,500 
2,600 



10,000 
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Fl.r})enditure of appropriation)^ ^^ Reindeer for AUiMka, I!H),i/* 

Amount appropriated 125, 000. 00* 

Salaries of hIx employees 3, 247. 29 

Supplies for RtationH 6, 408. 05 

Freight 691.50 

Traveling expenses 139. 00 

Printing of annual report (1,000 copie«) 471. 13 

Photographfi and electros for report 18. 95 

Coal 1,650.00 

Pun'ha,se of reindeer 5, 727. 12 

Balance 6, 646. 96 

Total '25,000.00 

REINDEER AN IMl»ORTANT FACTOR IN THE CIVILIZATION OF THE 

ESKIMOS. 

For some months past the newspapers have from time to timfe pub- 
lished cases of destitution among the Eskimos and the natives of 
northern and central Alaska, also accounts of the ravages of con- 
sumption and other diseases, and the demoralization caused by the 
proximity to the saloons that are being established in the new mining 
settlements. While these newspaper reports are doubtless more or 
less exaggerated, yet from the official reports of Brig. Gen. Fred- 
erick Funston to the Adjutant-General United States Army, Wash- 
ington, D. C, of Mr. James W. Witten, special inspector of the 
General Land Office, to the Secretary of the Interior, both of which 
reports are printed in the appendix of the report of the Secretary of 
the Interior, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1903, from inter- 
views had with members of the committee of the United States Senate 
that visited Alaska during the past summer, and from my personal 
knowledge, there is a certain amount of destitution, a prevalence of 
consumption, and demoralization from liquor that should receive 
attention from the General Government. 

This raises the question what that attention should be and how 
these natives ain be made valuable helpers and assistants in the 
development of the country by the white men now there engaged in 
mining operations. 

Any successful method of accomplishing such desirable results must 
keep clearly l^efore it the aim to prepare the natives to become a help 
to the immigrants who come from the States for the purpose of con- 
ducting mining operations. There are two things which the native 
may \)e taught to do which will enable him to help the immigrant: 
First, he may be taught how to create a supply of cheap food; second, 
he may be taught how to supply a cheap transportation by means of 
reindeer. It is known that in the river valleys certain garden vege- 
tables may be produced in large quantities, even up to the Arctic 
Circle and for 50 miles be^'ond it. The native knows how to take fish 
from the rivers and from the sea for his family use, and with proper 
training can be made an equally successful fisherman for the market.. 
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The experience of the past twelve years hjis proved that he can also 
become skillful in i-aising reindeer for food. With the gi*adual dis- 
appearance of the caribou and moose in sections of Alaska and the 
difficulty and expense of bringing beef and mutton from the States to 
the inland mining camps, it is of great importance that the Eskimo be 
trained to raise reindeer with which to supply the immigrant miner 
with fresh meat. 

When in the winter of 1897-98 400 sailors engaged in whaling were 
imprisoned in the ice off Point Barrow and in danger of perishing 
with scurvy and starvation, they were saved hy the rc.ndeer herd 
driven by Eskimos from Bering Strait to Point Barrow and slaugh- 
tered for food. 

Already 68 Eskimos and 1 Indian (many of whom have served a five 
3'cars' apprenticeship learning the business) own 2,841 deer. Rein- 
deer multiply rapidly. From the 1,280 Siberian reindeer imported 
between 1892 and 1903 and from their natural increase 7,983 fawns 
have been born in Alaska. 

The Eskimo has alwa^'s been skillful in driving dogs, and now under 
instruction he is proving equally skillful in driving reindeer, and upon 
various oi*.casions when the opportunity has offered has invariably 
demonstrated his abilit}' to successfully ti^ansport with reindeer mails, 
freight, and passengers between mining camps. Under contmct with 
the Post-Office Department the United States mail has l>een carried 
by reindeer teauLs on the four postal routes between St. Michael and 
Kotzebue, Eaton and Nome, Teller and Deering, and Kotzebue and 
Point Iferrow (this latter being the most northern mail route in the 
world). With the increase of reindeer and trained native teamsters 
such service will become universal in northern and central Alaska. 

When the native has thus become useful to the white man by sup- 
plying the markets with fish and fresh meat, and when he has become 
herdsman and teamster with reindeer, he has not onlv assisted the 
white man in solving the problem of turning to the use of civilization 
the vast Territory of Alaska, but he has also solved his own problem. 
If useful to the white man as a self-respecting and industrious citizen, 
he has become a permanent stay and prop to civilization, and his 
future is provided for. 

The conclusion resulting from this i» that the native must be taught 
in school how to speak English and be trained in industrial schools 
in the simple arts of agriculture and of reindeer herding and team- 
ing with a view to provide cheap food and cheap transportation for 
the use of the immigrant. • 

To accomplish such training it is important that an increased num- 
ber of small industrial schools shall be established at centers convenieut 
to the native population. 

At these schools, in addition to elementary instruction in the English 
language, there shall be given special instruction (a) in making tish 
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nets and in adopting improved methods of catching and preparing 
fish for family use and for sale; (J) in the care and raising of reindeer, 
and in their breaking in and use in transportation; (c) and wherever 
the conditions of soil and climate will allow, in the cultivation of hardy 
vegetables. 

While destitution is not at present very widespread among the 
natives, yet it may be wise to have at each of these schools a small 
supply of food and clothing to afford temporary relief for very special 
cases of destitution. The principal of the school can l>e made a ])onded 
officer of the Government, and be charged with the care and distribu- 
tion of such supplies without additional expense to the Government. 

The Secretary of the Interior has again and again called the atten- 
tion of Congress to the need of hospitals for the natives. These 
should be provided for at once. But when the hospitals are erected 
they will necessarily be accessible to comparatively limited areas. In 
addition to the proposed hospitals, very important service ma}" ))e ren- 
dered and a greatly increased num]:)er of natives l)enetited ])y the 
employment of a ph3\sician in connection with each of the industrial 
schools. This plan has been in successful operation at several of the 
missionar}' stations in Alaska. 

REINDEER AND TIIE MINER. 

While the original purpose in the introduction of dome.stic reindeer 
into Alaska was to assist in the civilization of the natives and to help 
them to a better and more certain method of gaining a livelihood, yet 
the reindeer will prove equally important to the whites who may seek 
homes or engage in business in subarctic Alaska. 

In the development of the rich mineral resources of that region he 
will find the reindeer and the Eskimo herder and teamster the connect- 
ing link between himself and the resources of nature— for his comfort 
and for his profit. 

The ordinary white man is unwilling to undergo the drudgery of 
herding in that rigorous climate, and unwilling to work for the small 
compensation that is paid for such services. He can do better. His 
directive ability can be more profihibly employed as merchant and 
manager of transportation, in employing and directing the trained 
Eskimo herders and teamsters. 

With the increase of domestic reindeer in Alaska, it will l>ecome 
possible for white men to own large herds, but the men that will do 
the herding and teaming will always be Eskimos and Laplanders. 

Thus the Eskimo, trained as herder or teamster, will prove valuable 
to the white man, and the white man in turn, as director and employer, 
will be valuable to the native. 

Already the reindeer have given evidence of some of the ways in 
which they will prove an important factor in the development of the 
great north region. 
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As the reindeer is the onl}'^ draft animal in arctic regions that is 
able to secure its own food while on a journey, the question of cheap- 
ness and speed will bring it into universal use. 

They will carr}- passengers, mails, and freight between the mining 
camps and the tnmk railways that will yet penetrate Alaska. 

EMPLOYMENT OF REINDEER. 

As the reindeer are more and more coming into use in the develop- 
ment of northern and central Alaska a recapitulation of their employ- 
ment in mail carrying, relief expeditions, freighting, etc., is of interest. 

In summer these enterprises are carried on with the aid of steamers 
along the water courses, but in the fall, winter, and spring recourse 
is had to reindeer and dogs. 

REINDEER AND THE CARRYINO OF THE UNITED STATES MAHi^. 

r 

Reind^'er mail hetwee)i St, Miclmel and Kotzdjue^ irith a hranch 
line to Golofnin. — During the summer of 1899 the Second Aasistant 
Postmaster-General gave to Mr. William A. Kjellmann, superintendent 
of the reindeer in Alaska, as subcontractor, the carrying of the mail on 
route No. 78110. This route called for three round trips during the 
winter of 1899, l>etween December 1, 1899, and May 31, 1900, between 
St. Michael, Eaton, Golofnin, and Kotzebue — the latter place being 
north of the Arctic Circle. Mr. Kjellmann Iwing compelled to return 
to the States on account of sickness, gave the work into the hands of 
Mr. David Johnson Elliott, who employed Johan Peter Johannesen, 
a Laplander, not in the employ of the Bureau of Education, as mail 
carrier. The ser\' ice was suc^^essfuUy performed with reindeer, each 
round trip of 1,240 miles being through an unbroken wilderness with- 
out a road or trail. The Bureau of Education being very anxious to 
provide its schools on this route with mail facilities, and desiring to 
show what the reindeer could do, and at the same time give practice 
and experience to its apprentices in reindeer teaming, j^llowed the u.*«e 
of three or four deer with sleilges manned by apprentices from the 
Eaton station without compensation. 

Reindeer mail hetween Katon and Nome {post-o'ffi<je route No. 7SlLi), — 
In the fall of 1899 the Post-Office Department, wishing to expedite and 
increase the mail service along the Yukon River and to Nome to a 
semimonthly winter ser\'ice, on the 23d of November, gav^e a contract 
for a semimonthly mail between Nome and Eaton to Mr. William A. 
Kjellmann, who had eight months previously severed his connection 
with the Government on account of ill health. Mr. Kjellmann, not 
having recovered his health, employed Mr. David tJohnson Elliott, of 
Nome, to take charge of this mail route. Mr. Elliott was also taken 
sick and went to tlie hospital in Nome for the winter. To prevent a 



INTRODUCTION OF DOMESTIC REINDEER INTO ALASKA. 23 

failure in the delivery of the mail at Nome, the post-office inspector at 
St. Michael directed Dr. F. H. Gaml)cll, Government superintendent 
of reindeer and postmaster at Eaton, to put on a service to Nome at 
the expense of the contractor. Mr. Newman Sherzer was relieved 
from his duties as assistant superintendent at the station and appointed 
manager of the reindeer mail service to Nome by Doctor Gambell. 
On the 1st of March, 1900, the reindeer started from Eaton with the 
mail for Nome. Five consecutive successful trips were made, thus 
completing the winter contract. 

At the close of the s<>rvice Doctor Gambell, in l)ehalf of the Eaton 
reindeer station, made out a bill against Mr. Kjellmaim, charging him 
with the wages of the men, station supplies, use of the reindeer, etc., 
amounting to $1,8(>3.50. Of this sum Mr. Kjellmann paid the carrier, 
Mr. Sherzer, ^500. He also sent to Sheldon Jackson his power of 
attorney and a check for $1,000, with which to pay Mr. Kjellmann's 
indebtedness to the Eaton reindeer station for expenses incurred in 
carr^'ing this mail, objecting to certain items on account of informality 
of the vouchers, which items aggregated $363.50. Accordingh^ Mr. 
Jackson, as Mr. Kjellmann\s attorney, wMth the advice and consent of 
the Commissioner of Education, expended the thousand dollars re<>eived 
from Mr. Kjellmann to replace supplies at the reindeer stations as 
follows: 

Ufin<let»r Hupplies from 8. Foster & Co. , San Francipoo, Cal $257. 26 

Reindeer Hup]>lu»s from Armour Packing Company 139. 50 

To Mr. W. T. Ix)p]), for Ht^rvices of hinmelf and assistants in transferring a 

henl of Government reindet^r from Capt» Prince of Wali^ to Kotzehue, by * 

direction of the Hiinuiu of E<lucation 350. 00 

To Nils P. Bills, in payment of wages iw instructor of apprentices in the can' 

and management of reindei*r 253. 74 

Iiehi(lt'ri\ puck Haddlca^ rmd dc(h furnished Mr, N. V, IlendricJcs^ 
suhcimtract^^r on mail rmde hetwieen Wean' und St, MlrhacL — In the 
spring of li)00 Mr. N. V. Hendricks, a trader on the Yukon River 
and suhcontnictor on the post-office mail route between Weare and 
St. Michael, arranged with Doctor Ciambell, superintendent of Gov- 
ernment reindeer sbition at Nome, for the use of a few reindeer, 
saddles, and sleds for carrying the mail between St. Michael, Eaton, 
and Nulato, a distance of about 200 miles each way. 

lirhidrer mail mute hetween Ntune^ Can(IU\ and Deerlrig, — During 
the winter of UH)l-2 Mr. J. T. Lindseth secured the contract for 
carrying the United States winter mail from Nome, via Teller, York, 
Cape Prince of Wales, Shismaref Inlet, to Candle City and Deer- 
ing, on the shores of the Arctic Ocean, a distance of 260 miles. His 
reindeer during the winter traveled 0,000 miles. The mail carriers 
were Aumnd Hansen, Isak Salamonsen Nikkila, and Johan Peter 
Johannesen. Johannesen lost his life near Candle City, l>eing frozen 
to death while carrying this mail. His reindeer team was afterwards 
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found well and in good condition. He had previously carried the 
mail for the Norwegian Government many years in Lapland. Mr. 
Lindseth hired reindeer from their owners (Eskimo herders who had 
completed their apprenticeship at one or the other of the reindeer 
stations in Alaska). The Bureau of Education had no connection with 
the matter. 

Reindeer mail route between KotzAue and Point Barrow. — One of 
the great needs of Alaska is better communication and postal facilities. 
This is especially the case north of the Arctic Circle. Although at 
Point Barrow the Government has had a relief station and a public 
school, and the Presbyterians a mission station, and capitalists a 
whaling station for the past dozen years, yet the place has had but 
one mail a year, and on three occasions during the past twelve years 
the yearly mail failed to reach them. The conditions were so distress- 
ing that Mr. S. R. Spriggs, the Government teacher, while on a year's 
furlough with his relatives in New York, availed himself of the oppor- 
tunity, and with the assistance of friends made application to the 
Post-OflSce Department for a winter mail, which was granted, and a 
contract for carrying the same was awarded to Mr. Spriggs. The 
distance from Kot^ebue to Barrow via Point Hope is 630 miles, making 
a round trip of 1,300 miles, north of the Arctic Circle, over a country 
without a road or trail, and through a long winter night with the ther- 
mometer ranging from 20^ to 60^ below zero. He is allowed by the 
Post-Office Department $750 for each round trip, a sum barely suffi- 
cient to cover the incidental expenses and allow a slight compensation 
to the hardy Eskimo drivers, who, at the risk of their lives, carry the 
mail on this northernmost postal route in the world. The time con- 
sumed in making each round trip will be between two and three 
months. There will be times when thev will be storm l)ound in their 
snow huts for several da^^s at a time. The Bureau of Education, to 
encourage and a.ssist these pioneers of civilization, to furnish the Gov- 
ernment employees at Barrow with mail facilities and to practice and 
train its apprentices in reindeer freighting, allows the use of a few 
deer without compensation. 

Reindeer mail routes between Teller and Wales, and between Teller 
and Igloo are in operation during the winter of 1903-1904. 

REINDEER IN CONNECTION WITH RELIEF EXPEDmONS. 

Transportation of United States troops icith camp equiparje and 
rations from St. Mi<;hael to Golofnin and return, — In the fall of 1896 
gold mines were discovered on Snake River, near Cape Nome, Alaska, 
and during the winter there was a stampede to the new mines from 
St. Michael, Kotzebue Sound, and the mining districts on the lower 
Yukon that received the information. The influx of a large popula- 
tion into a region where there was an insufficienc}'^ of supplies and 
shelter required the presence of United States troops to preserve the 
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peace. An application was made by Captain Walker, in command of 
the camp at St. Michael, to Mr. Kjellmann for transportation, in 
response to which Lapps and reindeer were sent from Eaton station 
to St. Michael, and transported troops, with their tents, rations, and 
camp equipage, from St. Michael to the Golofnin Bay mining region. 
When there was no longer any need for their presence at Golofnin 
Bay the Lapps and reindeer returned the soldiers to St. Michael with- 
out accident or difficulty. 

Military expeditimi to Kotzebue, — In January, 1901, information 
having reached Nome that the Eskimos in the neighborhood of Kotze- 
bue, 400 miles distant, were starving, the connnanding officer at Fort 
Davis ordered Dr. J. Bev^ans, army surgeon at the post, to make a 
trip of investigation. He and his party were furnished at Teller by 
Superintendent Brevig with live reindeer, together with sleds and 
drivers, for a three months' trip. 

Relief of HoldierH engaged in building a military telegraph lin<\ — In 
the fall of 1900 the War Department had three construction parties, 
aggregating about 110 officers and enlisted men, engaged in the work 
of building a Government telegraph line between UnalalUik and 
Kaltag, on the Yukon River. As the winter storms came on one 
after another,' all work had to be suspended, mtions began to fail, and 
mule transportation gave out. In this emergency General Randall, 
in command of the military department of Alaska, requested Doctor 
Gambell to take all the deer teams that could be spared and go to the 
relief of the Government party. Accordingly, on the 4th of Decem- 
ber, Doctor Gambell started with three deer, leaving Mr. Lindseth, 
who had for about fifteen months been an employee at the Ekton 
reindeer station, to follow the next day with 32 deer and the necessary 
drivers and sleds. 

The troops were found in camp 18 miles west of Kaltag, and with 
their camp equipage were brought through deep snow to a new camp 
established near Old Womans Mountain, a distance of 50 miles. The 
troops being left in a place of safety, the deer teams were sent, at the 
request of the commanding general, to St. Michael for the transpor- 
tation of provisions for the men and telegraphic supplies, all of which 
they secured and delivered. They were also employed during a 
portion of the winter in drawing telegraph poles from the woods. 

Relief (f 'wreehed and ieeAinprimmed uihalern, — In the fall of 1897 
word was received on the Pacific coast that 8 whaling ships and 276 
men had been caught in the ice in the neighborhood of Point Barrow 
with only three months' provisions in their ships, and that the ships 
would necessarily be detained for twelve months, if not sooner crushed 
in the ice, l)efore they could escape, and that starvation faced the 
whalers. A relief expedition, which ultimately cost nearly $100,000, 
was instituted by the Government for the rescue of those men. 
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Lieutenants Jarvis and Bertholf and Surgeon Call were put ashore 
near Nunivak Island to move northward with dogs about 750 miles to 
Point Radney and Cape Prince of Wales, where the reindeer herds of 
the Congregational Missionary Society (in charge of W. T. Lopp, 
their missionary), and of Antisarlook (an Eskimo reindeer owner), were 
in pasture. With nearly 5(X) reindeer from these herds, accompanied 
by Messrs. Lopp and Antisarlook, the officers proceeded to Point Bar- 
row, where as many reindeer as were needed were slaughtered and 
issued as rations to the destitute whalers. The total number of rein- 
deer killed was 246. 

In accordance with the promise made, the deer borrowed were re- 
turned during the summer of 1900, the second year after the expedi- 
tion, together with the annual increase of fawns during two seasons, 
making a total of 1,042 reindeer. 

REINDEER FOR TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGimNG. 

A ic^lnter trip of 2^000 miles. — Since the commencement of the enter- 
prise, in 1892, the obstacles that it was predicted would prevent the suc- 
cessful* introduction of domestic reindeer into Alaska have either l)een 
proved to be groundless or have one by one been met and overcome. 
Having shown by actual experience that they could be l)ought, trans- 
ported, and sucx»essfully propagated, it remained to give a practical 
demonstnition of their ability to traverse any part of the country under 
the most unfavorable circumstances, and with a temperature at times 
lower than experienced l)y some of the Arctic expeditions. 

This was done in the winter of 1896-97. At 3 p. m. on the 10th of 
December, 1896, with the temperature at 15'^ l>elowzero, Mr. William 
A. Kjellmann, the superintendent, accompanied by the Lapps Per 
Aslaksen Rist and Mikkel J. Nakkila, stjirted from the Teller station 
with 9 sleds and 17 head of reindeer to demonstrate the capacity of the 
hardy and swift animal for winter travel in Alaska. Native trails and 
well-known sections of countr}' were ignored, to show the ability of 
the deer to traverse unl)eaten tracks. The course, while ti^aveled l)y 
compass, was a zigzag one, in order to better learn the extent and 
abundance of moss pasturage. S<*aling high mountain ranges, shoot- 
ing down ])recipitous declivities with tolxiggan spiked, phxlding through 
valleys tilled with deeply drifted snow, lal)oriousiy cutting a way 
through the man-high luiderbrush of the forest, or steering across the 
trackless tundra, never before trodden by the foot of white man; 
gliding over the hard-crusted snow, or wading through slush 2 feet 
deep on impi^rfectly frozen rivers imkiiown to geographers, were the 
experiences of the trip. 

The second day of the journey, with the temperature 43 below zero, 
and over a rough, l^roken, and pathless countr}-, they made a disUince 
of 60 miles. 
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AfUM* celebrating Christmas with Rev. Mr. Hultbergand the Swedish 
liussionaries on Goiofnin Bay, December 80 found Mr. Kjelhnann's 
party crossing Norton Sound, an arm of Bering Sea, and getting into 
a crevasse tilled with snow, from which they escaped without much 
damage. 

The next day, keeping on the ice along the coast, hummocks were 
found so steep that steps had to l>e cut up and over them to enable the 
d(*er to cross. 

On new year's day, coming to a flagstaff projecting from a huge 
snow bank, they found under it, completely buried in the snow, the 
comfortable home of the Rev. Mr. Karlsen and the Swedish mis- 
sionaries at Unalaklik. On the afternoon of January 11, and morning 
of the 12th, 85 miles were made in twelve hours. The native guides 
at St. Michael !>eing afraid to imdertake a winter trip across the 
country to Ikogmute, the Russian mission on the Yukon River, and 
affirming that it could not be done, Mr. Kjellmann started on January 
19 without them, traveling by compass. 

On the 28d, while crossing a barren mountain range, they were 
overtaken by that dread specter of arctic regions, a Russian poorga.'* 
Neither man nor l)east could stand against the blast. The reindeer 
were blown down and the loaded sleds overturned. The men, throw- 
ing themselv^es flat, clung to one another and to mother earth to keep 
from l)eing blown away, (i ravel and pieces of crushed ice flew r»^ 
darkening the air. A lull coming toward evening, with great diff 
culty a little coffee was made, aft^^r which the storm broke with 
renewed fury during the night, which, to the travelers, clinging to the 
earth with despenition, seemed endless. The following day a belt of 
timber was reached and rest and safety secured. January 25 and 26 
found them cutting a way for the deer and sleds_ through a dense 
forest, from which they Anally emerged to wade through snow and 
water 2 feet deep and the temperature at zero. On the 31st they 
encoimtered a succession of driving, blinding snowstorms while cross- 
ing the tundni south of the Yukon deltji, being reduced to such strait.s 
that they were compelled to cut the railing from their sleds for fuel. 
On February 5 the storm passed away, leaving the temperature at 73^ 
l)elow zero, causing even the reindeer to break loose from their tethers 
and tramp ceaselessly around the tents for warmth. 

Notwithstanding the severe cold, the journey was continued, and at 
2 (M*l(K'k in the afternoon thev found shelter and a warm welcome 
from the Moravian missionaries at Bethel. On the 10th of March, 
l>etwe(Mi the Kuskokwim and Yukon rivers, a lake 15 miles wide was 
crossed. 

The struggle for life commenced, however, on the 11th, when they 
reached the Yukon, and, contrary to information, found no moss for 

<* An arctic blizzard. 
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the deer. A push was made up the Yukon to reach, if possible, the 
Episcopal mission at Anvik. There bein^ no food, the march was 
kept up all night, the men plowing their way through loose snow 
from 2 to 4 feet deep, and on through the 12th, with snow falling fast. 
That afternoon two of the deer fell dead and were left with their 
sleds where they fell, while the journey continued uninterruptedly 
through the blinding snow the second night. On the 13th two more 
deer dropped dead and were abandoned, as the party with desperate 
energy pushed ahead da}'^ and night for food and life. On the 14th 
another deer fell in his traces. That evening a native hut was reached 
and the continuous march of four days and three nights without sleep 
or rest and without food for the deer was over. Trees were cut down 
by the Lapps that the deer might browse on the black moss that 
hung from them, while Mr. Kjellmann, suffering with a high fever, 
was put to bed by the medicine woman, and dosed with tea made 
from some medicinal bark. On the 17th one of the Liapps, who had 
been scouring the countrj , reported moss upon a mountain 60 miles 
away. The deer wei'e unharnessed and driven to the distant pastur- 
age, while Mr. Kjellmann continued his journej^ to Anvik on skees. 
In the hospitable home of Rev. Mr. Chapman he was nursed back to 
health and strength. 

The return journey to the Teller station was made without any spe- 
cial adventure, except, on the 16th of April, getting into a crack in the 
ice while crossing Norton Sound and soaking the load with salt water. 
On the 24th of April the Teller station was safely reached after a trip 
of 2,000 miles, the longest ever recorded in any land as made by the 
same reindeer. 

The result of this trial trip has convinced missionaries, miners, 
traders, and others residing in northern and central Alaska that domes- 
tic reindeer can do for them there what they have been doing for cen- 
turies in Lapland; that when introduced in sufficient numbers they 
will supplant dogs, both for traveling and freighting, furnish a rapid 
means of communication between widely separated communities, and 
render possible the full and profitable development of the rich mineral 
interests. 

At the Teller station the sled deer were kept in constant practice, 
both on their own account and also for the training of the Eskimo 
apprentices. Including the trip to the Kuskokwim Valle}', the aggre- 
gate number of miles driven was over 10,000. 

Reindeer freight Unehetvyeeti St, Michael and Nome. — Late in the 
fall of 1898 gold was discovered on Snake River near Cape Nome, and 
during the following winter there was a miners' stampede from St. 
Michael, Kotzebue Sound, and the lower Yukon Valley to the new 
mines. As there was no adequate supply of provisions within 300 
miles of the mines and an abundant supply in the warehouses of the 
large trading companies at St. Michael, at the request of said compa- 
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nies Mr. Kjellniann, superintendent of Eaton reindeer station, agreed, 
as an act of humanity, to transport for the companies a limited amount 
of food from St. Michael to Nome, which was done, and payment for 
the same was rendered by the trading companies by furnishing needed 
provisions to the Eaton reindeer station. 

During the same winter of 1898-99 the Swedish Mission at Golof- 
nin, using their own reindeer, freighted supplies to Nome on their own 
account. 

During the winter of 1900-1901, there being a scarcity of provisions 
on the overland route between Dawson and Nome, Mr. Kjellmann, 
superintendent of Eaton reindeer station, freighted some provisions 
from St. Michael to Norton Sound for G. L. Stanley & Co. Payment 
for the same was made in supplies to the Eaton reindeer station. 

During the same winter of 1900-1901 Mr. W. T. Lopp, missionary 
of the American Missionary Association, organized an express and 
freight line between Nome and Teller, in order that the Eskimo herders 
at Cape Prince of Wales, using their own deer and sledges, might have 
a way of earning a support, w^th a result that they secured $600 in 
gold. 

The same season the Eskimo appVentices at Teller, S^^nrock, and 
Golofnin reindeer station, using their own deer, did considemble 
transporting of miners and supplies to various outlying mining camps. 
In this connection es[)ecial mention is made of Kozebuk, a young man 
or boy about 17 years old, the youngest of the throe mission appren- 
tices at Teller station. In May he, with Johan Tornensis, took a train 
of eighteen loaded sleds to Tuttle Creek, on the Arctic slope, about 65 
miles from the station; Kozebuk driving a string of five deer with 
loaded sleds, the last four l>eing tied to the preceding sled. From 
there he alone took two harnessed deer with sleds and ten loose deer 
to Mr. Lopp's herd, 45 miles distant, returning to camp, and in a week 
taking ten more deer to Mr. Lopp's herd. Returning to camp on 
June 1, he started for the station with four deer and eight empty 
sleds during the worst possible condition of travel, the snow melting 
and the rivers opening, arriving at the station June 4, without acci- 
dent and the deer in good condition, having traveled 245 miles. 

In the winter of 1901-2 two miners at Nome purchased two sled 
deer from Mary Antisarlook. The deer were worked in harness like 
horses and hauled on sleds 790 pounds each from Nome to Good Hope, 
250 miles. After reaching Good Hope they were used in delivering 
supplies from the stores to the miners' cabins in the neighborhood. 
During July, when supplies of provisions ran short, one of them was 
killed and sold for meat, and the other was made the pet of the camp. 

The same winter from Cape Prince of Wales reindeer station, eleven 
deer were sold by the herders to the miners for transportation pur- 
poses; they were worked in harness like horses and each drew 700 
pounds per load. 
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From the Teller station an apprentice, Kozebuk, made two trips to 
Sbishmaref Inlet district, a round trip of 400 miles, and one to Golof- 
nin Bay and return (400 miles), carrying supplies for the miners. 
Another, Serawlook, made one trip to Shishmaref Inlet and one to 
Golofnin Bay. In addition to the above five trips numerous trips 
were made b}^ the apprentices between the winter camp and station, a 
round trip of about 120 miles. 

From Piiton station the superintendent states in his report that two 
prospectors who attempted to freight their supplies from St. Michael 
to the Buckland River with dog teams, failed on account of not l>eing 
able to procure food for the dogs. Returning to Unalaklik (Eaton) 
they hired Okitkon, who, with live of his deer and sleds, took them 
and their supplies to destination without difficulty. 

On July 19, 1902, Judge E. L. Bosqui, who had been appointed 
United States conunissioner for the valley of the Colville River, Arc- 
tic Alaska, left Nome on the U. S. revenue cutter Bear for Point 
Barrow, which place was reached in twenty-one days. At Point Bar- 
row he had expected to be able to employ natives with their dogs to 
take him to his destination on the Colville, over 200 miles along the 
Arctic coast to the eastward of Point Barrow, but owing to an epi- 
demic of sickness he was unable to secure the expected help and was 
obliged to remain at Barrow from August 12 to November 23, when 
Dr. II. Richmond Marsh, who was in charge of the (lovernment rein- 
deer at that station, came to his rescue. Thirty-six deer were taken 
from the herd and twenty sleds carrying about 250 pounds each were 
loaded with supplies for the judge, his deputy, and five natives, who 
accompanied the party. As a majority' of the deer had not l>een 
broken to harness, it was a case of training while on the road, which 
greatly delayed the progress and added to the annoyance of travel. 
The Arctic night had connnencod and the thermometer stood from 40 
to 00 degrees below zero. The party kept closely along the coast, 
except where they came to bays and inlets, which the}' crossed upon ice 
from point to point. When they reached Harrison Bay they turned 
and proceeded inland before reaching their destination at the village 
of Jarvis on the ('olville. Owing to their imperfect acquaintance with 
the route, and the difficulty of tniveling with half-tmined deer, and 
inability to tmvel over four or five hours during the twenty-four, on 
account of want of sufficient light, the trip, which should have been 
made in fifteen, consmned thirtv da vs. 

Dana Thomas, Quaker missionary at Kotzebue, writes, August 14, 
1903, as follows: 

The old j)rojii<lit'<» (»f Alaskan ininvrH, wli<» have alwayn hen'tofore usimI dog teams 

afi beaeta of bunleii in thin work, is fast dying away iH'fore the very evident huih'- 

ifiority of tlie reindeer for such work. Only thow who have gone long journeyn 

with dog teauiH, and have Invn eoni|)i*lh'<l to l<»a<l the great^T juirt of the sKhI with f<MKl 

lor the dogs or to pay very high i)rice« for the same along the course of travel, can 
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fully appreciate the great advantage of UKiiig reindeer that are to lx» driven all day, 
knowing that when resting time conieH the deer will find their own food in the deer 
mo88 that covers the tundra in this rc»gion. 

The different white men who have used deer during the paat unusually 8i»vere 
winter on the ui>iK'r Kowak River, north of the Arctic Circle, have, without a single 
exception, l)een more than pleased with same. 

Charles Dankurt left this place in Dectmdx»r last with five deer, s<jnie of them not 
well bnjken. They were soon so well trained and so gentle that he and his wife 
hml no trouble in driving them, going a distance of alxmt 300 miles up the Kowak 
(north of Arctic Circle). His (h»er are so gentle that he tells us they will follow 
him or his wife al)out and take food from their hands. 

In April of this year Doctor Benson, of Candle Creek, le(t that place with his two 
comi)anions, using four deer which haultnl the three men, t<)gether with sleeping 
bags, camping outfit, and four months' supply of food. They traveled a distance of 
alK)ut 500 miles over tundra and acniss mountain ranges. After snow dissippeareil 
they use<l the deer as imck animals, strapping the bunlen upon the willing little 
animal's back. At the last stage of the trip, when the men ha<l to cross a river or 
to go down the same in Ixwits, the deer had become so gentle that when turned loose 
they would swim the streams after the lx)at, or follow after the siune along the river 
bank. Both of these gentlemen declare that reindeer are by far the best animals 
to use as means of ti^veling or as {)ack animals in this region. 

During the year I have read with much interest ^'The Land of the 
Long Night," by Paul Du Chaillu. While written for young people, 
the book contains so much information concerning the reindeer idus- 
try in Lapland, told in an entertaining way, that it can not fail to 
interest and instruct older people as well, and I would recommend 
that a copy be sent to each of the reindeer stations in Alaska. 

THE CRUISE or DR. WILLIAM HAMILTON, ASSISTANT AGENT. 

The extended tour of inspection of public schools and reindeer 
stations in Alaska was this season made by Dr. William Hamilton, 
the assistant agent. The following is an abstract of his itinemry: 

Ijeaving Washington May 4, Doctor Hamilton joined the L^ S. S. 
Thetis, at Seattle. On May 26 the ThatiH^ Capt. M. A. Healy, com- 
manding, left Seattle with Unalaska, the largest settlement on the 
Aleutian Islands, as her ol>jective point, where she arrived June 5. 
While the Thetis was coaling for her Arctic cruise Doctor Hamilton 
inspected the public schools at Unalaska and conferred with the teach- 
ers and with the members of the local school committee, who here, as 
elsewhere throughout Alaska, by acting as auditors and advisers, assist 
the Bureau of IMucation in carrying on the Alaska school service. 
Extensive repairs to the school building at Unalaska were authorized. 

On June 11 the Thetis left Unalaska harbor heading for Nome in 
order to render assistance to merchant vessels, if necessary. The 
season was unusually late, and in approaching Nome the Thetis 
encountered a great deal of ice. Ice fields were drifting about off 
Nome, causing the large passenger steamers that had just succeeded 
in pushing their way to this important distributing point frequently 
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to shift anchorage in order to avoid being driven ashore by the pres- 
sure of the ice. 

At Nome, which can be reached by steamer from Seattle in eight or 
nine days, letters and recent newspapers were received, fresh stores 
were obtained, and the mail for the remote places in the Arctic, whose 
only means of communication with the outside world is the annual 
visit of the cutter, was taken on boaixl. 

At Nome considerable anxiety was felt for the safety of the steam- 
ship IWtland^ which was long overdue. Captain Healy without 
delay started in search of the missing vessel. Three days were spent 
in the difficult work of pushing through the ice in that part of Bering 
Sea where the Portland had last been sighted, without finding any 
trace of the missing steamer. While in the neighborhood of St. 
Lawrence Island, where there is a public school, a Presbyterian mis- 
sion and a reindeer station, an attempt was made to reach the island. 
St. Lawrence Island was found to be icebound and it was impossible 
to approach within many miles of land. 

On June 20 the Tlietls returned to Nome, where the Portland was 
found safely at anchor. On account of the unusually heavy ic« in 
Bering Sea it was impossible to continue the cruise until ffune 26, 
when a second attempt was made to reach St. Lawrence Island. 
Heavy ice and almost continual fog were encountered, and not until 
June 29 did the Thetis succeed in reaching the village of Gambell, 
near Cape Chibukak, at the northwestern extremity of the island. 

Dr. Edgar O. Campbell and Mrs. Campbell, the teachers on this 
remote island, w ere found to be in good health and spirits. A few 
hours were spent in exchanging the news of the past year, in visiting 
the school, in inspecting Government property, and in attending to 
miscellaneous business in connection with the station. 

At Cape Prince of Wales, where the Thetis arrived July 2, on 
account of ice fields drifting rapidly northward on the strong current 
through Bering Straits it was impossible to conununicate with the 
village, and the ship proceeded to a somewhat sheltered l)ay a few 
miles to the south of the cape. Mr. Rognon and Mr. Lee, the teacher 
and the missionary at Wales, came to the Thetis^ and considerable 
business in connection with the school and reindeer station at Cape 
Prince of Wales was transacted, the visit of inspection being of 
necessity postponed until later in the season. 

At St. Michael the Thetis was delaved for about three week await- 
ing the arrival of the Yukon River steamer having on board Senator 
Charles H. Dietrich, of Nebraska, who had received permission from 
the Secretary of the Treasury to make the arctic cruise on the Thetis, 
At St. Michael business connected with the school was attended to and 
supplies were purchased. The reindeer station at Unalakleet, on Nor- 
ton Sound, was also visited, and Dr. Carl O. Lind, the superintendent 
of reindeer herds in Alaska, was consulted. 
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On August 2 the Thetis left Nome and started on its cruise to Point 
Barrow, the extreme northwestern cape of the continent, visiting the 
mission station of the Protestant Episcopal Church at Point Hope en 
route. 

In the vicinity of Icy Cape, August 6, heavy ice was encountered. 
During the following days many unsuccessful attempts were made to 
proceed farther north. On August 8, near Point Belcher, about 80 
miles southwest of Point Barrow, Captain Healy decided to give up 
the attempt to reach Point Barrow, hardly enough coal remaining in 
the bunkers to take the ship back to Dutch Harbor on the Aleutian 
Islands, the nearest coaling station, more than 1,400 miles distant. 

The mail for Point Barrow was left at Point Hope to be forwarded 
by the overland mail route which is to commence operations during 
the winter of 1903-4. 

While the Thetis was in Kotzebue Sound Doctor Hamilton had a 
consultation with Mr. Dana Thomas, in charge of the reindeer station 
at Kotzebue, near the entrance to Hotham Inlet. Here, as at every 
other station in Alaska, the wisdom of introducing reindeer to aid in 
the development of the country and as a future means of support for 
those of the natives who are intelligent enough to avail themselves of 
the opportunity to become owners of reindeer is being demonstrated. 

After cruising along the Siberian coast adjacent to Bering Straits, 
where the villages of Whalen and Indian Point were visited, the Thetis 
returned to Alaskan waters, anchoring off Cape Prince of Wales 
August 16. This time it was possible to communicate w ith the shore. 
Several hours were spent in the village, the school and mission being 
visited. In the village is a store conducted entirely by natives, and 
several frame buildings are evidences of the ambition of the more pro- 
gressive natives to improve their condition. 

On August 17 Teller reindeer station, on the north shore of Port 
Clarence, was inspected. Since the commencement of the importation 
of deer, in 1892, Port Clarence has been the receiving station for the 
deer brought from Siberia and the distributing point for the other 
reindeer stations in Alaska. 

On its way south wai-d the Thetis called at King Island; the sea 
being unusually smooth it was possible for a party from the ship to 
land and visit this remarkable village of cliff dwellers and to explore 
the cave which from time immemorial has been used as a storehouse 
by the natives. At the time of the visit of the Thetisih^ island was 
deserted, the inhabitants being absent on the mainland. 

On August 21 the final visit for the season was made to the teach- 
ers on St. Lawrence Island. During the summer Doctor Campbell 
had completed the erection of a building to be used as a hospital for 
the natives. Here Mr. Thomas Richards, who during the coming 
winter of absolute isolation will assist Doctor Campbell, left the ship. 

S. Doc. 210, 58-2 3 
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St. Paul Island, the largest of the Pribilof or Seal Islands, was vis- 
ited August 25, and its adaptability for the reindeer industr}- ascer- 
tained b}' a drive of about 30 miles over the tundra. 

On August 27 the Thetis anchored in Dutch Harbor, completing 
the northern part of her cruise. The ship was thoroughly overhauled 
and coal was taken on board for the remainder of the cruise. Just 
before leaving Dutch Harbor the Thetis received for transportation to 
civilization the passengers and crew of the schooner Deering^ which 
had been driven on the rocks by the strong currents in Akutan Pass. 

Having an unusually large number of persons on board, it was 
desirable for the Thetis to make the voyage homeward with as little 
delay as possible. Valdez was the only place visited between the 
Aleutian Islands and Sitka, where the Thetis arrived September 17. 
While in Sitka Doctor Hamilton had frequent consultations with 
Mr. William A. Kelly, superintendent of schools in the Sitka district, 
and inspected the two public schools in Sitka. The Thetis returned 
to Seattle by the outside passage through the North Pacific. 

By the courtesy of Capt. Francis Tuttle, Doctor Hamilton made the 
voyage from Sitka to Seattle on the U. S. S. Perry through the inside 
passage; he was thus enabled to visit and inspect the public schools at 
Killisnoo, Hoonah, Haines, and Saxman. The Perry arrived at Seattle 
Oc toller 11. 

Aft^r attending to various matters of business with the firms in 
Seattle and San Francisco that had furnished supplies for the schools 
and reindeer stations in Alaska, Doctor Hamilton returned to Wash- 
ington October 2(5, completing a tour of inspection that had covered 
about 16,000 miles. 

COOPERATION OF STATE AND TREASURY DEPARTMENTS. 

As in former years, the honorable the Secretary of the Treasury and 
Capt. Charles F. Shoemaker, chief of the Kevenue-Cutter Service, 
granted Dr. William Hamilton, assistant agent of education in Alaska, 
transportation on the revenue cutters TJietis and J Wry, where he 
received from Capt. M. A. Healy and the officers of the revenue 
cutter Thetis and from Capt. Francis Tuttle and the officers of the rev- 
enue cutter Perry mfiwy facilities in the work of inspecting schools and 
reindeer stations. Thanks are also due to the honorable the Secretarv 
of State and the Hon. Charlemagne Tower, ambassador to the Court 
of Russia, for negotiations with the Russian authorities concerning 
the exportation of domestic reindeer from Sil^eria to Alaska. 

All of which, with accompanying papers, map, and illustrations, is 
respectfully submitted. 

Sheldon Jackson, 
General Agent of Eihication in Ahtshi, 

The Commissioner of Education. 
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request to 8ecretaby of the treasury fob trahepofitation 

on the beventje cutters of the agents of the bureau 

of education. 

Dbpaktment of the Interior, 

BuBEAU OP Education, 
Wmhinnt'm, D. O., March 18, 1903. 

Sib; Referring to the fact that for thirteen seasons past, with the 
single exception of the summer of 1898, through the permissiou of 
the Secretary of the Ti-easury and the courtesy of the Chief of the 
Revenue-Cutter Service, and of the captains commanding the cutters 
cruising in Alaskan waters, the general agent of education for Alaska 
has been able to establish and inspect schools, visit reindeer stations, 
and procure, purchase, and transjKJrt domestic reindeer into Alaska, 
and also to the fact that on account of tliere being no regular lines of 
steamers that furnish the necessary facilities for the prosecution of 
this work this Bureau has depended for the continuance of the impor- 
tant work in these distant regions upon the cooperation of the Treasuiy 
Department and the facilities afforded by its revenue cutters, 1 there- 
fore respectfully suggest that a letter be written to the honorable the 
Secretary of the Treasury requesting, if compatible with the rules of 
his office — - 

First. That he will kindJy instruct the commanding officers of the 
revenue cutters in Alaskan waters to extend to the agents of this 
Bureau such facilities as may be convenient to them and necessary for 
their work of inspection. 

Second. As commercial steamers do not call at Gambell, on the 
northwest corner of St. Lawrence Island, it will be of special assist- 
ance if the commanding officer of the U. S. S, Tketi» can be instructed 
to convey the agent of this Bureau to that place, either calling at 
Gambell on his way north fi-om Dutch Harbor or making a trip from 
Nome to Gambell and return at such time as shall be convenient for 
the commanding officer of the vessel. 

Third. Recalling the fact that in northern and western Alaska theie 
are a nmuber of teachers and schools at places where there are no 
courts of law or Government officials for the protection of property, 
and where the only semblance of Government control is the authority 
exercised by the captain of the revenue cutter, it is further suggested 
that you request the Secretary of the Treasury, if compatible with the 
rules of his office, to authorize the commanding officer of the cutter 
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Thetis to extend to the missionaries and Government teacliers outside 
of the reach of coui'ts, such prote<rtion as he can, and also that he give 
special attention to preventinjj unlawful encroachments upon the rein- 
deer herds fostered by the Government in that region. 

Fourth. That the commanding officer of the cutter which shall go 
north to Nome be instructed, if not interfering with the plans of the 
lievenue Cutter Service, to reach St. Lawrence Island at the same time 
with the whaling ships, as they follow the receding ice mo\ang noith, 
and prevent the landing of liquor for the natives on tlmt island. In 
the absence of the cutter from the island the past two or three seasons 
during the visits of the whalers considerable liquor has been landed 
and much trouble created b}*^ consequent drunkenness of the natives. 

Fifth. Mr. Sanmel li. Spriggs, who lias l)een a Government tiuicher 
at Point Barrow, between four and five hundred miles north of the 
Arctic Circle, for three years, came out last fall with his wife on the 
U. S. S. Bear for a tempomry change of climate. Mr. and Mrs. 
Spriggs are ready this spring to return to that distant arctic post and 
take up their work in the Government service. As there are no suit- 
able vessels \x\>on which they can travel north of Port Clarence, I 
would suggest that the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to 
authorize tlie commanding officer of the cutter that visits that post to 
receive Mr. and Mi*s. Spriggs on l)oard his vessel at Port Clarence 
and convey them to their destination at Point Harrow. 

Sixth. As Point Barrow is the most distiint and difficult school sta- 
tion under the Government to reach, 1 would further ask that the 
Secretarv of the Treasury instruct the captain of the cutter visiting 
that place to receive on l>oard at Seattle, and deliver at that station 
for the use of the (iovernment school, 15 tons of anthi-acite coal in 
sacks; also the annual mail for that station, and also a small consign- 
ment of medical sui)plies and surgical instruments for the use of the 
physician among the natives. 

Seventh. That the commanding officer of the Tlutls be instnicted to 
convey from Seattle to St. Lawrence Island the annual mail for that 
place. 

1 have the honor to l>e, 

Very resj^ectfully, your obedient servant, 

\\\ T. Harris, Onntnlssumer. 

The Secuktauy of the Intekiok. 
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THK SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY (4RANTS PERMISSION FOR THE 
AGENTS OF THE BUREAU OF EDUCATION TO TRAVEL ON THE 
REVENUE CUTTERS IN ALASKAN WATERS. 

Treasury Department, 

OfUCE of THE SeC^RETARY, 

Wa^/u'/ujtfm, Marvh SO, 1903. 

Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
nication of the 21st instant, inclosing copy of a letter from the Com- 
missioner of txlucation, in which the request is made that the general 
agent of education for the district of Alaska, and other ivpresenta- 
tives of the Bureau of Education, l>e furnished with transportation on 
the revenue steamer Theth on her cruise in Alaskan waters to Nome 
and Point Barrow the coming season, etc. 

In reply I have respectfull}' to state that the wishes of the Commis- 
sioner of Education, as expressed in his letter, will be complied with 
this season as in the pitst. 

Respectfully, H. A. Taylor, 

Actltttj Secrt'tary, 
The Secretary of thk Intkkiok. 



INSTRlcmoNS FROM THE SKCRKTAKY OF THE TREASURY TO THE 

C()MMANDIN(; OFFICER OF THE THETIS. 



Treasury Department, 

Offick of THE Secretary, 

^Vai<hin<ft^m^ Aj^rtf JO, lOOi. 

Sni: lioforring to instru<*tions of even date, you are further in- 
structed us follows: 

I. Thi» hononibh* the Secretary of the Interior has requested an 
follows: 

That cntninaiKlin^ ottufn*, R«'vrniK»-( 'utter Sorvico, in A Ia>'kiin waton*, UMiiHtnicted 
to extend to the u^cnts of the liun^aii of F>lu<"ition in the itroM^iiitioii of thnr work, 
Hueh faeihties \m* may )h; convenient to them an<l neeessiry, for the work of naid 
ajrent.M* inH{MrtionH. 

That the a^ent of t^iid lUiri'UU Im' ronveyiNl to St. Ijiwren(*e Inhuwl, from <iainl>el], 
when iHMind north from Diitrh HarlM>r, or ))y making a trip from N<»me ti> (iamU'll 
and return, at sueh time an may U> eonvenient to the eoinnuindin^ oftit*er of tlic 
vess«'l. 

That the eonunandiuKottieer extend to the mi;^ionarieH and (loveriiment teaeliern, 
out ol n-aeh of therourtn, Hiirh pnitei-tion an h(M-an,and that h«>^ive H|N>4-ial att<rntioii 
to preventing: unhiwful en<T<«u'hmentn ujM>n n»inde«'r h<*nlH fo»*t«'nHl }iy the <iovt»m- 
ment in those n*);ionH. 

That the <'utter making the northern cniiHe reach St. Uiwrenee Inhmd at the Minie 
time with the whahn^ tli*et, an they follow the reetHlin^; ire moving north, and pn*- 
vent the landing of liquor for the nativen at that inland. 

That Mr. and Mrn. Spri^pt (the fonner U'ln^r a (lovernnient eni|>loyiH^) )n* vtm- 
veytsl from I'ort Clarem^ to Point Harrow. 
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That the Th/^is be directed to rewive on boanl at Seattle, Wash., 15 tons of anthra- 
cite coal in smrks, to be delivered at Point Barrow; also the annual mail and a small 
consigimient of medical stores and 8urgi(*al instruments for the use of the Govern- 
ment physician among the natives, and also the annual mail for St. Lawrence Island. 

All of the foregoing reque.sts being in the line of public service, 
and there Iwing no other advantageous method of meeting the demands, 

you are directed to comply with the same as far as practicable. 

******* 

Respectfully, 

R. B. Armstrong, 

Aiitt!f<t(mt Secretary. 
Capt. M. A. IIealy, R. C. S., 

Commandhuj IL 8. Sttamer Theth^ 

SeattU^ Wash, 



Ll^nTER OF INSTRUCTIONS TO ASSISTANT ACJENT OF EDUCATION IN 

ALASKA. 

Department of the Interior, 

Bureau of Education, 
Wmhvngton, D. C, May '^, 1903. 

Sir: With the approval of the Secretary of tlie Interior, you are 
hereby detailed to inspect the public schools and industrial scliools in 
Alaska during the coming summer. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has granted my request that you may 
Ijc ix^rmitted to travel upon the revenue cutters during the discharge 
of your official duties. You will join the IT. S. S. Thetis at Seattle 
and proceed northward upon that vessel. As occasion olfers, 3'ou will 
secure tninsportiition upon other vessels in Alaskan waters. 

You are directe<l to visit and inspect, as far as possible, the schools 
at Wood Island, Kodiak, Afognak, Unga, Unalaska, St. Michael, 
Unalakleet, (lolofnin. Teller, Port Clarence, Wales, Kotzebue, and 
Gambell (St. I^awrence Island). 

Your actual necessary expenses on this tour of inspection — railroad 
and sleeping-car fare, steamship fare, and subsistence- will be |)aid 
from the appropriation ^•Schools outside incoriK)nited towns, Alaska.^' 

You are authorized and instructed on vour journev across the con- 

tincnt to stop at all i)laces where you have business in the interests of 

your work to transact. 

Very respectfully, yours, W. T. IlAunis, 

(^nminiss Inner. 
Mr. William Hamilton, 

^Iw/V///// Afjcnt nf Julueatlon In Al<tsl'a^ Wai<hhnjt(m^ JK C. 
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ITINERARY OF WILLIAM HAMILTON, PH. D. 

Department of the Interior, 
Bureau of Education, Alaska Division, 

Wmhmgt(yju D, C.^ Decemher 11^^ 1903, . 

Sir: In compliance with j'our instructions to join tlie U. S. S. T/wtis^ 
for tho annual tour of inspection of United States public schools and 
reindeer stiitions in western and arctic Alaska, 1 left Washington on 
May 4 and arrived at Seattle six days later. The Thetis was still on 
the dry dock at the navy-yard at Bremerton, where the ropaii's 
required to put the vessel in perfect condition for the Arctic cruise 
were being completed. On May 11 the Thetis arrived and tied up to 
a buoy in Seattle Harbor, to await the arrival of the U. S. S. Manning 
with a quantity of stores from San Fi'ancisco for the use of the Tlieth 
during her long cruise. There were unexpected delays, the Manning 
having encountered severe weather l>etween San Fnincisco and Seattle. 
On May 20 the last details were complete — the ship's stonvs and the 
mail for the Arctic stations safelv stowed awav — and at 4r a. m. the 
Thi'fiH steamed away from Seattle, northward through Puget Sound, 
turncMl into the Straits of Fuca, and at 8 p. m. rounded Cajw Flattery 
and passed out into the North Pacific Ocean. 

The roster of the officers of the Thetis wius as follows: ("apt. Michael 
A. He^ily, c(mimanding; executive officer, First Lieut. Charles E. 
Johnston; navigator, Second Lieut. Fnink B. (foudey; Third Lieut. 
Hiram R. Searles; Third Lieut. Francis U. Shoemaker; chief engineer, 
Levin T. Jones; assistimt engineer, William L. Maxwell; assistant 
engineer, Henry T. Powell; surgeon, Ilenry Horn, M. D. Mrs. 
Healy accompanied ils during the entire cruise. 

The voyage between S(Mittle and the Aleutian Islands was unevent- 
ful. At dusk, on June 3, land was sighted — the snow-streaked, rocky 
pinnacles of the Krenitzin group of the Aleutian Islands, jutting above 
the western horizon. S(K)n the fog came down like a blanket and for 
the next thirty-six hours the vessel was enveloped in an imp<'netrable 
cloudy world of very narrow limits, everything l)eyond the immediate 
vicinity of the ship being lost to view. 

The Aleutian Islands, a series of partially submerged mountain 
peaks, 70 in numlM»r, extend westward from the Alaskan peninsula 
a thousjind miles toward Asia. These volcanic i)eaks are entirely 
treeless, dwarf sp<»(^imens of creeping willow lM>ing the nearest 
approach to timl)er found in this region, (irasses, moss, and wild 
llowfMs cover the hillsides and valleys during the summer months. 
The Aleutian chain forms a Imrrier between the North Pmritic Ocean 
and Bering St*a, entnince Iwing usually obtained through one of the 
three* jwisses near the eastern end of the chain of islands — Unimak, 
Akutan, or Unalga. Tide rips and rocks an^ found in these narrow 
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passes and only in clear weather is it safe for a vessel to attempt to 
pass throuj|:li them. While waiting otf the islands for the fog to lift, 
the crew of the Thetli* spent several hours in catching cod, with which 
th(»se gloomy waters teem. 

June 5, dawned bright and clear. During the days of fog the ship 
had drifted out of sight of land, but at about 8 o'clock in the morning 
land wjis again sighted many miles distant on the starboard bow. In 
a few hours we were coasting along the rocky shores toward llnalga 
Pass, enjoying the sujxirb panorama of mountain ninges crowned with 
snow, their slo|>es intensely green, bold headlands and towering pinna- 
cles against whose rocky bases the surf was l)eating. The precipitous 
cliffs are fre(|uented hy l)irds in enormous numbers; a shot fired from 
the deck of a passing vessel will bring them out of their nests in the 
clefts of the rock in myriads and the air will l)e white with fluttering 
wings; in foggy weather their harsh cries often warn the navigator of 
too near approach to land. Just ])efore entering Unalga Pass we 
steamed over a smooth sea whose surface wius l)lack with countless 
whale birds that fled in great flocks at our approach. 

About noon we rounded the familiar Priest Kock, an outlying pin- 
nacle somewhat resembling a Kusso-Greek priest in full canonicals, 
and entered Tnalaska Harbor. Near the head of the harl>or are two 
villages, Dutch Harbor (IMakta post-office) and Unalaska, tmding 
posts and coal stations maintained l)v the North Ameri(*an Commercial 
Company and the Alaska Commercial Company, respectively. Dutch 
Harbor is the more recently established trading post and consists of a 
store, hotel, and houses occupied by the empknees of the North Amer- 
ican Conunercial C'ompany. The village of Unahtska was founded by 
the Kussians about 17^)0, and it is intimatelv connected with the history 
of liussian occupation of the Aleutian Islands. The large (f reek Church 
with its green Byzantine dome is a striking f(»ature in the landscape. 
During the summer months Unalaska Har})or is the rendezvous for 
the shipping in that part of the world. The ships of the arctic w^haling 
fleet call then' for coal, water, supplies, and mail, leaving information 
of the movements of the ice in Bering Sea and receiving news of the 
bu.sy world to the south. The large* passenger steam(»rs from Seattle 
or San FraiK'isco en route to Nome stop there in order to olitiiin coal 
and to give their hundreds of imssengers an op]:x)rtunity to i)reak the 
monotony of the long voyage by enjoying a day on shore. This harlH)r 
is the headciuarters of the United States reveiuie cutters and of the 
British gunl)oats engaged in the Bering Sea patrol. 

At 2 p. m., June ."), the Thrlix tied up to the wharf at Dutch Ilarl)or, 
and coaling for the arctic cruis(* connn<»nced without delay. During 
the following days I visited and ins|>ected the public school at Unalaska, 
and had frecpient eonsultation^ with Miss Ann Alann and Mr. William 
A. Davis, the tea<hiM*s; also with Mr. N. (ini3% I^^'- A. W. Newhall, 
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and Mr. T. KichardH, members of the local school committee. Many 
urgently needed repairs to the school building were authorized. 

Throughout this region of Alaska there are numerous waifs — chil- 
dren whose fathers are unknown. Here at Unalaska the Methodist 
AVoman's Home Mission Society in 1S89 entered upon the noble work 
of taking these destitute children out of their sijualor and mental 
darkness and by surrounding them with the influences of a Christian 
home lifts them into a higher civilization. From a In^ginning with 
two orphan waifs from Attu, the westernmost island of the Aleutian 
chain, the Home family had in 1903 increased to about 40 children in 
two large and commodious buildings. Dr. A. W. Newhall is the 
superintendent of this establishment. 

At r).30 p. m., June 11, the lines were cast off and the Thetis started 
from Dutch Harbor on her cruise through Itering Sea and the Arctic 
Ocean, Nome being her objective point. On June 14 ice was encoun- 
tered and until the 10th the ship steamed slowly in the direction of 
Nome through scattered floes or following leads in the ice fields. At 
7 p. m., June 16, the Thdis came to anchor al)out 2 miles oflf the town 
of Nome. Seven large passenger steamers, the first of the season, 
had arrived earlier during the sjune da}. Great masses of ice were 
drifting al»out ottshore, causing the steamers fretiuently to shift their 
anchorage in order to avoid the danger of l)eing driven ashore by the 
pressure of the ice or losing their anchors by the snapping of the 
anchor chains. 

There is no harl)or at Ncmie; the town lies along the unprotected 
beach open to the unchecked assaults of Bering Sea. The tentt^d city 
of the days of the gold rush of ISJKS has given place to a town of 
frame buildings lying on the flat tundra only a few feet al)Ove the sea. 
With the ent(»rprise characteristic of new towns in Alaska, Nome has 
secured for itsolf almost all the comforts of civilization that are found 
in a town of its size in the thickly inhabited parts of our country; 
l)oanl(Ml streets, water supply, fire dejmrtment, electric- light system, 
cold-stonige plants, t(»lephones, newsimpers, and a sul)urban niiiway 
to the Anvil (-reek mines. During the sunnner months it is only 
eight or nine days by steamer from Seattle and its stores are well sup- 
plied with provisions, rh)thing, and all the necessaries and man}' of 
thr luxuricvs of life. At Nome we received much-appreciaU^d letters, 
nrwspajM'rs, and magazines from the States, and the ship's stewards 
pun*hased supplies of fresh provisions. 

()n(» of the duties of the Revenue-C'utter SiM'vice is to furnish 
as>istance to ships in times of jMMil and disast(»r. During the past 
twfMity years the vess<»lsof this service, cruising in Bering S(*a and the 
Arcti<' ()<'ean, have rescued and taken from those sti^rile shores more 
than a thousand shipwivcked sailors and destitute miners, and have 
savcMl from starvation the natives of many an arctic village. The 
U. S. S. littir has made a magnificent record in this noble work. 
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The first news received iit Nome was that the steamer Portland^ with 
hundreds of passengers, was long overdue, and it Avas feared that she 
had been imprisoned T)v the ice fields in northern Bering Sea. Accoi-d- 
ingly, as soon as the provisions for the ship and the mail for those 
places in the Arctic Alaska, whose only reliable means of communication 
with the outside world is the annual visit of the cutter, had been taken 
on board, anchor wius weighed and the ThH!i< headed for that part of 
Bering Sea where the IWtland had last l>een sighted. During the next 
sixty hours we followed many courses through the ice fields in the 
northeastern part of Bering Sea, and a sharp lookout was kept for the 
missing vessel. The captain had promised an extm month's pay to 
the man who first sighted the Portland; accordingly, in addition to the 
regular watch on deck and in the crow's nest at the foremast head, 
each of the other masts had its fringe of volunteer observers. The ice 
pack was found to extend in a solid mass from King Island, a short 
distance south of Ifering Strait, to St. Lawrence Island. Having 
skirted the edge of the impenetrable ice along that entire distance, 
and having carefully explored the region where the PortlanA would 
be likel}' to be, without finding any trace of the vessel. Captain Healy 
decided to return to Nome. On the way, an attempt was made to reach 
St. Lawrence Island, where there is a public school and Presbyterian 
Mission, but the island was inclosed b}' heavy ice, and it was not pos- 
sible to approach within 10 miles of the land. During this search for 
the Pirrtland among the ice fields, schools of walrus were sighted, and 
the i)eculiar illusions caused by mirage were freciuently seen. Upon 
our arrival at Nome, during the morning of June 20, the Portland 
was found safely riding at anchor in the roadstead. 

On account of the unusually heavy ice in Bering Sea it was evident 
that it would be imi)ossible to continue the cruise for sevenil days to 
come. From June 20 to June 20 the Tin tin remained off Nome, fre- 
(|ueutly getting uj) steam and shifting her anchorage in order to avoid 
the massive ice fields that drifted about, a constant source of danger — 
to navigation. During these days of waiting there were many drills, 
fire drills, abandon ship, muster and inspection, the manual of arms, 
and gun drill. 

On rlune 20 it was thought it would be possil)le to work through 
the ice and make a landing on St. Lawrence Island, and the captain 
decided to make another attempt to reach the village of Gambell, near 
the northwest cape of the island. Once more we headed into the ice 
fields, and during the following days we were repeatedh' stopped by 
the ice and fog. In the vicinity of St. Lawrence Island dense fog was 
encountered. The cliffs of the island might loom up before us at any 
moment, and the captain ])roceeded with great caution. AlK)ut noon, 
June 2J», lh(»re was a rift in th(» all-env(»loping gray curtain and the 
forl)id(ling dark cojt^t suddenly appt^aied. For several hours we 
jjjtoamed slowly along the wide strip of ice that continuously fringed 
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the shore. On the surface of the ice we noticed great bi*own masses 
that in the distance we supposed to be piles of drift-wood tossed up by 
the waves. Closer inspection showed them to be hundreds of walrus 
lying on the ice; the difficulties of navigation in the vicinity of this 
ice-fringed, fog-bound, rocky coast precluded the possibility of se(;ur- 
ing any of these denizens of the frozen seas. At !) p. m. we again ran 
into impenetrable fog, and the ship came to a standstill about 2 miles 
from shore. During the night we frequently had to steam out of the 
way of drifting ice fields. 

Next morning the cruise along the deserted shore of St. I^awrenc^ 
Island was resumed. About noon the Thetln anchored 3 miles from 
the village of Gambell, near Cape Chi})ukak, at the northwestern 
extremitv of the island, where there is a settlement of from 3(M) to 
400 Eskimos who eke out a precarious existence ])v hunting the whale, 
walrus, seal, and fish of the adjacent sea. 

St. Ijawrence Island is a long, narrow strip of land in northern 
Bering sea, 40 mik\s east of Indian Point on the Siberian coast, 110 ' 
miles south of Bering Straits, and about 120 miles southwest of Nome, 
its surfac(» is a rolling tundm with here and there a mnge of Iwirren 
hills. It is a cheerless, desolate region, swept b}' the arctic gales; 
during (Mght or nine months it is an island in an icebound sea, 
absoIuU^ly inaccessible to the outside world. It is without a tree, 
without agricultund possibilities, and, so far as known, without min- 
enil resources. On the island an* large tmcts of reindeer moss which, 
as grazing ground for herds of reindeer, redeem the island fi*om 
absolut<i worthlessness. For the civilization of the natives, the Bureau 
of Education has since 1891 maintained a public school in the village 
of (faml)ell, and in order, if iK)ssible, to provide means of supiK)rt for 
the natives, in 1900 placed a herd of reindeer on the island. A mission 
of the Pres})vt(»rian Church has l)een maint^iined here since 1892. 
During the short summer, when the island can be reached by ships, 
its only visitors are a few of the arctic^ whalers, en route to the whaling 
grounds of the far north, and the revenue cutter on its annual cruise. 
The annual mail is brought ])y the cutter and the provisions and other 
suppli(\'^ for the teachei^s are delivered once a year by the ship which 
th(» Bureau of Etlucation sends with supi)lies for all the arcti(* stations. 

\'(MT soon after the v(»ssel came to anchor, Dr. Edgar (). Campl)ell, 
who is the pu}»lic scIi(K)1 -teacher, medinil missionary, and su|K*rintend- 
ent of the reindeer heiti on this island, came on Iwmnl without delay. 
1 accompanied Doctor Campl)ell ba<*k to his home in the village, where 
1 m<«t Mrs. CamplM»ll. The next few horn's were sjxMit in exchanging 
the new.s of a year, in inspecting the school and (fovernment property, 
in attending to the misi'ellaneous business connected with the carrying 
on of the sch(K)l, and in taking photographs. Doctor CauipbclFs 
account of his work will Ik*, found elsewh(*re in this report. 
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At 7 o'clock the next morning the Thetis weighed anclior and headed 
for Cape Prince of Wales, the we^sternniost point of the North Ameri- 
can Continent. At 4 a. m. July 2, we were abreast of the Cape Prince 
of Wales mountain, rendered remarkable by the jagged rocks extend- 
ing for miles along its sununit. The sea between the ship and the 
village was full of cakes of ice drifting rapidly northward through 
Bering Strait on the swift current. Communication with the shore 
by means of the ship's boats was impossible; steaming southward to a 
small bight between the highland of Cape Prince of Wales and Cape 
York, the Ttwtls came to anchor, somewhat sheltered from the ice fields. 
About 8 a. m. an oomiak load of natives, who had been out hunting 
came on board. After considerable persuasion they consented to take 
a letter to Mr. liognon, and Mr. Lee, the teacher and missionary at 
Wales, requesting them to come out to the ship if possible. Toward 
evening these gentlemen arrived, and in the cabin of the Thetis con- 
siderable business was rapidly transacted, the visit to the village being 
postponed until lat<5r in the season. At 10 p. m. Mr. Lee and Mr. 
Rognon returned to the village with the mail and the supplies for the 
school. During July 3 the TJwtis was joined off Cape York by several 
vessels of the arctic whaling fleet, and by the schooner Laura Madsen^ 
of San Francisco, having on board the annual supplies for the schools 
and missions on the shores of Bering Sea and the Arctic Ocean; all 
these ships were barred by the ice from progress northward. 

On the -ith of July, in honor of the day, the vessels were gay with 
flags, and at noon a salute of 21 guns from the TJutix sounded out over 
the ice fields. Captain Healy entertained the captains of the whalers 
and Capt. Philip II. (>)ok, of the Maiho)^ at dinner in the cabin. 
During the afternoon the sailors engaged in various games — masthead 
races, shoe races, and other frolicking. Captain Healy had intended 
to visit Teller reindeer station, on the north shore of Port Clarence, at 
this time. This great arm of the sea nnnaining fast locked in the ice, 
an entrance wjis impossible. Returning to Nome, July 6 and 7 were 
sjwnt at anchor and sundry repairs to the engine were made. 

At 8 a. m. Julv <s, we were under wav, with the Swedish mission sta- 
tion on (iolofnin Bay as our o})jective point. When we passed Cape 
Darby and KcH'ky Point, at the entmnce to (xolofnin Bay, a strong 
southwest wind was blowing directly into the l)ay and piling up 
great s(»as on the })each, making a huiding impossii)le. Accordingly, 
the ship continued her course toward St. Michael through Norton 
Sound, tinged with the flood of fresh water which the rivers pour into 
it, and covered with driftwood l)n)ught down from the interior. 

At 7 a. m. July \\ the Thrth dropped anchor under Whale Island, 
off the village of St. Michael, 60 miles from the mouth of the Yukon. 
At this place a stcwkade fort was established by the Russians in 1833. 
Until the completion of the White Pass and Yukon liailway three 



INTRODUCTION OF DOMESTIC REINDEER INTO ALASKA. 47 

years jigo, St. Michael wjis the principal outlet for the Yukon trade 
and the only store of supplies for the interior of Alaska. During the 
season of open navigation— June to October — it is the point of trans- 
fer from ocean-going vessels to the river steamers. The village con- 
sists of an extensive army post, two hotels, the offices and lodging 
houses of the Northern Commercial Company and the North American 
Trading and Transportation Company, and a small native settlement. 

The Tlu'th remained at anchor off St. Michael until August 1, await- 
ing the arrival of the Yukon River steamer having on board United 
States Senator Charles H. Dietrich, of Nebraska, and Misa Dietrich, 
who had received permission from the Secretary of the Treasury to 
make the arctic cruise on the Thetis, Senator Dietrich had expected 
to meet the TJietts at St. Michael about elul}^ 8, his steamer bi»ing due 
on that day; but sand Imrs and shallows play havoc with the schedules 
of the Yukon River steamers, and when one takes passage at either 
end of the river route it is a matter of mere conjecture as to when he 
will arrive at his destination. 

During this period of waiting I had several consultations with the 
members of the local school (»onunittee for St. Michael, Maj. R. H. 
Wilson, U. S. Army, and United States Connnissioner Merritt, regaitl- 
ing the affairs of th(» school. The teacher, Mr. Fninklin Moses, was 
absent up the Yukon, having secured emploN'ment during his vacation 
in connection with the Quartermaster's Department of the Army. 
By th(5 courtesy of Capt. I. N. Hib])erd, in charge of the transporta- 
tion department of the Northern Commercial Company, 1 was afforded 
an opiK)rtunity to visit Unalakleet, near the mouth of the Unalaklcet 
River, at the eastern end of Norton Sound. At Unalakleet there is a 
public school and a mission of the Swedish Evangelical Union. It is 
also the headcjuarters of Mr. Axel E. Karlsen, who during the jMist 
year has liad the ovei*sight of the reindeer herds in the neighborhood 
of Unalakleet. 

The upper end of Norton Sound is full of shoals and it is difficult of 
navi<r.iti()n for a vessel dniwing more than a few feet. It was there- 
fore decerned unwise for the Thdli< to make the attempt to reach 
I^nalakleet. It could, how(»ver, be reached by the small steamer 
Mrtnfi\ which is used l)y the Northern Connnercial Compmy as a dis- 
jxitch lK)at b(»tween lu^adcjuarters at St. Michael and places in the 
vicinity. The servicers of the Mrttor IwMng in constant demand in St. 
Michael Harbor, it was i)ossible for her to make the extra trip to 
Unalakleet only at such a tinu^ as sh(». could be spired. It hap{>ened 
that on this occasion she left St. Michael at S o'clock in the evening, 
arriving at Unalakleet alxHit il o'cUn-k the following morning. As 
h{»r time was exceedingly limited I hurricHlly transiu'tod my business 
with Mr. Karlsen and Mr. Carl O. Lind, who has just l)een appointed 
superintendent of the reindeer herds in Alaska, between 2 and 4 a. m., 
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when it was necessary to return on account of falling tide and urgent 
business. Lieutenant Goudey, the navigating oflSccr of the Thetis^ 
accompanied me on this trip in order that he might obtain information 
regarding the upper part of Norton Sound which might be of service 
to him in future cruises. At this season of the 3'ear there is no night, 
and the transaction of our midnight business was not hampered by 
darkness. There were, however, swarais of moscjuitocs which attacked 
us as soon as we landed and continued their operations unceasingly 
until we were out in the sound again. 

Observations during Our recent visit to St. Lawrence Island had 
led me to decide that it was not wise to leave Doctor Campbell and 
Mrs. Campbell alone on the island. This being also the opinion of 
Captain Healy, it was determined to send an assistant to Doctor Camp- 
bell, if a suitable person for that position could be procured in this 
region. At St. Michael, in the employ of the Northern Commercial 
Company, we found Mr. Thomas Richards, who had Ix^en l)oatswain 
on the U. S. S. Bear for eight ^'cars, and had also been assistant 
keeper of the refuge station at Point Barrow. He has had long 
experience in dealing with the Eskimos, and possesses a thorough 
knowledge of life in the Arctic. He was highly recommended by 
Captain Healy, who had been in command of the Beai' during Mr. 
Richards' period of service. Mr. Richards accepted the position, and 
on eTuly 13 came on l>oard the Thetis for transportation to St. Lawrence 
Island. 

During the aftesrnoon of eluly 27 the Northern Commercial Com- 
pany's steamer Iltaly arrived, having on board United States Senators 
Burnham, Dillingham, Nelson, and Patterson, the members of the 
Senate Committee on Territories, who were making an official visit to 
Alaska; also the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate and other gentlemen 
connocti^d with the Senatorial party. During the remainder of this 
and the following day the Senators were busily engaged in interview- 
ing the lejuling men of St. Michael, obtaining information at first 
hand regarding legislation needed for Alaska. On the evening of 
July 2S Capt. Omar J. Humphrey and Capt. L N. Hibberd, in charge 
of the affairs of the North American Tmding and Ti-ansportation 
Company and the Northern Commercial Company, respectively, gave 
a ))an(iuet in honor of the m(»m})ers of the Senatorial party, at which 
guests from the army i)()st, the revenue cutters Tlutin and McCuUoch^ 
and the village of St. Michael were also present. There were no 
speeches, and the informality and cordial spirit of the occasion were 
greatly enjoyed. After the l)an(iuet man}'^ of the guest,s accompanied 
the Senators on board one of tin* harbor tugs and escorted them to the 
U. S. S. MrCulfneh^ on which they left for Nome at about 11 p. m. 

On August I Senator Dietrich and Miss Dietrich arrived on the 
river steamer <SV//v/, and were received on board the Theth. They 
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were our fellow-passengers during the rest of the summer. At 9.30 
the same evening the Thetis steamed out of St. Michael Harbor en 
route for Nome. 

At Nome, on August 2, the Rt. Rev. Peter Trimble Rowe, who was 
making his official tour of inspection of the mission stations of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in western Alaska, joined the ThctiH for 
transi)ortation to Point Hope. Bishop Rowe visits this remote sta- 
tion once every three yeara. It can be conveniently reached only on 
the annual cruise of the revenue cutter. 

Upon leaving Nome, August 3, we encountered rough weather. 
During the night we passed through Bering Straits and entered the 
Arctic Ocean. On August 4 we anchored off Point Hope. From the 
high ground of the mainland a narrow strip of absolutely barren 
land, only a few feet al>ove the sea, extends about 10 miles into the 
Arctic Ocean. Its shape gives this projection its native name, Tigerah 
(The Finger). It has evidently been formed l)y ice fields grounding 
and pushing up the sand and stones into a ridge before them. Near 
the ocean end of this narrow peninsula is the native village, a cluster 
of sod huts. About a mile to the eastward are the mission buildings, 
and a])<)iit the same dist^mce nearer to the mainland areseveml whaling 
stilt ions, inhabited bv white men. 

A part}' from the Thdw accompanied Bishop Rowe ashore and visited 
Dr. John B. Driggs, the medical missionar}- in charge of the station. 
Doctor Driggs hospitably entertained us at a lunch in which the prin- 
cii)al article of food was steak from the bowhead whale, prepareil by 
native cooks. The cooking reflected credit upon the cooks and their 
instructor. Doctor Driggs has been in charge of this mission continu- 
ously since ISJin, with the exception of a few months during the winter 
of lsil5, when he visited the States. At Point Hope the sun sinks 
below th(» horizon a])()ut December 10 and rises agiiin a))out January 
3, giving Doctor Driggs and his associates a night of more than five 
hundred hours. In the long dusk of the arctic winter, lamps arc 
re<iuir('(i in th(» schoolroom continuously from November to February. 
The gales swe(»p unolistructed over the ice fields and the low-lying land; 
the snow flies in perfect sheets, almost blinding those who leave the 
sli(»lter of their houses; it seems at times as if the mission building 
its(»lf nnist be blown from its foundations. Sometimes, l>efore the 
Arctic Ocean is imprisoned by the winter ice, great seas break ujxin 
the narrow strip of land, almost submerging it from shore to shore. 
Formerly the land extended farther into the (K;ean; during an autumn 
storm the ice pick came down upon it with such violence as to sweep 
away a considenible portion, submerging a numln^r of native huts. 
The effects of mission and sc*hool work, here and at other places in 
Alaska where these Insneficent influences have been at work, are evident 
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in the brighter, more intelligent expressions of the faces of the natives 
and in the greater amount of cleanliness to te found. 

Near Cape Lisburne, a rugged headland 850 feet in height, coal has 
been discovered and has been mined to some extent. While searching 
for the missing steamer Purtland^ and during our almost constant 
troubles with ice, a great (juantity of coal had been consumed by the 
Thetis^ and Captain Healy wished to replenish tlie bunkers from this 
arctic mine. We were greatly disappointed on arriving at this place, 
August (), to find tliat the few miners who had been there earlier in 
the season had ceased their operations, the mine was deserted, and no 
coal could l>e obtained. 

During the following days we coasted through scattered ice fields 
northward along the coast, which for hundreds of miles is almost level 
with the sea. In thick weather it is almost impossible to distinguish 
the land from the water. On August 6, near Icy Cape, we sighted 
the l)eai'on which the Bear had erected, in 11K)2, as an aid to naviga- 
tion. At this point the lookout in the crow's nest reix)rted impene- 
trable ice ahead and anchor was dropped about 4 miles from shore. 
For the next thirty -six hours we remained in tliis region, frequently 
shifting anchorage to avoid the drifting ice. During this period of 
waiting, sovenil shooting jmrties left the ship and explored the neigh- 
boring lieacli and tundra. 

Icy Cape was the northernmost point reached by Capt. James Cook, 
August 18, 1778, when searching for the Northwest Passage, and it 
received its name from him. From this extreme northern limit of his 
explorations he proceeded to the Sandwich Islands, where he met his 
death. 

It was impoitant for the TJu'tin to reach Point Barrow and deliver 
the annual mail to the teuchers, missionaries, and whaien^en at that 
north westernmost point of the continent. Accordingly, many attempts 
were made to penetrate the ice, but with little success. 

On August 8, in the vicinity of Point Belcher, alwut 80 miles south- 
west of Point Barrow, it was found impossil)le to proceed farther 
north. The supply of coal was barely suthcient to take the ship back 
to Dutch Harbor, the nearest coaling station, about 1,400 miles away. 
It might l>e several weeks Iwfore the ice would leave the shore, mak- 
ing it possible to approach Point Barrow. On the evening of August 8 
Captain Ilcal}^ n»luctantly decided to give up the attempt to reach 
Point Barrow this setvson and the Tlwti^ headed southward. 

On August 10, we arrived at Point Hope and left with Doctor 
Driggs the mail for Point Barrow, which Doctor Driggs agreed to 
forward to its destination l)y the overland mail route, which is to 
connnence openitions during the winter of lJ)()3-4. Bishop Kowe 
returned on })oani and was with us until the ship reat^hed Nome again. 
At 2 p. m. August II, the Thdia anchored off Cape Blossom, in Kotze- 
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bue Sound. During the evening Mr. Dana Thomas, the superintendent 
of tlic Friends' Mission at Kotzebue, near the entrance to Hothani 
Inlet, came on board and 1 had a hurried interview with him. Ilis 
report for the year is printed elsewhere in this appendix. At i).15 
the ThetU was again under way. 

After making a detour to the Siberian coast, where the villages of 
Whulen and Indian Point were visited, we anchored off the village of 
Wales at noon August 16. Mr. Lee and Mr. Rognon at once came 
out to the ship and several of us returned with him to the village in 
an oomiak. From time immemorial the oomiak has l)een the genenil 
utility boat used by the Eskimos throughout this region. It is about 
20 feet long, 3i feet t)eam, and 3 feet deep; it is constructed of drift- 
wood, over which walrus or sea-lion hide has been tightly stretched. 
It is flat-bottomed and can easily be dragged through the surf over 
the shallows and high on the beach out of reach of the waves. When 
turned upside down on shore it affords th(», natives shelter from rain 
storms. These oomiaks are quite seaworthy, and in them (luring the 
summer men and women, with their children, dogs, cooking utensils, 
and the miscellaneous propi^rty acquired by these inveterate traders, 
make long voyages up and down the Alaskan coast. The natives of 
Cape Prince of Wales in their oomiaks frequently cross the 4<) miles 
of rough water of Bering Strait and visit the villages along the 
Siberian shore. 

The village of Wales has a native iwpuhition of a})out 500; it is the 
larg(»st village on the Alaskan coast. Since I81K) a station of the 
Americiin Missionary Association (Congregational) and a public school 
have been maintained at this place. The mission at Wales was the 
tirst to receive a herd of reindeer. Eskimos now own hundreds of 
deer of their own, and if thev retain the habits of thrift which the 
missionaries and teachers inculcate tlu»v will be the wealthiest natives 
in that region, and their influen<'e will l>e increasingly felt far and 
wide among tiie Eskimos of the other villages. 

At Wales is a store conducted by natives (Akbaok Sc C-o.), and sev- 
eral small frame buildings among the driftwood huts are evidences of 
th(» ambition of the more (»nterprising natives to improve their prim- 
itive^ i'onditions. At the time of our visit the village^ was almost 
dcsert(»(l, the natives Innng absent on hunting expcMlitions along the 
coast or (Migagcnl in the less praiseworthy occuimtion of loaHng in the 
outskirts of Nome. 

During the afternoon we visit<?d Mr. Leo and his family in the 
mission house on the hill overlooking the village, inspecte<l th<» sch(K>l 
building, and {mid short visits to some of the native huts. At 9 
o'cl<M-k in the evening the Theiln wjis under way for Port Clarence. 
Very early in the morning of August 17 we arrived at Telh»r reindeer 
station, on the north shore of Port Clarence, an arm of tin* sea which 
indents the western end of the Seward I^cninsula a short distance 

S. \\w. 210. 5H-2- 
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south of Bering Straits. It was first visited and described hy Captain 
Beechc} , of 11. M. S. BloHS(nn^ 1827, who named it Port Clarence after 
the Duke of Clarence. It is a good harbor, free from the ocean swell, 
and is the rendezvous for the arctic whaling fleet that here in July of 
each year awaits the arrival of the coal tender from San Francisco. 
As a rule, the bay is clear of ice about June 25. The season of 1903 
was exceptional. 

Port ('larencc l)eing the nearest harbor to that part of Siberia from 
which reindeer have been obtained since 1892, it has ^KJen the receiv- 
ing point for the deer brought over season after season by the U. S. S. 
Bear, PVom Teller reindeer station, winter after winter, herds have 
been sent out over the frozen tundra to the other centers of the rein- 
deer, industry in Alaska. 

August 17 was one of those perfect days which in midsummer some- 
times gladden the traveler in the arctic regions. The sun shone 
brightly, the air was mild, and the sea smooth. Mr. T. L. Brevig, 
who has Iwen the superintendent of Teller reindeer station for many 
years, came out to the Thetiti before anyone on l>oard was stirring, 
except those on watch, and rejjorted that the reindeer herd was graz- 
ing about 5 miles distant from the stiition, ])ut that a messenger had 
been sent to tell the herders to drive the deer to the station in order 
that we might see them, doing ashore, we walked several miles 
along the beach and met the herd coming to the station. On our 
way we passed the stump of one of the telegraph poles erected in 
18()7 by the expedition of the Western Union Telegniph Company, 
which endeavored to construct a telegmph line across Alaska to con- 
nect with the line iU*ross eastern Siberia. The success of the trans- 
Atlantic cjible cjiused this project to be abandoned. 

While we accomimnied the herd >)ack to the station we had ample 
opportunity to observe the deer at close ninge. A reindeer is usually 
brown in color, white s|K)ts appear on some, and a few are pure white. 
The avemge height at the shoulder is a])out 8i fe(*t, and the weight of 
a full-grown deer is jwrhaps 250 ])ounds. Reindeer are very gregari- 
ous and are easily herded; two or three dogs easily kei^p a herd of 
several hundrc^d from scattering. They do not hav(» to l)e fed, graz- 
ing for themselves winter and summer on tlie reindeer moss (C/adonia 
ran<ftf< nti(i) and gniss which a))ound throughout northwestern and 
arctic Alaska. In the winter they paw away the snow with their 
front hoofs and easily reach the moss and grass beneath, unless the 
snow is covered with a coat of i<e, which herders must then break for 
them. Tliey do not re(iuire the shelter of a shed in winter. During 
the calving season — March and April — the herds are kept under the 
lee of the hills, which furnish all the protection they require. 

After a very enjo\'a])le visit to the station w(» returned to the Thetis^ 
and during the afternoon, in one of the ship's sailing cuttei*s, made a 
vova^o to the town of Teller, near the head of the bav. Teller was 
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formerly a flourishing town, the distributing point for supplies for 
this section of the country. The mining district in which it is situated 
not proving rich, there has been an exodus from Teller, and it is now 
a deserted town; streets of neatly built frame houses empty and going 
to wreck and ruin are a depressing reminder of the days of the town's 
prosperity. The Bureau of Education formerly maintained a public 
school at this place, but here, as elsewhere in the mining regions of 
Alaska, the school had to bo discontinued on account of lack of pupils. 

On August 18 we visited King Island, a mass of biisalt about a mile 
in length rising 800 feet above the sea near the southern end of Bering 
Straits. There is no beach an^'^where on the island, the sea breaking 
directly against the roc:ks, and it is seldom that a landing can be made 
with ship's boats. On tliis occasion the sea being unusually smooth, a 
imrty from the TJietis succeeded in exploring the cave to the right of 
the i-avine on the south side of the island. Into the mouth of the cave 
the sen dashes. There is a sliaft leading from the top of the island 
into the cave; through this cleft in the mountain the snow has drifted, 
forming a Imnk 40 or 50 f(»et high, a barrier between the outer and 
inner parts of the cave. By means of steps cut in the hard snow and 
a rope .securely fast(Mu*d near the summit of the snow l>ank, we over- 
came tliis obstacle and [XMietnited into the interior of the cave. From 
time innnemorial this cav(»rn has Ik^cu used as a storehouse bv the 
King Island natives. Walrus and seal meat are aiched among the 
rocks. In the floor of the inner cav(» are entmnces to shafts which 
ai)pear to extend deep down into the island. The rocks are slipiKiry 
with the slime of ages, and the air is indescri})ably foul from the 
putrefaction of miusses of m<»at. 

The cliffs of King Island rise precipitously from the ocean. Near 
tlie (Mit ranee to tin*, cave a nivine rising from the ocean at an angle of 
aljout 45 d(»grees scars the rlitf. On the sides of this nivine cluster the 
huts of these arctic cliff dwellers. Their winter homes are huts rudely 
constructed of unh(>wn ston<»: their sunnner dwellings are rectimgular 
tents of walrus hide stretched over driftwood frames, guyed to the 
rocks to prevent tliem from being lilown out to sea. This uni(|ue set- 
tlrnuMit was visited }»y C apt. James (VH»k, August «>, 177S, and named 
by him King Island, after Lieut. «Iames King, a memU^r of his imrty. 
At the time of our visit tlie village was absolutely deserted, the {)opu- 
lation having mignit<Hl to the mainland for the sunnner. 

On August 1J> Bishop Kowe left us at Nome, and here once more 
stores of fn^sli ])rovisi<ms were purchased. 

An August 21 we niad<», our s«»cond and final visit for the season to 
the exiled teachers on St. I^awrence Island. During the smnmer 
Doctor CamplN'll and the native carjwnters had constructed an annex 
to the station building, which was to >>e usihI as a hospital. This build- 
ing reflects cn»dit upon the industry and ability of Dot*tor Camp})ell 
and his assistants. Here we left Mr. Richards, who, during the coming 
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winter of absolute isolation from the outside world, will assist Doctor 
and Mrs. Canipliell in the work of the station. 

The next place at which we touched was the village of St. Paul, 
on the island of the same name, the largest of the Pribilof group, con- 
sisting of St. Paul, St. George, Otter and Walrus, the so-called seal 
islands, in southern Bering Sea. 

In 1786, when the supply of furs upon the Aleutian Islands began 
to decrease, etfoils were made to discover the summer retreat of 
the fur se^l, large numbers of which were observed going northward 
through the passes between the Aleutian Islands in June of each year. 
But so well were these small islands hidden in the almost perpetual 
fog of Bering Sea tliat the Russian navigator Gerassim Gabrilovich 
Pribilof cruised around them for three weeks in his vessel St. George 
witliout discovering them. At last the fog lifted and the green shores 
of the island were disclosed, its rock}- beaches covered with myriads of 
seal. In after years these islands became tlie 'Mmnk" which supplied 
Baninof, the chief manager of the Russian- American Fur Company, 
with funds to pay the expenses of his establishment in Alaska. If he 
needed supplies for his trading posts all he had to do was to obtain 
them from the American and British ships which visited him at Sitka, 
and send their owners to tiie Pribilof Islands to take their pay in seal- 
skins. In order that the supply of seal might not be exhausted, in 
1805 the Russian Government prohibited all killing of seul for a period 
of five years and the rookeries regained their former numbers. For 
a few vears after the tninsfer of Alaska to the United States the 
slaughter of the seals was carried on without any restraint whatever. 
In 18tU) the islands were declared a (jovernment reservation and a 
company of soldiers stationed on them. In 1870 the seal fisheries 
were leased for 20 years to the Alaska Commercial Company, of San 
Fnmcisco, at an annual rent of }?55,0OO, and a tax of $2.(32i on each 
skin. In lsj)(), at the expiration of their lease, the Alaska Commer- 
cial Company had paid into the Treasury of the United States 
$5, i)r>«), 565.67. Since ISIH) the lease of thes(^ fisheries has been held 
by the North American C/ommercial Company, also of San Fmncisco; 
the present annual rent is i?r>(),()()0 and the tax on each sealskin taken 
is^K). Pelagic sealing and rookery raiding have so diminished the 
numbers of seals visiting the islands that about 20,000 is now the 
avenige numl)er killed l)v the company eacli season. 

At 1> a. m. August 25 the Thrill anchored several miles out from 
the village of St. Paul. Without delay a boat left the ship talking a 
]>arty for a visit to the village and the seal rookeries. Mr. H. Chi- 
chester, the agent of the Treasury Department, kindly accompanied 
us from the village to the nearest of the rookeries, which is the name 
given to the tnicts along the shon»s of the island which an* frequented 
by the seal during the summer months. At th(»se places the grass has 
)ong .since disappeared, and the rocks have* been worn smooth by the 
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successive generations of the amphibian millions that have clambered 
over them for an unknown period of years. Hundreds of seals were 
seen lying on the sand or frolicking in the adjacent waves. 

Hearing that numbers of sea lions were to be found with the seal at 
the rookeries near Northeast Point, about 30 miles away, Senator 
Dietrich expressed a desire to visit this out-of-the-way spot. I 
wished to see as much of the island as possible in order to form an 
idea of its adaptability for the reindeer industry. Accordingly the 
two mules on the island were hitched to the company's buckboard, and 
Mr. All is, of the North American Commercial Compan}, and Mr. 
Chichester very kindly escorted us on our drive over the rough 
tundra to this remote corner of the island. We were amply repaid. 
The number of seal at Northeast Point far exceeds the number at the 
rookeries near the village, and we had ample oppoi-tunity to observe 
the tawny sea lions. These huge animals once frequented Bering Sea 
in large numbers, but they are now })ecoming rare. The undulating 
surface of the island, covered with grasses and moss, with fresh-water 
lakes here and there, is admirably adapt<»d for reindeer herding. 
Night had fallen by the time we returned to the village of St. Paul. 
During the afternoon Lieutenant (xoude}' and a boat's crew from the 
Tlu'tls had come to take us l>ack to the ship; meanwhile the wind had 
shifted, and it was not thought safe to attempt to pass in the darkness 
the reef which almost bars the entrance to the small harbor. How- 
ever we decided to make the attempt, and rowed out from tlie wharf 
toward the mouth of the harbor. Soon the sound of breakers was 
heard and suddi^nly a line of gleaming surf appeared just ahead of the 
boat. The narrow passage between the rocks could not be distin- 
guished. Having in mind the fact that some years ago a })oat return- 
ing to the Bntr under similar circumstiinces was capsized in these icy 
waters and sev(»nil lives lost, we determined to return to the village. 
With the cordial hospitiility characteristic of the employees of the 
great tmding companies throughout Alaska, Mr. Allis and Mr. Chi- 
chester welcom(»d us again and entertained us for the night. From 
the clitl" above the villajre Lieutenant (loudev sii^naled with a lantern 
to th(» Thetis \\\wjr offshore and conveved the news that we would not 
return until daylight. The following morning we passed the reef 
succ(\ssfiilly and returned t^) the ship. 

During the afternoon of August 20 we were abreast of the village 
of St. (icorge. On account of the h(»avy surf no landing could be 
made here. Signals were hoisted upon the flagstaff in front of the 
hea(l(juarters of the North American Ccmnnercial Company, request- 
ing the Thvtis to steam around the island to Garden Cove, a sheltered 
bay on the opposite shore, whither a runner carrying the mail would 
be at once sent. At 1 p. m. the Tlutis anchored off this protected 
spot, and the mail for the States was received on board. 



« > 
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At 5 p. m. August 27 the ThettH anchored in Dutch Harlx)!', ending 
her summer's cruise in Bering Sea and the Arctic Ocean.. The next ten 
days were spent in coaling, making extensive repairs to the engine, 
and in overhauling the ship preparatorN' to her homeward voyage. 
During this time I again inspected the public schools at Unalaska. 

On the evening of September 5 a native in a bidarka made his 
appearance in the harbor and reported that the schooner Atibie M. 
Deerhig had l)een wrecked on the rocks near Akutan Pass and that 
immediate assistance was needed. The U. S. S. Manning^ Captain 
McClellan commanding, \\i once steamed out of the harbor to the 
relief of the distressed vessi^l and returned with the shipwrecked pas- 
sengers on the morning of the fJth. The shipwrecked people were 
received on the Tludln for transportation to the States. The Deering 
had left Nome August 27, with 89 passengers en route for Kodiak 
Island, where a rich gold find had })een reported. She had been 
becalmed in Akutan Pass September 4 and driven upon the rocks by 
the strong I'urrent. The passengers, crew, and baggage were landed 
on the rocks and sheltered from the elements in tents made from the 
vessel's sails, and a letter was dispatched to Dutch Ilarlior, 30 miles 
distant, asking for inmiediate assistance. 

At 7 a. m. September 7 the ThefU cjist off from the dock at Dutch 
Harbor and commenced her eastward voyage. 

During the morning we sighted the Detring lying on the rocks, 
apparently a complete wreck. For the next few days we coasted along 
the southern shore of continental Alaska, frecjuently sighting its bar- 
ren cliffs and mountain ranges, but we did not touch at any point 
until we reached Valdez, in Prince William Sound, September 12. 
At this place the trail to the interior, constructed by the War Depart- 
ment, conunences. Valdez has })een selected as the starting point for 
one of the all-American routes to the Yukon Vallev. 

During the three days' voyage Iwtween Prince William Sound and 
Sitka we encountered rough weather, and the shelter afforded by 
Sitka Harlior, where we arrived September 17, was very welcome. 

Th(» voyage through the tortuous waters of the ''inside pissage" 
IxMng dangerous for a vessel without a pilot, and no pilot })eing obtain- 
able in Sitka. (Japtain Ilealy d(»cided to return to Seattle by the out- 
side passage througiithe North Pacilic. Wishing to visit as many of 
the public schools in southeast Alaska as |)ossi])le, I left the ThAh at 
Sitka, Sept(Mn])er 19, to await the arrival of the mail steamer which 
would touch at many of the villages in which our schools are situated. 

Late in tlie evening of the llUli tiie T. S. S. /Vm/ arrived at Sitka; 
having comi)leted her smnmer's work in southeastern and westorn 
Alaska she was honu^ward bound and had come to Sitka for coal. 
Captain Tuttle, commanding the /Vm/, gave me a cordial invitation to 
make the rest of my voyage on the Ptrnj. 
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While in Sitka I frequently visited the public schools, wliich are in 
charge of Mr. Grant Smith, Mrs. M. A. Saxman, and Miss Constance 
J. Stowell; also the industrial shops of the Presbyterian Industrial 
School, and greatly enjoyed the courtesies extended by hospitable 
friends in Sitka. 

At 6 a. m., September 20, the Perry conmiencod her homeward 
voyage to Seattle. She was commanded h\ Capt. Francis Tuttle, and 
her officers were Second Lieut. Harrv (i. Hamlet, Third Lieut. William 
A. Whittier, Third Lieut. Thos. M. Molloy, Chief Engineer eTohn B. 
Co3-le, Asst. Engineer Lorenzo C. Farwell, Asst. Engineer G. A. 
Glover, and Surg. R. N. Ilawley. 

On the way to Seattle 1 visited the public schools at Killisnoo, Hoo- 
nah, Haines, and Saxman. 

After a pleasant voyage we arrived at Seattle at 3 p. m. October 11. 
After purchasing and arranging for the shipment of certain school 
supplies that were needed in western Alaska without delay, I left 
Seattle for San Francisco October 15. In San Francisco I attended 
to various matters of business with the firm that had furnished the 
supplies for the stations in Arctic Alaska. On October 2<> I arrived 
in Washington, completing a tour of inspection that had coverwl a 
distance of lOjMM) miles. 

1 desin* to express ni}' appreciation of the numerous courtesies 
received from Capt. Michael A. Healy, commanding the U. S. S. 
Th<tli<, from Ca])t. Fmncis Tuttle, commanding the V, S. S. Pt^n^y^ 
and from the officers att^iched to those vessels. By the cooi)emtion of 
these g(»ntlemen 1 was enabled to visit many schools in remot<i villages 
which could not have })een reached in anv oth<»r wav. 

1 have the honor to })e, very respectfully, yours, 

William Hamilton, 
Axi<tHtai\t A(/rftf of Jufftcnt/ofi hi Ahwhi, 

Hon. W. T. Hahkls, LL. D., 

(Wjftfff/MMfo/irr of /u/ffaitfofi. 
(Through Sheldon Jackson, LL. D., geneml agent of education in 

Alaska.) 



ANNTAL KKI*<)KT l»<)INT nAKUOW RKINI)P:KK STATION. 

Bakhow, Alaska, Jff/y /, IfHlL 

Sir: 1 have the honor to re])ort «)12 deer at this station. 

Our loss this year has been unprecinlented — 75, from a variety of 
causes. The greatest loss wjis in what the natives call 'Mnullo-kull}^" 
or crazy. All animals around here were affected — dogs, foxes, and 
<leer. The dogs died by scores. I lost 7; some families lost every 
dog the}' owntnl. The tnuling station out of 70 dogs save<l 12. Peo- 
ple out trapping walked around knocking sick foxes on the head, and 
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hardly a week passed without one of the deer succumbing. The most 
provoking part about the deer was that the meat was not even good 
enough for the Eskimos to wit, although they e^it seals thoroughly 
ripened b}- the sun for four or five months. 

In view of the mail route established this year, I would recommend 
tliat Elect oona and Otpelle be sent to the Kivalena River, near Point 
Hope, and Ahlook, Shoudla, and Paneoneo near Ic}' Cape. Also that 
these two outfits receive but half rations from now on, and get the 
other half from pay for using their deer and killing the surplus males. 
Elec-toona and Otpidle could be transferred to the Kotzebue district. 

The herders finishing five years' apprenticeship are: Otpelle, 22 
deer; Segevan, 31; Paneoneo, 25; Tokpuk, 38 (including his son's 
deer). 

Tokpuk's son, Panigeo, has been with the herd five years, three as 
'* }K)y'' and two as herder, and Tokpuk will leave his deer with Pani- 
geo's at the central herd, and spend what time he wants there him- 
self. He has a fmme liouse here and quite a number of natives trap- 
ping and whaling for him, independent of his working for me with 
the deer. In a few years he will be the big " umalik" in this district. 
He and his wife are the two most reliable natives I know. I also want 
to keep Segevan at the herd without pay in deer, and on half rations. 
I will give him the balance to have him work for me part of the time. 
As 1 have to stav here some vears more, 1 have built a house on the 
Kulugaru Kiver, 5() miles or so inland, and will have the deer there 
and sp(»nd as much time as 1 can spare working directly with the deer 
mvself. 

If it is at all possi})le, will you request the Bear to bring us five 
bu<'ks from Kotzebue to exchange for five of ours, next sunnner. I 
tliink our strain is becoming too much interbred; many of the fawns 
were badly deformed this spring — hare-lips, one nostril, albinos, and 
some too weak to live. 

1 will have bucks, with moss enough to keep them, within access of 
the lit II r next sunnner, so as to waste no time, if you can armnge it. 

Two years ago you asked me to economize in the food requisition. 
I (lid so, but did it too well. The (K;ean seemed utterlv barren last 
winter, and also tlie rivers, so that all tlu* natives depended entirely' 
on civilized food, and everv fox caught bv th(* 1m)vs had to be turned 
into food at the station. I doubt if :^5 seals were ciuight by these 3(K) 
{H'ople last winter. We had h>2 living fawns. 

Ojello di(Hl (luring the measles epidemic, and I turned over the deer 

to his son Shoudla, who, though lame is a very capable man. As 

soon as ice forms in the rivers w(» will count the deer individually by 

the brands. 

Respectfully submitted. 

H. K. Marsh, M. D. 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson. 
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ANNUAL REPORT KOTZEBUE REINDEER STATION. 

KoTZEBUE, Alaska, Jnly c9, 1903. 

Dear Sir: The past winter has boon the severest over known in this 
region, snow lying to an avemge depth of about 7 feet; a ton.iperature 
of —54 degrees was reuehod in January, yet in spite of this the grown 
deer came tlirough in fairly good condition, and among them we have 
no fatalities to record because of the sevoreness of the climate. The 
large death list among the fawns was no doubt due to the fact that the 
mother doer had not sufficient nourishment for them, though |x»rhaps 
a seven* blizzard that set in after they had commenced to fawn was 
the direct cause of a number of deaths. 

The mission has been able to sell only one male deer during past 
3^e4ir, receiving $50 for same. 

The white men who have used deer to travel about witli in this neighbor^ 
ho(Kl are, I believe, without a single exce])tion, well satisfied with same. 

We have not killed any of the de(»r y(»t for the purpose of eating 
them, though we used the meat of portion of two that had broken 
their logs and liad to be killed. Tlie natives are very nnich interested 
in the herd, and, without exception, the young men are now glad of 
the opportunity to act as h(»rders. 

Total niiinlHT kA den^r at thin ^^tatic>n: 

Male 143 

FtMiiah* 236 

379 

Total iuuiiIht of (Umt owihmI by Tnit^Hl Stat<»H: 

Male ! 50 

Female ' 145 

195 

Munirnok. another hiM'der, hj>s not (»arned anv deer vet. 

Misj^i<ni (leer traine<l to hanu'HH 8 

Niliina's <leer traiiK'il to hanieHH 4 

White iiiinerH' tniiiie<l to harnesH 5 

NiiinUer of fawns of this sprinjr survivinj; (alMHit) 100 

NninlHT of fawns nf this sprinjr dead 31 

XnndHT of sleds H 

Sets nf hariM'ss H 

NuihImt nf nld detTdvin^ during year (th«' majority fn>m l)n»ken liml>s, 1 kille^l 
hy animals, L* die<| in jrivin^ hirtli to yonn«r, ^» from iniknown eauw's; none 

were killed for their meat) 12 

This vcar's fjiwns have not as vet Immmi marked, and the numlx»r 
owned bv Nilima and mission, and sex of siune, is an estimate, Imt is 
approximately correct. 1 have no doubt }»ut that the intrinluc'tion of 
reindeer in tliis neighborhood will prove in years to come a v(»ry great 
bl(»ssinir to the Kskimos. 

Yours, most resp<*ctfully, Dana Thomas, 

Dr. SiiELix>N Jackson. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY REl*ORTS. 

KoTZEBUE Station, Angmt H,^ 190]^. 

The old prejudice of Alaskan miners who have always heretofore 
used dogs as boasts of Inirden in this north land is fast dying away 
before the very evident superiority of the reindeer for such work. 
Only those who have gone long journeys with dog teams and have been 
compelled to load the greater part of the sled with food for the dogs, 
or to pay ver}- high prices for the same along the course of travel, can 
fully appreciate the great tulvantage of using reindeer that can be 
driven all day, knowing that when resting time comes the deer will 
find their own food in the highly prized deer moss that covers the 
tundra in this region. 

The whit€ men who have used deer during the past unusualK severe 
winter on the upper Kowak River, north of the Arctic Circle, have 
witlKHit a single exception In^en more than pleased with the same. In 
April of this year Doctor Bensen, of Candle Creek, left that place with 
his two companions, using four deer, which hauled the three men, 
together with sleeping bags, C4imping outfit, and four months' supply 
of food; they traveled a distance of al)out 500 miles over tundra and 
across mountain ranges. After the snow disappeared they used the 
deer as pack animals, stnipping the burden upon the willing little 
aninmrs back. At the last stage of the trip, when the men had to cross 
a river or go down the sjime in })oats, the deer had become so gentle 
that thev were turned loose and thev would swim the streams after the 
])oat, or follow after the boats along the river banks. 

Charles l)ank(»rt l(»ft this j)lace in Decem})er last with five deer, 
some of them not well broken. Thev were soon so well trained and so 
gentle that he and bis wife had no trouble in driving the deer, going 
a distance of about 800 miles up the Kowak. His deer are so gentle 
that he tells us thev will follow him or his wife alnnit and take food 
from their hands. l^)th of these gentlemen declare that reindeer are 
by far the best animal to use as means of traveling or as pack animals 
in this region. 

C-oncerning the Okhotsk deer, a few of which we have in bur herd, 
J can not sjn^ak v(M'v definitely. 1 do not think their weight is much 
gn^iter than that of the other reindeer; th(»v do not seem to })reed at 
as (»arlv an age, but thev seem to be a bit more hardv and are much 
longer limbed. The Okhotsk deer in this h(»rd can walk as fast as the 
others trot, and if they are su|x?rior to the Alaskan deer it lies \\\ the 
fact that thev can cover a great(»r distjince in the same numlwr of 
hours, and apimrently without being as gi'eatly tired out. 
Most resiM'ctfully, 

Dana Thomas. 

Dr. Sheldon Jackson. 
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Friends Mission, 
Kotzebue^ Alu^ht,, Aug mi 10^ 190S. 

Dear Sir: I note in a recent letter from thee that the Government 
has not done an3^thing as yet concerning prohibition of salmon can- 
nery here. For some reason, probabl}' a financial one, the proposed 
cannery has not materialized as 3^et, but I fear it is only a question of 
time when we shall be cursed with such an improvement. 

Some white men are fishing here this season, and have such long 
nets that our natives have not been able to catch manv fi»h in their 
short nets — probably less than 1 ton of fish has been caught and dried 
by our resident natives, and there will be a very great shortage of 
food here. If our goods arrive I shall have a pretty fair supply of 
flour, etc., so that there will not in all probability be any starvation in 
this immediate neighborhood. 

We understand that our supplies have been sent on sailing vessel 
sent out by Foster & Co. We are very anxioush^ awaiting the arrival 
of same here, as we have had so manv severe storms of late. 

I have thought of the possibility of the Goveriimeut setting aside 
this ground here as a "reindeer station reservation.'' A radius of 15. 
miles from Cape Blossom would proba})ly suffice, though 25 miles would 
l)e better. This ground is uiiclaime<l now, save- that occupied by the 
mission. This will very effectually shut out an}' cannery in this neigh- 
borhood, and will insure future pasturage for d(»er. I don't know how 
feasible this plan is, but offer it as a suggestion for you to pass ui)on. 
If this can be done it should be soon, l)efore anvonc has established 
property rights here. 

Most respectfully, Dana Thomas, 

KotZrhuf lit huji4 I' Sf(ttlo7K 

Sheldon rlA<^KSON. 



KoTZEiu'E, AijvsKA, Auf/mf H^ 190S, 

Dear Sir: The Thri'tH was hen* two days ago and I had the unex- 
pert(*(l plrasure of meeting Mr. Hamilton al>oard her. Only a short 
time hefoiH* I had receivinl word that he would not b(» able to get here 
this sc^ason. I spoke to him concerning the i)lan I had just written to 
thi'c about, i. e., th(» s(»tting aside of a tract of land here as a reindeer 
nvservation. lie seemed to think the idea feasible and goml and said 
it ha<l been done elsc^where, and suggested that I writ4> thee as to 
amount needed. Will say that 10 miles with C'ap<» Blossom as the 
c(»nter would do, but twice that much would be better. Much of this 
is taken up in tide land and lakes, so there is not so nmch pastumgeas 
the area included would seem to indicate. 1 believe that the future 
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welfare of the herd here will depend greatly upon this and would sug- 
gest the need of haste, as any da}' may bring some one with a home- 
stead entry, etc. At suggestion of Mr. H., 1 write a supplementary 
report to be added to my yearly report of the Kotzebue reindeer 
station. 

The Madsen,, carrying our supplies, has not yet arrived here, but 
we are hoping for her earh^ arrival. 
Most respectfully, 

Dana Thomas. 

Dr. Sheldon Jackson. 



Kotzebue, Aiaska, July 28^ 1903. 

Dear Sir: I am in receipt of thine of the sixth month, 13. Reply- 
ing t<) same, will say that other apprentices to l)e put on will be given 
two female deer only first year. I do not think there is any proba- 
bility of our apprentices leaving us; they are our brightest, most 
reliable lK)ys, and our natives are very honest and trustworthy. Out 
of some hundreds of natives here, during the past season we have not 
liad a single case of dnmkenness; whisky tniders find no profit in 
coming here. At present, about 500 Eskimos are camped about our 
house, which is not locked at night; my tools lie alK)ut, yet nothing 
is ever stolen. We have never even smelt liquor on a native's breath. 
We have made tolmcco so unpopular among them that they never 
smoke in our presence, and only about 5 per cent use it at all. They 
are the most wonderful lot of people I have ever lived among, and white 
men tell us they are far superior to the natives at Teller, Prince of 
Wales, and Point Hope, where they have in the past come in contact 
with vicious white men. 

Al)out 100 have been converted to the cause of Christ this past 
month, and we now have 29() members who are in good standing. 

We will remain here at least one year longer; then as He wills it. 

No one had any money in those places you spoke of (Candle and 
Durang) last wint(>r. About five men, all told, were alile to pay the 
price we would have to charge for reind(»er meat. 

W(^ were very much pleased with our reindeer trip, my wife for 
J;he greater pirt of the 17r)-mile trip driving her own reindeer, handling 
sjune without difticultv. 

With best wishes for thy continued good health, 1 remain. 

Most respectfully, His and thine, 

Dana Thomas. 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson. 

Conc<»rning suggestion of I. H. Cammack, and which I believe he 
said came from thee, '"that I sell Laplanders goods at cost," will say 
that I sliall do so with pleasure; have indeed done so in the past when 
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they have bought of me, charging simply San Francisco prices, with 
freight added. Have not, in fact, been able to supply them with ^1 
they needed. Mr. Nilima has had three Laplanders besides his wife 
to keep the greater part of last season, so that he has used far more 
than the goods that came for him. He had had a very comfortable 
house built near the mission buildings, and I believe intends to make 
this his permanent home. 

Am very short of official stationery; should be very thankful for 
same if none has been sent on revenue-cutter TlietU, 



ANNUAL REPORT CAPE PRINCE OF WALES REINDEER STATION. 

Wales, AIxAska, July i, 1903, 

Dear Sir: 1 have the honor to submit the following annual report 
of the reindeer herd at the Cape Prince of Wales O)ngregational 
Mission Station for the year ending June 30, 1903: 

The winter of 1902-3 was not a very good one, as the snow on the 
Arctic slope was very deep and the iiiins in December cjiused ice to 
form which was hard for the deer to dig through to procure moss. 
Then, too, the lateness of the spring kept the ground covered so long 
that tlie deer l)ecame very thin before the })reakup, when they could 
get good food. 

During the fawning season 479 fawns were born, l)ut as the snow 
covered the* groimd at that time the young ones had a hard time of it, 
and 52 of them perished of exposure, leaving a total of 427 fawns to 
date. During hist November a num])er of deer died — the herder boys 
sav thev went crazv, so th(»v had to be killed. Just al>out that time 
there was a disastrous tire in niv house and as all mv attention was 
oc('upi(Kl ill repairing tlie burnt phices 1 did not get to the herd to 
se(» th(* *• crazy'' decM', so can giv(» no idea of what the disease was 
lik(». Duiiiiiif the vear the total loss in the herd from sickness and 
slanghtrriiig was 1S4. 

I have adopted a new system in regard t4» the payment of appren- 
tices— tliat is, new for this henl. The lK»vswill not re<*eiv(» their deer 
until \\w end of five velars of apprenticeshij), when thev will get 25, 
with a loan of 25 more* from the mission. In this wav the 1m)vs will 
d(»vot4' }M»tt(»r att<Mitioii t^) mission c'eer than thev would if thev owned 

* ft 

some of their own, as they did under the old rule of Iwing jwid every 
year. Sninoh and Karnum, two of the boys who owned a few deor, 
turned theirs }»ack to the mission to await the end of their tivo years. 
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The following is a tabic showing the ownership of the deer at 
present: 

Oivnershij} of reindeer in American Missionary Asiwciatimi herd at Cape Prince of Waies, 

Alaska, 



Name of owner. 




/Male ... 
(Female. 
fMale ... 
\Female. 

Male ... 

Female . 

Male .. 

Female. 

Male ... 

Female . 

Male ... 

Female . 

Male ... 

Female . 

Peter Ebiami {Femkle: 



AmcricAii Mimionary Atttiociation 

Georife Ootciina 

JancH Keok 

Stanley Kivyetirzmk 

ThomaN Sokweena 

Jo(4epli EniniRwouk k.. 

Frank lyatunkuk 



OkUiok . 
Erhenik 



/Male ... 
\ Female. 
/Male ... 
\ Female. 



T"'«i li^^Lii 

( Jrand Tot4il 



Old 
deer. 



122 

303 
53 

119 
60 
98 
39 

100 

17 

63 

13 

25 

14 

23 

4 

11 

6 

12 

5 

11 



333 
7ti5 



1,098 



427 



Total. 



216 

S78 
84 

158 
87 

IM 
77 

124 

38 

84 

20 

80 

21 

29 

5 

14 

6 

14 

6 

11 



554 

971 



1.625 



Respectfully submitted. 



Dr. Shelik)N Jackson. 



Hugh J. Lee, 
lit'ffhitmt MUslonary hi Charge, 



[Letter frtmi HiiKh J. Ia^q reijanling protfrew* of the reindei*r enteri»riMe at Cain* l*rlnce of Wales.] 

Kditou Tiik Nome Xr<i<;ET: iSo much hiw Ikhjii said and written alx>ut the iutrodac- 
tion of doinentir reindt»er into Alaska by the (loveniinrnt that tendn to throw ridicule 
on the subjet't, that I feel inij)eneil to hiay a little on the Hubject that may tend to 
change the present opinion of the public in reganl to the usefulness of the reindeer to 
the Alaskan Eskinu>. 

I can only cite facts contvrning the herd of the Con/rrt»>i:ational Miasion at Cape 
Princi^ of "Wales, when* I have l)een for the past year. 

"We have at the Cape, or in that vicinity, alx)ut 1,500 reindeer. These deer are all 
owncnl either bv the mission or F^kimo reindeer herders. A little more than half 
of the entinj herd is at i>rt*sent owne<l l)y the natives, however, and to show that 
they aR^ of Ix^netit to the natives I will sjiy that the l)ill paid to a Siin Franciscro firm 
by four of them for their year's oulit this season amounte<I to alx>ut $4,200. 

This sum includes lumlx.'r Ixmght by one of the four for arive-rcK)mi»<l house, 30 by 
20 fii»t, which is a much iK'tter housi^ than manv of those in the citv of Nome. 

It is true that a limitcMl numl>er of natives have as yet Ixrome owners of a sufticient 
numlHTof the deer to )>i»s<»lf-supjK)rting. At j)n'sent there are but six of the herdeFB 
who an' si'lf-sustaining. Next year there will 1h' one more, and in the following year 
there will In.* two more graduati^. The plan under which we are working now 18 
this: 

We take an appR'ntice who will receive his Iwjard and clothing for five years, or 
all through his apprentict^ship. At the expinition of the five years he will lx» saffi- 
ciently well i'<lucatiKl in the care of the deer to thoroughly understand handling 
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them, and, as lie is taught EngUsh, he will be able to do buHineBS with the white 
population. He will receive his compensation for the five years that he has worked, 
the numlxjr of dver he will receive being 25, or 5 a year. In addition he will receive 
from the mission a loan of 25 more deer, so that he will have a goo<l working capital. 

The increase from these 50 deer will serve to maintain him in goo<l shaj>e, and his 
numlKT will increase so that at the expiration of five years more he can j)ay back his 
loan of 25 and still have more than 50 deer with which to continue business. When 
his herd numbers 100 he will Im in a position to feed and clothe an apprentice, 
who will rect*ive the same opportunity as the mission apprentice. 

In additi(»n to the 6 independent owners, there are now 5 mission apprentices and 
5 henler's apprentices, making 16 who have an actual interest in the herd. 

In the past the owners have been nearly all related to each other, so that but a 
very few families have been benefite<l, but the rule now in vogue is that all new 
apprentices must ))e Ix^ys who are not related U) other deer owners. I hope in this 
way to introduce the ownership of the reindeer into as many different families aa 
poHsible. 

This new rule was gr(*eted with cheers by the population of the village, as they 
weie Ixjginning to feel jealous of the Kingegan reindeer aristocracy, and the new 
rule is that no lx)y shall ))ecome an apprentice until he shall have learne<l some 
English. There is no law to comiwl them to attend the Government school, and 
sometimes the boys are inclinetl to In? irregular in their attendance; but as the 
reindt»er boy will have to do business with English-speaking j)eople a knowledge of 
the language is necessary, and the l>oys are so anxious to Injcome partners in the 
benefits of the reindeer herd that the rule gives them an incentive to study. 

There are already enough reindeer in Aliu^ka to furnish the hulk of tlie meat supply 
for the country without depleting the num)>er now in the various herds. The mis- 
sionary representative will assist the native reindeer owners in <lisiK>sing of their 
meat, and several times when I have received orders for meat I have let the lK)y8 
fill the order, so that they could get the wherewithal to Imy their fiour and other 
supplies. 

It is my purpose to sell enough of the mission deer to furnish the food an<V clothing 
for all the mission api>rentices without calling on the missionary a.ssociation for aid 
from the outside. This cun he easily done by putting the meat on the market, and 
it is now my intention to see that the iieople of Nome are supplii^l with fresh meat 
all wintrr. 

1 am lint tainiliar with the inetho<is of the (iovermnent in regard to the manager- 
men t <»f their various herds, hut I imagine they are similar to mine. If such is the 
case mill h of tin* criticism we have heard is unjust, for it will reijuire but a few 
years tn make the ICskimos a self-supiM^rtingand pros|)erous race. 

Oiii- <htT caiiM' from the (iovi'rnment in the first place, and other missions have 
recrivt'd tlcer \vhi<h they handle on some similar plan to mine, so that the natives 
ill various parts of the country are l>eing ln'iietitiMl. 

I'loiiiisiii)^ to write you another letter a^)out the reindeer as a beast of bunlen, I 
remain, 

Yours, siiKvn'ly, lluni J. Lkk. 
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ANNUAL REPORT GAMBELL (ST. LAWRENCE ISLAND) REINDEER 

STATION. 

Gambell, St. Lawrence Isiand, Alaska, 

June SO, 190S. 
Sir: Herewith I have the honor to submit to you my second annual 
report covering the third 3^ear since the introduction of reindeer on 
St. Lawrence Island: 

THE reindeer. 

Winter. — It has not been so cold, neither have we had the terrific 
wind that makes the cold so much more intense, but the snow for that 
reason has lain where it fell and has covered the ground in some level 
places to a depth of 10 feet. The average depth of snow, however, 
has not been more than 2 feet. 

Breaking deer to puck saddla and sled, — Five sets of pack harness 
were made last summer, and used on one or two summer excursions 
looking for some lost deer and in reconuoitering the fields for good 
moss land and camping places. This was a new experience for the 
apprentices and much appreciated, for they saw that one could in this 
way go over most of the island without having to think of the dog-food 
question. 

In the month of September the seven old bucks were altered for 
sled deer, making fourteen in all. Thirteen were caught up, named, 
and broken to harness and used in hauling wood and in trips to and 
from the station. The boys have made considerable progress in 
learning to drive. In the various trips the Lapps always took the 
lead, consequently few of the deer were timined for independent driving 
and the boys knew little else than to follow behind. After repeated 
instructions the boys were put in the lead and were taught how to drive. 

Two new sleds were made last fall and shod with steel. One of 
them, according to Anti's suggestion, was made short and broad. 
Upon this one was put the heav}" iron sent up, and it has stood some 
very rough usage. Two more sleds were built })y the Lapps and the 
boys together from the wood I brought over from Port Clarence two 
years ago. We should have a fresh suppl}^ as the other has partially 
rotted. The bark should all be removed before shipping. The boys 
have each shaped out a set of wood for harness. 

L(t2>p or liA^rdtng dogn, — At the close of last year we had one fairly 
good female — '' Chappie" (a full-blood Lapp dog), and five half-breed 
pups. Two of the pups, a male and a female, with short tails, ''Pike" 
and "Fannie," promising to make good deer dogs, were soon sent to 
the herd and learned rapidly. ''Tim" died in July. It wa^ later 
thought that possibly "'Susie'' might also learn, so she was sent to 
camp, and gave good promise. Captjiin Tuttle, November 12, brought 
us two fuU-blood Lapp puppies from Dunnak at Port Clarence, and 
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these were named ''Bob" and "'Lassie." Both were vciy poor and 
sick, which we soon found was due to tapeworms. "Bob" rallied 
under treatment and soon l>eeame a great favorite, very teachable 
and bri^^ht, and we had hopes of having a good breed of dogs for 
the herd. "Ijassie," liowever, owing t<> a hiek of proper atten- 
tion in the camp, gmdually weakened and died. ""Sam," though 
ix)ssessing too much Eskimo blood for a herder, had broken in well as 
a sled dog, but was attacked b}'^ a disease resembling hydrophobia, 
from which so many dogs on St. Lawrence Island have died. Next an 
epidemic of bronchitis carried off "Pike," "Susie," and "Fannie" and 
it was only by vigorous treatment that we saved three of our sled dogs, 
having turned our kitchen into a dog hospital. This left only the 
original "Chappie" at the camp, and she was attacked with hydro- 
phobia and died about two weeks later, so that since January 12 we 
have had no dogs in the camp. 

Fiunyiimj, — Under the sul)title "AVeather" we spoke of the anxiety 
we had lest there should not })e sufBcient moss for the deer until the 
spring thaw and the lack of any choice in the selection of a fawning 
j)]ace, but, })y driving tlie herd a long way and with an earlier thaw 
than usual, the herd was proscrvrd and fawning began April 17. B3' 
the 2i)th35 were reported, and May 4o. We feel that^is n^gjirdsthe 
fawns we have })een verv fortunate indeed. 

>SV//W. — This is one bright spot in our work and is a consbuit source 
of joy and encounigement to us. Tlu^ l)ooks show the remarkable 
record of attendance, Inking an average of 52.5 for tlie one hundred 
and forty-six days of school taught, !♦ of the entire enrollment of 59 
being neither absent nor tardy during the year, 4 others being only 
one time tard}', lo others were not more than live days abs(»nt at the 
iH^giiuiing of the year when their parents had not yet returned from the 
summer hunt and camp. Still otiiers have good and sufHcient excuses 
for \i'\\ slight ditr(n*enc(\s between their records and that of those 
alr(*ady named. A few were excused from attendance In^cause they 
were needinl at home in supj)ort and can* of Ww. family. Two or three 
others should have come, but their attendance could not have been 
secured without serious difficulty with the parents or guardian, and in 
one case th(» boy hims(»lf, who will surely grow into as troul)lesome a 
chanicter as his fatiier l)efore him. His name is Enok. lie pei-sisted 
in hanging about the deer camp, though warned away, until at last the 
apprentic(»s tlnMuselves attempted to drive him away, when he drew a 
knife. T1h»v t<M)k this away from him and tied him up, but this did 
not cun» him. lie has Ihmmi a mischief-maker among the Iwn's in our 
home, lighting some and inciting others to riot, lies, disolHMllence, and 
insolence. 

The dejK>rtment of the scholars in si'hool was all that we could ask. 
We liavo nothing but praise for the children, though some of the 

s. l)iM-. 210, 5H-2 6 
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grown people have caused us much trouble. Kolo, who gave us his 
3'oungcst boy two years ago, has frequently countermanded our instruc- 
tions to him and caused us more difficulty in managing an older son, 
Gootoomu, whom he loaned to Omogo, one of the big Indian Point 
men who assaulted me last spruig while I was acting as customs col- 
lector. Kolo is also the father of Ihe boy Enok, to whom I have just 
referred, and though he is hunself af mid to make any demonstration 
he does a lot of outside talk and mischief when not watchc^d. One day 
I had occasion to punish Gootoomu for laziness and disobedience. A 
report was soon made to his father, Kolo, who came to the school- 
house, asked some questions of those near the door, then went out and 
told Omogo, who came in bristling with bigotry and insolence and 
demanded a stick and my hand that he might whip me. Then he 
talked Eskimo to the school and English to me, calling me all the bad 
things he could think of, defying the United States Government, say- 
ing, "1 don't care! I don't care! my little baby all die." I quietly but 
very firmly denied him my hand, let him talk until he had run down, 
then began to talk about his little boy, who was a bright little fellow, 
the idol of a fond father's heart. At last he cjuieted down and took a 
seat on one of the desks, while 1 went on with school, which was then 
near closing time. As soon as all had gone our smallest adopted lx)y 
came running to meet me, and I took him up in my arms and walked 
past the now quiet Omogo into our private rooms and told Mrs. Camp- 
bell. Omogo's brother, Miukok, also kept another boy, Komoyi, in a 
state of insulx)rdination, so we thought best not to insist on the attend- 
ance of these two. 

We felt that the circumstances justified our ])unisliing another l)oy, 
and soon after school the stepfather and several of his clan came in, 
full of wrath, ready to fight, but after a long talk went ipieitl}'^ out, 
and the boy attended school with better results ever after. 

An address b}^ the general superintendent and the captain of the 
revenue cutter, at the time of their annual visit, gently and firmly 
insisting on the attendance of all children on the roll and noninter- 
ference by parents or guardians would tend greatly to enhance the 
efficiency of the school and the general behavior. At this writing 
Omogo has gone to Indian Point, fearing the visit of the Thef!« and 
Captain Healy, just as he ran away last ycMir after assaulting me to 
avoid the Bear and Captain Tuttle. 

The general deportment has been good. AVe have little reason to 
complain. If the people of civiliz(»d lands, enjoying the light of the 
truth as it is in Christ Jesus, were onlv half as well ))ehaved there 
would Ix* little need of jails, lawyers, courts, and insane asylums. 
There being no whale C4iught here last year, there was little material 
for the manufacture of licpior; the only case I could learn of being 
that of the father of my interpreter and two of his friends, who used 
^our that T had jniid for interpreting. 
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A tini/wstorni cxperieiiee. — December IG word was brought us b}^ 
natives of Southwest Cape that tracks were seen on the south shore 
of the island, a^j of hungry men seeking food and w^ood. 

After a consultation with John Thomas Loi>ez, tlic whaleman win- 
tering here, we decided to make an effort to go as far as the wreck of 
the Bahuiui or the Eiujrvi, Securing two native young nu»n to help 
us and as good dog teams as we could collect, we made about 45 miles 
along the north shore, when it begtm to storm. Some of the dogs 
gave out, others ran awa\% and the natives being afraid to go farther, 
we decided to return. AVhen we reached the reindeer camp I consulted 
with Per Larsen Anti, who told me we had five sled deer near, so I 
decided to take them and one of the Lapps with two of our apprentice 
boys and make another attempt. 

Mr. Thomas returned to the station with a note to Mrs. Campbell, 
and came down early the next morning, December 21, and went with 
me, the party consisting of Mr. Thomas Lopez, Ole Pulk, Sepillu, Putl- 
kinhok, and myself. A storm aune on soon after we started and we 
could not tell which way we were going, but we made the mountain 
pass all right, and the next night camped on the beach on the south 
si(l(*. Two days inon* brought us to the Balaam i)lace, where we 
sjHMit Christinas, (exploring the coast, but looking in vain for signs of 
any one attempting to winter on the island. The return to the village 
at Southwest (^ape took us four davs, owing to a blinding snowstorm 
in which Thomas and the Lapi) became separated from us two days 
and nights, and tlu* boys lost from me on the second day, leaving me 
alone with three deer. On the morning of the third day Thomas and 
Pulk nt^arly ran over my camp in the snow, and we finished the trip 
to Southwest Cape villagi*., when* we found the boys had preceded us 
by tw(Mity-four hours. Here we were tn^atexl very kindly by the pco- 
])lc, who welcomed us as 'from the dead. 

They did everything th(\v could for us, and on the morning of the 
second day we secun^d a guide and returned home, reaching the station 
about .s p. ni., I)(»c(»mber 31, having been gone just two weeks lacking 
on(» day. In this trip 1 learned nnich of the topography of the island, 
but could not tell nuich alM)ut tin* moss or lakes owing to the heavy 
fall of snow. 

MfillctiJ irorl'. In Julv of last vear we had an unusual number of 
(haths due to bronchitis. As soon as the snow clears off the ground 
the p(»oph» iM'gin to uncovc»r their warm winter sleeping rooms, to put 
on thin shoe.s and little or no st(K*kings, and in short t<) cast otT as much 
:is possible of tln^ warm clothing which they should continue to wear 
at this time of year, when tln» Jiir is damp and (*hi]ly and tla» ground is 
wet and cold from fog, rain, and melting snow. Thus they fall an 
easy prey to a pharyngitis or bronchitis that would Imi successfully 
combated by a civilized being. But the great difficulty in this as in 
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all work with them is their obtuscness. Thev continue to follow the 
paths of their fathers in spite of all that has been told them. Many 
of them come for medicine, but consider it only as a fetish like that of 
their own doctors, and hang up the l)ottle in the house withcmt Uiking 
it. Others take the medicine as they please and not as I direct, and 
yet they are anxiously iiKjuiring why so many are dying. They are 
all so af mid to die that when death approaches th(»y beg to be hung or 
shot or stabbed or to \)Q allowed to do it themselves. 

ViUil atatintia^f St. lAiurence Mond, 





Year. 


Births. 


Deaths. 


Popula- 
tion. 


1897 




365 


1899 


7 
y 
3 
11 
6 


13 
14 

2:> 


334 


1900 


299 


1901 


261 


1902 


264 


19U3 


2C1 









I know that the births and deaths for 11)02 and all the figures for 
1903 are correct, for I know luuirly everyone personally. 



IX)Ct B(K)K KE1*T BY OLE J. I'UI.K (nOKWKCJIAN), AT OxVMBELL, ST. 

LAWRENCE ISI^Nl), ALASKA, 11)08. 

Keixdeeu Camp, Fthrminj '^^ lOOo. 

V, L. Anti, Slppela, and Puttkenhok came from station for food 
with three deer. Ole Polk has ])e(Mi to see the herd and moved them 
a little, and Sippela and Puttkenhok made a hole to the lake. 

l^Hi'sday^ Fehriiitry J. — Cold weather, north wind strong, sky clear, 
but blowing hard. Mr. Anti and 1, with twopf the })()ys, went to see 
the herd; we turned loose one deer, a sled deer named Tundra, and 
caught one deer named Hartellar, but did not catch Koger Ix^cause he 
is too wild for lassoing. Kalooka and his wife stayt^d overnight at 
the camp, and Peneyah remained in the house, cooked and split wood. 
He made a hole to the lake and shoveled snow. 

Frhntary Jf, — Cloudy weather; strong wind blowing. Mr. Anti and 
the bovstixtul some sled bottoms and broke up an old sknl into })ieces, 
while Anti and Sippehi and Peneyak split wood and made a hole to 
the hike; Ole cooked and fixed a handle to the Lap}) butcher knife; 
Puttkenhok looked after the sled deer, but, not finding them, came 
back; Kalooka and wife stayed all night again. 

Tlnirsihnj^ Frhrmiry -'t, -(^loudy weatlu^r; north wind blowing hard. 
Peneyak and I w(Mit to s(»e them break the de(M- and brought Ilostella 
out and killed him; Ole but<hered him. TIh^, native boys made a hole 
to the lake, which took three hours to make. 
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Friday, Felyruary 6\— Clear weather; little north wind. Sippela 
and I and Puttkonliok got the three deer and gathered w(M)d with 
them, Sippela and Puttkenhok bringing the deer down to the post. 
Mr. 1\ L. Anti went to the lookout to see the herd and reported it all 
right. Ole and Peneyak split wood and Ole made a hole to the lake. 

Safurdiii/^ Fehrtiary 7, — Clear weather; north wind blowing. Ole 
wont to move the deer and to see the herd, which was at the same 
phic(^ it was left by Anti. Anti and the bo^'s were busy al)Out the 
house making a sled; two natives at the camp to-day; Puttkenhok 
cooked and Ole split wood, which Puttkenhok helped carry to the 
house. 

Sunday^ FihruaryS, — Fine and clear. Anti and Ole, Puttkenhok and 
l^enevak went to see the deer and move them a little; also to look after 
the herd, which was going too far to the other side, when we caught 
Kogor. AValked about 20 miles on the trip. Three Eskimos stayed 
at tlie camp all night. Peneyak's mother, Puttkenhok's brother, and 
another boy, cjiught a fox. 

Mn)id(ty^ Frhruary 9, — Clear and fine weather. In the morning 
early I had to split the wood because the native boys stayixi in the 
h()us<» all day and burned what dry wood was in our room. Aftor- 
waids J^uttkcnhok and 1 went to see the deer and move th(»m, and took 
two deer to get wood. I teach Roger and load the wood all riyfht with 
him. We have a little trouble at the camp; the boys came home 
b<»f<)re I did and tied the d(H>r down to the post; I c^une later and tied 
Kog(M- in the same wa}'. Then we heard the dogs barking, and went 
out without cap and gloves to see Roger break his holder line and run 
away with live dogs running after him. I returned to the house, ate 
a few ))it4\s, and when 1 went to look after Roger he could not be seen, 
})ut saw his tracks. Anti stayed in all day and made a sled and split 
wood. Penevak was cook and Puttkenhok kill(»d another fox. 

7'///W////, Fff/'tfffry 10, Clear and tine: little wind southwest. Mr. 
Anti and Sippela went to see the herd and found it all right. Roger 
came in tln^ h(Md, but had lost his horns. Anti found the harness and 
])ronght it to the camp. I remained in the house all day In^cause my 
hands w<M(» v(MT son* from having been frozen while s])litting wood. 

Wtdnrsifiiy^ Fhrnary 11. Cloudy weather, strong northeast wind 
blowing. Pcncyak w(»nt to see the deer and move them, while Per 
Larsen Anti made a sled. Anti and Puttkenhok split wood, made a 
hole to the lake, and got some wat(»r. Sipela was c<M)k. 

Tluirxday^ Fhrnary 12, --("loudy weiither, northea.st wind bh)wing. 
Puttk(»nh()k went to see the deer and move them to another pla<»e. 
Anti and Sip(*la made a new sled with the help of Puttkenhok; Ole 
Polk cookiMl and inad(» a hole to the lak(» for water. Penevak cooked 
in the evening; the wind changed about (> o'clock. 
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Friilmj^ Fvhmanj JJ. — Cloudy, warm weather; don't know the 
direction. Anti and IVnevak went to cat<*h the deer and Sipela, 
Anti, and IVnayak wi'iit for wood; Ole and Sii)ela brought the deer 
to the ix)st, and Puttkonliok split tlie wood and cooked. In the even- 
ing tlie weather l>eeame clear and smooth. 

Safiirfliiy^ Khrwin/ IJf. — Cloudy weather, blowing a little north- 
east, and the water is not far off. Sipela went earl}^ this morning to 
hunt seal; he killed one and Penevak went to see the deer and move 
them. Anti and Oh^. made harness and tugs read}^ for use. Mr. Anti 
split the wood and Sipela made a hole to the lake for water. 

Sunday^ Fihrunry l^i, — ( -loudy weather, with northeast wind blow- 
ing. Puttkenhok went to see after the deer and found them all right, 
the rest of us sta} ing in the house and had a church meeting, praying 
and singing. Peneyak cooked and made a hole to the lake for water. 
Ole also cooked and split the wood. 

Mimday^ Febnuiry 16, — Cloudy weather, northeast wind blowing 
hard; stormy. Everybody busy in the house — Anti softening a deer- 
skin all da}^ long; the boys fixed their bunks, and Ole split the wood 
and he and Puttkenhok cooked. 

TJiiirsfhty^ Fehruary 19. — Cloudy weather, northeast wind. Boys 
came from station. Mr. Anti looked for the lierd and found it all 
right. Ole and Pene^^ak brought the deer down to the stake. Peneyak 
split the wood and cooked. 

Fihruary 20, — Cloudy, with southeast wind blowing hard. Mr. 
Anti and Peneyak went to see the deer and move them. Ole split the 
wood; Anti got some ice and made the water; Sipela's mother stayed 
at the camp over night. 

Satifrduy^ Felyrxuiry 21, — Cloudy weather, northeast wind blowing 
a little. Mr. Anti and Peneyak went to see after the deer and move; 
took two deer and a sack of coal and sled and left to go to the moss 
hill. The boys broke the sled, and Ole and Sipela took the deer to 
the post. Ole split the w(X)d and got some water. 

Sunddy^ Fehruary 22, — Cloudy weather, northeast wind blowing. 
This morning Puttkenhok went to see after the deer and move them. 
Anti and boy kept Sabbath day in church, praying and singing hymns; 
and the boys made the hole in the lake. 

Mo7iday^ Februmn/ 23, — Weather — first, light wind; later in the 
day, fog. Ole and S. Puttkenhok took two deer and got some wood. 
Mr. Anti, with Peneyak, went to see the herd and found it all right. 
They brought the herd nearer. Ole brought the deer and Puttkenhok 
split the wood, while Sipela stayed in the house with the ''messenger 
woman" — Sipela's mother. Anti turned out a deer named Tuttle and 
got the water, which is quite a distance off. 

Tuesday^ Fehrvxiry 2^, — Cloudy w^eather; north wind blowing. Anti, 
Sipela, and Peneyak fixed the breaking sleds. Arizona, Alabama, 
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and Ole went to see the deer and move. Puttkenhok cooked, and 
Ongnoson came to the camp looking for traps and the '^messenger 
woman," who went to the station. Ole J. Polk cooked and cleaned 
the house. 

WefineMlut/^ Fthvunry 2o, — Clciir; east wind. New sleds made. 
Bottoms and Auti and Sipoia split the burning wood and Penej'ak 
cooked. Plenty of ''messenger" boys and myself at the camp. • 

Fchruanj 26, — Clear; west wind. Made new sleds ready and S. 
Puttkenhok went to see the deer and move; Ole and Puttkenhok split 
the wood and Sipcla cooked with my help. Ole made a hole to the 
lake and got water. 

February 27. — Cloudy weather; smooth. Wind blowing a little. 
Anti and myself made harness. Sipela has been to see the deer and 
move them. Puttkenhok cooked and Mr. J. T. Boys has been at the 
camp, also Ongnoson. 

Saturday^ February 28, — Cloud}' weather; south wind blowing hard. 
Anti made the harness and went to see the deer. Ole shoveled the 
snow on top of the house and around it; the afternoon was misty; rain 
and very strong wind blew and the water is open far off. Mr. J. 
Thomas Boya has been here. Ole split the wood. 



A SAMPT.K MONTH FROM THE LOG BOOK OF 8EPILLA, AN ESKIMO REIN- 

DKEK HERDER, AT ST. IjVWRENCE ISIJkND." 

Saturday, /. — March month. Peniuk cooked. Snowing day. 
Sipilla and Petonkuk w(Mit to move work deer. Peniuk shoveling 
snow. Sholook come from S. E. Ca]i<^ and two women and one boy. 
Peniuk split wo(k1. Petenkuk make hole lake. Sipilla got water, 
one barrel. 

Su)iday^ -J. — Petonkuk cooked; clear day. Sipilla and Peniuk went 
go to stilt ion, got prevecan (provisions). 

Mtnulay^ A —Petenkuk cooked; clear day. Anti and Sipilla and 
Peniuk came from village*. Brought food and two sack coal. Kerappl 
and Bh»x(Mi diug. Anti stay stiition one w(»(»k; he sick. Petenkuk 
take two deer for head wood; make fasl^. Anti and Sipilla split wood. 

Tursday^ J^, — Sipilla cooked; clear day. Anti and Petenkuk got 
wood, two driving deer. Peniuk went to see deer; all right. Anti 
and Petenkuk split wooil. Sipilla and Peniuk take two driving for 
head wood. 

Wt(/fh.s</ay, >. — Peniuk cooked; clear day. Four l)oys went to 
move work deer. Boys take lasso. Sipilla and Peniuk got deer 
behind work deer place: break one deer. Turn out Donder and 

^^S']>illu liot* had. porhaui. the advantaKt' of a ihinRiou Kchool for two or three 
winters. 
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Blexin. Anti split wood. Mr. Egan came from village. Mr. Egan 
take station deer meat. Sipilla and Petenkuk make hole lake. 

Thuradat/^ 0, — Petenkuk cooked; dear day. Anti and Sippilla 
went got after wood. Mr. Egan came from village. Peniuk and 
Mr. Egan went to see deer; all right. Mr. Egan'count deer. Sipilla 
and Peniuk bike two driving head wood. Mr. Egan go back station 
in evening. Pekinkuk split wood. 

Friday^ 7. — Sipilla cooked; clear day. Anti and Peniuk and Peten- 
kuk got wood, two driving deer. Sipilla split wood. Peniuk and 
Petenkuk take two driving head wood. Sipilla and Peniuk went to 
fox trape; no got. Petenkuk make hole lake. 

Saturday^ S. — Peniuk cooked; clear day. Sipilla and Petenkuk got 
wood, two driving. Anti went to see deer all right. Peniuk split wood 
and made hole lake. Sipilla and Petenkuk came house, brought wood. 
Sipilla and Petenkuk take two deer driving head wood; make fast. Anti 
sick eye in evening. 

Sunday^ 9, — Petenkuk cooked; clear day. Anti and Sipilla and 
Peniuk went to move; work deer and other deer too. Some look 
moss; come house in evening. 

Monday^ 10, — Peniuk cooked; clear day. Sipilla and Petenkuk 
went to go station; got coal and 2 deer for food. Anti went to see 
for moss. Peniuk split wood. 

Tuesday^ 11. — Peniuk cooked again. Anti and Peniuk went to move 
one work deer. He run away for other deer. Sipilla and Petenkuk 
came from village; ])rought 2 sack coal and food. Sipilla and Peniuk 
take deer for driving behind head wood. 

WedneMhiy^ 12. — Sipilla cooked; clear day. Anti and Peniuk and 
Petenkuk take lasso for deer; like catch one deer; no can't catch, too 
wild. Came house in evening. 

Thursday^ IJ. - Petenkuk cooked; little snowing. Sipilla and Anti 
catch one deer other day; run away for other d<M>r. Sipilla and Peniuk 
take deer for other side lake ])each. Anti split wood. 

Friday^ llf. -Peniuk cooked; ])lowing da}'. Petenkuk and Peniuk 
went to move work deer. Sipilla went to s(»e wood other side moun- 
tain. Peniuk split. 

Saturday,, iJ.— Sipilla cooked; clear day. Anti and Petenkuk went 
to move work deer and other deer too. Sipilla split wood. Peniuk 
went to go station; tell doc^tor something. 

Sunday^ 10. -Wii^xxkwV cooked; stormy day. Sipilla and Peniuk 
went to move work deer. Mr. Egsin came from village. Mr. Egan 
go back station; tak(» papa's. 

Monday^ 17. -Peniuk cooked; stormy day. Anti and Petenkuk 
went to move work deer. Boys scrub floor. Sipilla split wood. 
Peniuk make hole lake. 
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Tiie^fhiy^ IS. — Sipilla cooked; blowing day. Pctonkuk went to 
move work deer. Bov.s fixed ]>ed Anti roni, ])e('aiis(» boys roni to 
cold. Peniuk split wood and Petenkuk. 

We(lfif:.s(/(ff/, //?. ---Petenkuk cooked; cold weather. Sipilla and 
Peniuk got wood two driving deer. Anti went to see deer; all right. 
Sipilla and Peniuk came house in evening; brought wood. Peniuk 
and Sipilla take deer for head wockI; make fjist. One woman and one 
boy came from S. K. CaiK^ go from station. 

Thursday^ '20, — Sipilla cooked; stormy day. P(»tenkuk went to see 
work deer. Sipilla split wood. Anti fixed net. 

Fridny^ ^/. — Pet*Mikuk cooked; clear weather. Anti and Sipilla 
went to go station for two driving deei*. Take \\\i\ sju^k moss. P(»ten- 
kuk and Peniuk went to s(>e deer; all right. Station man went to go 
S. E. Cape. 

ASaturday^ 22. — Peniuk cooked; stormy day. 

Sunday^ 23. — Petenkuk cooked; clear weather. Peniuk and Peten- 
kuk went to move one work deer. Sipilla and Anti canu* from village; 
brought four sack coal and one ])room, and fox trape one. Petenkuk 
and Peniuk take two de(»r for sticks: made fast. Anti and Sipilla 
sleep station two night, and ])rought sev(»n stove pi]M\ 

Monday^ 24- — Sipilla cooked; clear day. Anti and Peniuk and 
Petenkuk went got wood two driving deer. Sipilla split wood. 
P(»tenkuk and Peniuk take two d(»er for head wood; mak(» fast. 

Ttti'xday^ 2h, —Peniuk cooked; clear day. Sipilla w(Mit to see deer; 
all right. Anti went to move work deer. Mr. Egan came from vil- 
lage. Anti and Pet(»nkuk w(Mit to got wood, two driving deer. Take 
deer for wood. Mr. Egjin go back in the dark. 

Widtiisday^ 2(1.- Pet<Mikuk cooked; clear day. Anti and Sipilla 
and Peniuk went got three driving (Umm*. Mr. Egjui came from vil- 
lage; brought wire and waste pan, and Hour k(»ttle. Mr. Egan fixed 
holder for (h»er. P(*tenkuk split wood. Man came from village, got 
wood. 

Thursday, 2^. — Clear djiy. Anti and IN^tenkuk got wocmI with two 
d(H*r. Peniuk went, to se(» herd; counted 7iK Si})illa cooked. Anti 
fix ))ack band. Peniuk mad(» halter. PAenkuk cut w<hh1. Mr. Kgiin 
went to station in afternoon; lixed bed for bovs and Anti. 

Fr'idtni^ 2S. (Icar (lav. Peniuk cooked. Anti went to herd see 

• ' ■ ft 

de(M'; all right. Sipilla and IN^tenkuk got with one deer. Work deer 
phMity n»imd rope. Petenkuk take deer for wood. Anti fix luick 
band. Sipilla split wo<hI. Sipilla and Petenkuk mak(j hole lake. Pe- 
tenkuk cut wood. 

Saturday^ 2fK — Clear day. Petenkuk ccH)ked early morning. Anti 
went to si»e work deer; all right. Sipilla cut it knife hand. Anti got 
w(kmI with one deer. Mr. Egjui and Mr. Thomas and Ahtiyuhuk 
came from village. Anti I'anie house brought lx)ys one deer. Peniu 
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and Sipilla split wood. Anti and Peniu and Petenkuk went move 
work deer, no far from house. Mr. Egan went go station in after- 
noon. Boys find it good j)lace for work deer. 

/Sunday^ SO, — Sipilla cooked; stormy day. Anti and Peniuk and 
Petenkuk went move work deer; he didn't find it. Too stormy. 

Mondmj,^ J/. — Clear day. Anti and Sipilla got two deer for house. 
Peniu and Petenkuk go to station with two deer. Anti got wood with 
one deer. Sipilla eut wood. Anti fix back band. Sipilla cook and 
make hole lake. 



Gambell, St. Lawrence Island, May 1^^ 1903. 

Dear Doctor Jac^kson: Tin* whalers AlcmndiV fiwA Jeanette came 
in yesterday morning, the first ships this year, bringing our first mail, 
including your letter under date of March 3. 

We were greatly joyed to learn that St. Lawrence Island had been 
set aside as a reservation. Now we hope tluit something more than 
talk or warning may be done to stop the importation and manufacture 
of liquor. 

Without doubt our greatest fear of the entire year is the annual 
visit of the Indian Point Silwrian i)eople, when liquor changes hands 
one way or another. These incoming brigands have been a terror to 
the islanders for manv vears. Th(»v used to come in 8, 10, or 12 boats, 

%>■ %/ V 7 7 7 

each one cjirrN'ing 10 or 15 people, mostly men, and would ciirry off 
anything of value they could see. Many and many a pound of whale- 
bone and ivory has been carried away from here, and these people 
would make no complaint. But last year the old dhief from Indian 
Point threatened to kill Asshoonu unless he paid tribute, and another 
man went into Afkowan's house and loudly demanded some ivory he * 
saw. This last fact was not reportcnl to me until a few days ago. We 
do not know what is in front of us (Me holds the key and we are glad), 
but shall breath(^ a sigh of relief when the aiuiual visit has been com- 
pleted. AVe trust it shall not be with broken bones as hist yosXiv. It 
seems to me that the dignity of the representative? of the United States 
of America re([uires an executive ofticer, and yet I know that I have 
been commissioned by a far higher power thiui the United States 
of America, even by Him who said, *'Thinkest thou that I can not 
l)eseech mv Father, and he shall even now send me more than twelve 
legions of angels T' Then, when thinking, and thinking, and think- 
ing about the right course to pursue, and none to counsel or advise 
- with as other missionaries have, 1 am reminded again of Ilim who had 
a far more lonely mission, llow lonely and sad was the (Jod of Glory, 
toiling agjiinst a mighty stream, rushing, tearing, plunging, istiff- 
necked humanitv, that onlv He could save. Little wonder that it 
is recorded of Him, ''He withdrew into a mountain apart, to pni3\" 



INTEODUCTION OF DOMESTIC REINDEER INTO ALASKA. 77 

If my faith were but more simple, I would take Hiui at His word, for 
lie says, "If an}- of you lack wisdom, let him jisk of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbmideth not." 

We wish we had more means at our command, but feel on one hand 
that we are paid more than we are worth and on the other that you 
will allow us proportionately jis much as the appropriations will admit. 
We have three boys with us no<V, and it is wonderful how the clothing 
and food goes. We had hard work to get the first one and it was 
several months l)efore we got the others. Even now the elders — 
Eskimo -consider that w^e are feeding and clothing them, so they are 
that much ahead. Children are ordered about by anyone older than 
they are, regardless of relationship. Maskin is a full orphan al)Out 
5i or () years old, and has grown 2 or 3 inches since coming with us. 

Itorogen is about 10 years old, and was our first boy. These two 
we have had turned over to us completely, as far as papere and 
witnesses are concerned. Itorogen's father, however, seems to think 
he may still have a hand in his training, and has caused us no little 
trouble. Imnungan is a full orphan about 18 years old and has np 
relatives here but a sister, and he has Imt one eye. I did a great deal 
for his father while sick a long time, taking him food and medicine 
and talking to him. The poor old man always listened ver}- attentively, 
and tried to tell me he trusted fJesus, but he died and was buried as 
his fathers before him. I should like to scmkI Inmungan and Itorogen 
to America (Carlisle) to school, if it could be arranged. It will he a 
great day for St. Lawrence wIkmi some of the boys or girls break away,, 
and a greater victory if some from a native house shoxdd go than for 
my own bovs. 1 mav ))rietlv state here that the avenige attendance 
for the vcar of 140 davs tau<^ht has been 5:^.5. There wen* 9 who 
were neither ai)sent nor tardy during th(^ entire year, and more than 
as manv more whost* records an* a verv close ''second."' I have l)ecome 
soni(»\vhat us(»d to the smi»ll, ))ut that does not annul its etfects. Mrs. 
('. had a very sev(M(» eczema of ))()th hands, due to her washing some 
p(K)r sulfering children. We should not mind it if the people were 
not so stubborn, and would only listen, think, and ask (juestions. But 
t\w more th(\v resist the more we long to see some fruit among them 
for »Fesus. Perhaps I am stublM)rn, too. I wish you would tt^Il me 
what to do with those* (wo refractory brothers who fought me last 
vear. 

I shall try to get an order down for a shuttle spring for the sewing 
machine (Domestic). Th(» only one \sv had broke last fall and left 
Mrs. C. in sore stniits all wint(»r, with the 1k)ys and reindeer hei*ders 
to provide for and a lot of h(»r own sewing to be done by hand — both 
slow and expensive. 

Ijcst I should forget it in my letter later, may I trouble j'ou to sec* 
that my name is on the list of those to whom the Annual Report of. 
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^ the Smithsonian Institution is sent? I have those for 1897, 1898, and 
1899, and have some papers for them ere lon^. The people arc very 

* reticent about giving me any information, and I have not yet been 
able to make any good pictures. I should also like the reports of our 

, home and foreign boards of missions. It is now time for my English- 
speaking young men in Bible study and I must go. "ConsUmt drop- 
ping wears away great stones," and *'AVhile there's life there's hope," 
so we shall reap in due season for the Lord of Lords said, ^*Lo! 1 am 
with you." ''If God be for us, who is against us^' Ma}" Gml bless 
you always. 

Yours, in Christ Jesus, 

Edgak O. Campbell. 
Rev. Sheldon Jackson. 



Department of the Interior, 

WaMiu/ton^ Janaary /?, lOOS, 

Sir: In a letter of the 22d ultimo, to the Department, 30U recom- 
mended that St. Lawrence Island, Bering Sea, district of Alaska, be 
reserved for the use of the Government in carrying on the reindeer 
industr3\ 

As the island is subject to such action I have procured an order of 
the President, dated January 7, 1903, reserving and setting apart the 
island for a reindeer station. 

The order has been to-day transmitted to the Commissioner of the 

Genenil Land Office to be noted and tiled and a copy of it is inclosed 

for your use. 

Very respectfully, 

Yj, a. Hitchcock, SrcManj. 

The Commissioner of Education. 



Gamrell, St. L\wrence Island, Alaska, -A//// 7, lOOS. 

Dear Doctor »Jackson: Inclosed I send you signed vouchers and 
reiiuest for payment of salary from Anti, and accounts of both Per 
Larsen Anti andOle J. Pulk, who have l)een with me this vear. Anti 
has been a help to me, l)ut 1 can not say so much for the other maiL 
I am v(»ry much in hopes that some cheese can be made here this sxmi- 
mer, that the boys may learn the process. NeithcM* of these Lapps 
knows how to make glue from the horns and hoofs of th(* deer, nor do 
they understand tanning deerskins. Could you not furnish necessary 
information and apparatus for making glue? Anti says he wants some 
willow bark for tjinning skins. 

This spring we have had several deaths in the herd of reindeer from 
])eing '-crazy-' (of which 1 shall sj)eak in a separate letter), and the 
skins of these deer will be of no use for clothing or bedding, because 
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the fur is loose at this time of year. If we could tan them a saving 
could be made. Also, vou will find inclosed a more extended account . 
of my last winter's tri}) in a snow storm. Perha])s you may not want > 
it in your report, as I have included a summary covering the main 
points, in which case will you please undertake to secure its publica- 
tion in some journal or magazine, the proceeds to be given toward the 
evangelization of Alaska. 

Thanking vou for vour manv kindnesses, 1 am. 

Very respectfully, 

Edc}au O. Campbell. 
Rev. SiiELix)N Jackson. 



Gambell, St. Lawiience Island, Alaska, Juhj c9, 1903, 

Deau Doctor Ja(^kson: Under sepai*ate cover I am sending you 
the reindeer camp log book kept by Ole J. Pulk. 

In regard to the sickness among our deer, which has carried off so 
many this year, I am not able to come to any conclusion. It is simply 
called "^cniziness." In some cases the deer manifest symptoms akin 
to hydrophol^ia, lighting other deer, breaking up sleds, etc., and even 
chasing the herders, while in others they run away or })econu^ drowsy 
and lazy and })oor, lag behind the herd and die. The ])eri()d of sick- 
ness rangers from three to t(m days, the probable avenige being about 
five or six days. Capt. M. A. Ilealy, K. C. S., commanding the ThHis^ 
thought it might be due to bad water. 

In the skull of one carcass \\is found on each side of the meatus 
auditorius internus a cluster or nest of. eggs of some kind. Just above 
the nu^atus auditorius internus my knife sepanited <juit(». easily a por- 
tion of the petrous })art of the temporal lione, disclosing another nest 
of i'\:^)ii^. Some of the former n(»sts adhered to the brain as the brain 
was icmoved, and I have pr(\served them in alcohol. 

In another deer, which died June 2fi, I found, while the carcass was 
yet warm, f(»ur-branched growths tilling up the valves and cavities of 
the heart. I left with Mr. IIamilt(m some specimens of these. 

Dr. Henry Horn, of the K. C. S. TJutia^ was of the opinicm that 
these w(M-e simply coagulated fi])rin. This ccmld only be determined 
by a microscopical examination, and my stains and solutions are too 
old for good work. 

In th(» other deer that have died we have not found any other signs 
that would give us a clue to the cause of this disejise. If the Depart- 
ment <»f Agriculture intends sending a man to inspect reindeer im|H)rted 
into Alaska, I would suggest that he be a man of approved scientific 
experience, eijuipiwd with necessary suppliers for examination of blcNxl 
and other prepamtions from deer dying from this and other diseases. 
If he could come up on one of the first whalers he W(mld rejich this 
station wlu*n th(». disease is at its worst. The Alexander^ Capt. James 
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Tilton, reached here May 11. This has been the first vessel in for the 
pist two years, prol)a))ly because Captain Tilton persistently kept to 
the eastward passage. Other captains have told nie they too would 
try the eastward passaji^e next year. 

It would not be diflicult for such expert to j^et over to Siberia from 
here, where there have been so many deer to die this year from the 
same "cnizv"* sickness. 

AVe had a very pleasant visit from Mr. Hamilton on the 30th of 
\Tune, and were onl}' sorry that the pressure of a year's accumulation 
of desired counsels and advice necessitated our talking business in such 
a rush as to leave little time for any social refreshment or cultivation 
of acquaintanceship. We wish we could make St. Lawrence Island 
more attractive for good and nice people, that they would come oftener 
and stay longer. Please thank Mrs. Thaw for that superb box of eye 
instrum(»nts, and yourself and others for the books. The instruments 
have a double preciousness to me, being selected })y my instructors, 
with whom I spent so many happy and profitable hours, and paid for 
by those who love the Lord Jesus and His church. 

Thanking you again, very sincerely yours, 

Edgar O. Campbell. 



REPORTS FROM TKLLKR RKINDEKR STATION. 

Tkller, Alaska, Januainj G^ 1903. 
Dear nocroR: Nils Klemetson, Sara, and Nelleruak, arrived Decem- 
ber 11, and proceedinl to the winter camp December 13 to prepare the 
corral for dividing the herd. On the loth I left with (me of my boj^s 
and two dec^r in a lilizzard, )lh\ The storm hindered us from cross- 
ing the divide and we cam})cd in an abandoned miner's tent until 3 a. m. 
the 10th, when tlu^ storm had abated and wt> crossed over, arriving at 
camp at 5 p. m., cold and Inmgry. Despite the intense cold, 45^, we 
began work the next morning, and in two days had the herds separated. 
, On the 2()th the party left the camp for Golofnin Bay. Two female 
deer belonging to the (jovernment have been found in the herd since. 
The Government deer were first lassoed and separated, and during the 
second day three wen* found. After Nils and all the herders had 
scanned the herd in vain for half an hour, it was concluded that all had 
been picked out: 4s2 deer are left in the herd. The morning of the 18th 
we left the cam}) and wen* on the divide whiMi darkness overtook us. 
We got down a little too far to the left, and instead of being home in 
three hours we sp<»nt the night, first, in trying to g(^t in the coui'se again; 
when wi» wen* unable to go any farther in the darkness we camped in 
the snow. 1 cniwled into my sleeping bag wet from exertion. The 
natives dug a deep hoh* in a drift and sat down. At 2 a. m. the moon 
rose and we proceeded on our way, hungry and thirsty. At 4 a. m. 
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we stiiick Grantly Harbor, 16 miles from the station. In descending 
the steep hill and embankment near the sea with the deer tied behind 
the sled, I suddenly found myself goin*j through space head fii-st, and 
after getting up out of the loose snow I saw the deer standing on the 
edge of the embankment 20 f(»et abov(». me, the. sled suspended from 
its horns. The station was reached at 7 a. m. 

Since I last wrote 1 have taken one small l)oy and a grown-up girl 
into the home. Alf. Ottis JJrevig is growing fast. 

With kind greetings from all, 

Yours, truly, 

T. L. Bre\^g. 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson. 



Teller, Alaska, Fehritary 3^ 1903. 

Dear Doctor: We are not yi^t frozen up, but approaching the 
danger line. Since December 15, a period of fifty days, the ther- 
mometer has registered below zero. Genenilly clear, calm weather 
has prevailed, with two furious prolonged gah^s from N. to NNE. 

In the vicinitv of tlu^ bav there is about 15 inches of snow, but it 
is badly drifted over the divide. In the Ahg(H'a})uk Valley there is 
about 4: feet of loose snow. At the last rej)ort from the herd no deer 
were reported sick. 

In making rules for apprentices reccMving herds there is one vital 
point not touched on in the draft of an agnM'ment already agreed uiK>n, 
and that should be eonsidennl in letting out deer. I have always men- 
tioned it to my m(»n and thought it was an established agreement well 
understood, but find it is not so even among the white men in charge 
of the herds. 1 refer to d(»ermen staying with their herd and making 
it their home. There is a tendency among all to leave the herd and 
live on the* lK>ach with the rest of the natives during the sunnn(»r, and 
have winter (quarters in some native villages. Of course, I admit 
them the right to leave the herd for short visits to friends or to attend 
to other l)usiness, even to stav away for some* h^ngth of time, but only 
with the knowledge and consent of the man in charge. These arc 
simply my thoughts on the subject. 

Carving and work with tools is continu(»d this winter, even without 
a compet(»nt teacher in that line. 

Thelma and I^onora are a little sick at pres(»nt, but hope it will pass 

away. Othei'wise we are all well, and all send their greetings to you 

and Mr. Hamilton. 

ResiH^ctfully, 

T. I J, HuEvn;. 

Dr. SHELIK)N •LU'KSON. 
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Teller, Alaska, J^ll/ruari/ 5, 1903. 

Dear Doctor: Yours of October was received the Yth when our 
first outside mail arrived. 

Elingnuk was discharged by Sekeoglook soon after I wrote, and 
sneaked by the station in the night; since then I have not seen him or 
heard of him. Sekeoglook himself will, as inclosed letter will show 
you, give me enough to think about for awhile. I have sent out to 
investigate who sold him the wliisky and got the deer, and if I can 
find out 1 will have him arrested; I think of removing Sekeoglook from 
the herd until your arrival in the summer. Elingnuk did not get the 
ten deer intended for him, and I have not assigned them to any yet, 
as I wanted to see how his new apprentice turned out, and think now 
that he, to some extent, will follow in Elingnuk's footsteps. Every- 
thing is quiet but the wind. A gale has been blowing for six days, 
and it is cold, —22^ to —35 since I last wrote; to-day —35^. Every- 
body is well. We have no white persons with us this winter, and the 
work is telling on my wife The boys are working at their carving 
and drawing. 

With kind regards from us all to Mr. Hamilton and yourself, 

1 remain, 

Kespectfully, yours, 

T. L. Brevig. 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson. 



T>:lleu, Alaska, March H^ 1003. 

Dear Doctor: To-day it is cold and blustering, but for a month we 
have had mild weather, with southerly winds, snow, and sleet. 
• I have now settled Sekeoglook's matter in a wav. I swore out war- 
rants against Sekeoglook for being drunk and disorderly, and against 
his brother-in-law for giving and selling him whisky. They were 
both convicted and sentenced. During the trial, evidence against a 
white man was brought forth, and I swore out a complaint agtiinst 
him. Sekeoglook denied having tjiken any deer meat from the herd 
when I asked him at the station. At the trial he admitted that he had 
given his brother-in-law a carcass, and traded the white man a hind 
(juarter and $1 for whisky. I will let it remain with this until the 
representative from the Bureau arrives in July. I have told all the 
natives (herders) that hereafter I will not tiilk, but if they get whisky 
, or get diTink I will jmt them in jail. On March 4 a fawn was born 
that was living at last report, but was almost devoid of hair. All are 
well. 

With kind greetings, 

Yours, truly, 

T. L. Brevig. ^ 
Dr. Shkldon cJackson. 
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Teller, Alaska, March 23^ 1903. 

Dear Doctor: The case against the white man who sold Sekeog- 
look and other natives whisky was up the 20th, and despite the fact 
that he demanded a jury trial, and had an attorney, Mr. Price, he was 
convicted and sentenced to five months in jail. Mr. Evans, as prose-, 
cutor, did well and worked hard to convict. 

To-day we have a howling blizzard from the southwest. All are 

well and send their greeting. 

Resix^ctfully, yours, 

T. 1j. Bkevig. 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson. 



Teller Reindeer Station, Aiaska, May i^6', 1!)03. 

Dear Sir: I write this to Nome, hoping to reach you there with 
news })efore vessels can come in here. The fawning season is practi- 
ailly over and was favom})le in all respects. Clear and even tempera- 
ture; not warm and not cold. At last report we had 205 living fawns 
and 20 de4id. 

The ( -aixi reports 850 fawns May 10. Since Decemlwr,, 11)02, reports 
came in of door })eing shot by natives and also who the natives were, 
but all wjts only hearsay evidence, and it was not until the 8th of May, 
1903, that I was a])le to procure a little direct testimony. A native 
had seen the skin and eaten of the meat, and had heard the native say 
he hiul shot the deer. On this evidence I'had himarrCvsted, and on his 
trial he gave testimony against live more natives, who were also 
arrested and convictc»d. They confessed having killed in all 12 deer. 
1 hav(»> })(M'n criticistnl severely for doing this by the people of Teller. 

In May I took in five orphtins from Cape Prince of Wales, 4 bo)^8 
and 1 girl; the girl, a})out 13, having ]>een forced to marry a year ago 
a hus})and who has left her now. She was a}x)ut to ]>e forced into 
another mari-iage, and she came and asked to be taken into the home. 
With the assistance of Mr. Ij<»e we got her from the |)eople she stayed 
with. Th(» home now has 23 children and 7 adults, 30 in all. 

With kind greetings. 

Yours, truly, 

T. L. Brevig. 
Dr. Siielix)N Jackson, or 

Kepresentative of Bureau of Education in Aijvska. 



Teij^r, AiaASKA, Scjdvmhrr Hy 1903. 
Dear Dcxtor: Youi-s of August 17, 10, and 24 received the 12th. 
I was a little surprised to hear Ifengo had Ixjen appointed to this 
herd, as I understooil wo would not be required to have a Laplander 

8. I)<K'. 2U), 5H-2 7 



84 INTIW)DUOnON OF DOMESTIC RKINDEP:R into ALASKA. 

at this herd, and I am not preimred,with food or clothing for ono or 
two extra people. Have not had any definite news of a successor )^et— r 
only that the boai'd had notified nie August 8 that a man and his wife 
had been called, but not yet accepted the ctdl. Jf no successor arrived 
in time I must stiiy. 

School was opened August 81, and as Mr. Hovick consented to stay 
with me foi* three weeks I gave him eight hours daily with the chil- 
dren in carving and drawing, especially to prepare some specimens of 
the children's work to ])e sent to the exposition. Mr. Hovick will 
leave on the IfJth, and then the regular school work will be taken up. 
My wife luul to go out, as her health failed her fast, and as it is not 
necessary for me to stay here with the suc(*e.ssor I also will go out if 
they arrive in time. The children are all well and health3\ 

The Government lias now in this herd 22 females and 1 male fawn. 
On Mr. Hamilton's order 3 males were butchennl and brought on 
board the Tlieth^ and as tlie Government had no males in this herd 
the mission exchanged 3 males for 3 females. The ir)8 females from 
the Cape will arrive some time during the winter. I advised Mr. Lee 
to bring them early, as lassoing and handling even in February is not 
advisable with females. If some females were exchanged for males, two 
herds could then be distributed from the (lovernment deer. Isak 
Hatta wants a herd; he is a good Lapp. Fredrik Lirson hits also 
behaved very well this last year. The others I do not know anything 
about. 

Mrs. Brevig's address is Stanwood, Wash., and if I go out that will 
will also ]>e my address. 

If I go out I will, if possible, take the schoolgirl from Unalaska 
with me. If I go I shall tiike Ablikak with me, to send him to our 
Indian school in Wisconsin, and in tiitit case could take the g^rl as far 
as Chi<*ago. I arranged with Mr. Hamilton to sell to the Govern- 
ment 20 females of the mission herd and 12 of A})likak\s. 
With respectful gieetings, ^ours, tiuly, 

T. L. Brevio. 

Dr. SiiKUHjN Jackson. 



Teij.eu, Alaska, StpU )iihrr 20^ 1003. 
Deak Doctou: Inclosed please iind three new earmarks for this 
herd. Mr. Isak Bango and family arrived the 2*>th, and an*, yet at the 
station. Mrs. Bango is a little sick after the trip. They will soon be 
sent out to the herd and furnished rations and clothes according to 
the old list, as I do not know what their contract is. By this mail I 
also send live packages of carvings and dmwings from the school. 
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My successor has not arrived yet, nor have I had any letters from 
my wife or others in regard to this; so it seems I am, nolens volens, 
l>oiind for another winter. Mr. Bango also sends his vouchers and 
bills for transportation from Unalaklect to Teller. 

All the children are well. WitJi respectful greetings, 

Sincerely, yours, 

T. L. BuEViG. 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson. 



Numl)or of hIcmIs at Teller station: Mission, 18; Dunnak, 6; 8i»keoglook, 4; total, 28. 
iSetH of harnesH: Minsion, 22; Dunnak, 8; 8eki.H>glook, (>; total, 'Mj. Number of 
tiled deer, trained: MitjHion, 14; Dimuak, 12; Sekeoglook, 0; Ablikak, G; total, 38. 



ANNUAL REPORT GOLOFNIN REINDEER STATION. 

Unaiaklekt, An<just ^6*, 1903. 

Dkak Sir: I hereby submit my annual report of Golofnin Bay herd 
for th(» y(»Hr ending June 30, 1908. 

I iim sorry that I have not been a})lo to send it before. The }x)ys 
lost tli(». account of the fawns last spring, and when wo marked the old 
deer in May and June Nils Klemetsen thought the fawns were too 
young to mark. He promised to mark them as soon as he could and 
send me the account, but it did not come until a few days ago. 

The winter has l>een very hard for the deer. The snow we bad 
Iwfore Christmas covered the moss; thcji the ice and the continual 
snowstorms packed the snow very hard, so it was hard for the deer to 
find (he moss. So I liad to move them closer to timl>er. The herd has 
doru^ well considering the hard winter; only a few were sick of hoof 
rot when I left. 

The fawning began the 11th of April, and although the weather was 
hard the fawns did very well. 

I h<)|H» the herd will Ijo looked after Iwtter now, since Nils Klemet- 
sen has come. I inclose a chart of (»armarks adopted in the (jolofnin 
herd. Have been very busy a few days landing our supply and 
lumln^r for the schoolhouse. It will be very late to build this fall, but 
we may have good weather, when I ho|)e we will be able to do it. 
With kind regards, yours, resixictfully, 

K. Hendiuckson. 

Dr. SiiELixjN Jackson. 



8(5 INTRODUCTION OF DOMESTIC REINDKER INTO ALASKA. 
ANNUAL RKPORT EATON REINDEER STATION. 

U NAIAKLEET, ALASKA, Juuc 30^ 1903, 

Dear Sir: 1 have the honor to 8ubmit the followin[^ rejwrt for the 
year ending June JiO, iWd: 

In accordance witli your instructions of last summer 1 had the 
Eaton ])uilding repain»d; also the warehouse, from which the posts 
underneatli had slid away, and it was thus ready to fall down. The 
exiKMises incurred for same amounts to about ^5. 

The herds have Ikhmi in an excellent condition. On September 6 
they were moving into winter (juarters, the Denbigh herd at South 
River, and Mary's and P. Spein's at a riv(*r east of there. 

Si^ptember 8, Tatpan's apprentice left the herd and went to 

jCirolofnin Hay, giving as reason, '^too little pay for woik.'" Shortly 

after Tatpan's brother-in-law came from Golofnin and tilled the place 

^ of Li})y. He Is a strong and able young man, and seems to like the 

work well. 

On November 17 Nils Klemetsen, Nils Sara, and Nallagorook left 
for Teller in ordei* to bring down the herd from there. They had 
each two deer and sleds. I wrote to Mr. Ilenrickson at Golofnin to 
let them exchange their sled deer for fresh ones from that herd, which 
was granted. January 1*S, herd and drivers arrived at Unalakleet, all 
well. The deer were poor on account of having been ke])t on ground 
where the moss was ])urned otT. Nils Klemetsen reported that two 
old female deer and one fawn had died on the road from Teller to 
Golofnin, and that two sick females were left in Golofnin herd, 
together with Nils Klemetsen's loo deer, 19 males, i\:i females, and 19 
female fawns; and the herd brought to Unalakleet consisted of 52 
female deer. Thus the grand total })rought from Teller was 157 deer. 
On February 5 Nils Sam and Per Spein with their families and herd, 
with Nils Klemetsen and native herder Tatpan, arrived at Unalakleet 
en route for Kuskokwim. They were all well and haj)py, and had 
been well provided for both in food and clothing, so that they should 
suffer no need. Their herd was fat and strong, probably one of the 
finest herds ever sent out from Unalakleet or Eaton. Shortlv after 
the expedition had left Unalakh^et bad weather commenced that lasted 
through February, March, and part of April. At Kiktaguk, a vil- 
lage a})out IS miles on this side of St. Michael, their camp in one 
night was ])uried in snow. At the same time 50 deer were lost but 
found a«;ain; 1 was found killed, buried in the snow. Nobodv knew 
who had done it, but two road-house men in the village were suspected. 
Having no evidence, nothing could })e done toward bringing them to 
pimishment. 

Nils Klemetsen and Tatpan returned to Unalakleet on April 20, 
reiHM'ting Nils Sara and Per Sihmii with herd to be left at Andreafski, 
Yukon River, unable to i)roceed anv farther, as thev found the moss 
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on the other side of Yukon all covered with ice. Klcmetsen said they 
wore gone two days on the west side of the River Yukon, but found 
themselves obliged to return. It was rather unpleasant news, espe- 
cially as I had done all that could be done on my part to make it a 
success. 

Nils Bals and family arrived from Kuskokwim with eight deer, 
April 26. He stated that the trip had been a very hard one. They 
had to use axes to chop through the ice before the deer could get at 
the moss. Young Mr. Bals has been working at the herd during 
fawning season, and the other has l>een fixing the roofs on the Govern- 
ment houses at Unalakleet, repairing boats, etc. 

On April 5 the herd was driven from its winter quarters to the fawn- 
ing ground on this side the Shaktolik Mountains. Mary's herd joined 
the Eaton herd, so as to have the proper care during fawning time. 
From the time Per Sfx^in left Mary's herd in February until Novem- 
ber it had been in charge of five native herders. T would not have put 
the two ho Is together if I then had known that the Bals family would 
have l>een here. There are sufficient herders here to take care of two 
herds if we only had one more experienced herder for Mary's herd. 
If no Lapp can be secured, I think Okitkon or Nallogorook would do 
well as head herder. They have hoth been doing very well in com- 
pany with Ole Bahr. 

By your instructions last year I put Ole Bahr's apprentice on (gov- 
ernment ration, and I did the same with Per Spein's ])y the time he 
left for Kuskokwim. He desired to remain with the herd. It would 
l)e well if these two 1k)vs could each get some deer, as they are both 
anxious to l>ecome herdei-s, and so far they have been doing very 
well. Moses's (\oqv are still here. He did not come or send for 
them this vvint(»r. I would suggest to give these deer to some of the 
Eskimo herdtMs, who have not received any deer yet, but are detcr- 
min(»d to niak(» it their tnide for life. 

This spring 3S7 fawns were born. But there has ])een an epidemic 
amonir tlu» vounir fawns — 51 died. It seems to affect the head mostlv. 

The weather has b(MMi very iu<'e in spring, though the winter has 
has been verv severe. The thermometer registered jis low as 72" 
below zero. This is lower than any of the pievious years, and we 
also had more snow. The people cut down green trees for firewood, 
which never ha])|)4Mi(Ml here since I came to this country. All the 
driftwood wiis <leeply covered with snow. 

There has !)e«»n an a])undance of small game, such as ptarmigan and 

nibbits, so th(» natives have suff(»red no need. Peac(^ and harmonv 

have Ix^en among the henlers, and the people in general. 

Very respectfully, )'ours, 

Axel E. Kakt/*on. 

Dr. SiiKT.DON Jackson, 

United StattM General Aneni of EfJiuxition in Al4Utka» 
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Unalakleet, Alaska, F^/ruary J, 190S. 

Dear Sir: I presume you arc anxiously waiting to hear about the 
movements of the herds. 

On January 18 the herd from Teller arrived at Unalakleet, and the 
. drivers were all well. I was anxious for the old man Sara, because it 
was very cold part of the time they were up at Teller. We had as 
much as 72^ below zero for some time. The herd they brought from 
Teller was in poor condition, on account of having been kept on the 
ground where the moss was burnt. Nils Klemetsen's herd was left 
at Golofnin, while he came down here himself. Klemetsen's herd con- 
sists of 19 male deer, 62 females, and 19 female fawns. Three females 
died on the road from Teller to Golofnin, and two Government deer 
were left sick at Golofnin. The herd brought here consists of 52 
females, which makes the grand total of 157 deer brought from Teller. 
None of these deer could be driven any farther. Nils Sara has gotten 
a herd of fresh, good deer that doubtless will stand the trip to Kusko- 
kwim well. The herd is already separated and lixed for the trip. It 
will start from £aton, maybe, this morning. Nils Sara has gotten 25 
male deer, 75 females, 15 male fawns, and 25 females; total, 140. 

I am sending supplies with them as per your request. 

The station supplies are running low, so I have to get some from 
St. Michael. I have not yet received an answer from the board in 
regard to supplies for the herders, so maybe I had better send you a 
list of things needed for the present year. If I were to stay, I should 
on my own account supply the herders. But as my w^ife had to leave 
last fall on account of sickness, and I feel it my duty to go down and 
see her at the end of June, I don't know who will l>e in charge here. 
But by the time you will be able to give us a herd, I will be back in 
order to stivrt that colony I mentioned to you last year, and then I 
would supply all the herders near Unalakleet. 

Mary was asking me to write ^-ou for permission to go and see her 
son George the coming summer. I suppose he is at Unalaska, and it 
would not take more than two months for tliat trip. Mary is also 
sending you an ivory ring as a present. She has been very orderly 
and good this winter. Lindseth has not yet paid his debt, and I have 
not tjiken any further steps to take it b}^ force. He wrote down from 
Nome to get his deer sent over there, and also stating that he had 
bought Captain Walker's sled deer. But I have told him that he can 
not take Captain Walker's doer ])cfore he can show a bill of sale. 

Nils Sam and Per Spein were asking me how they will get their 
provisions whore thov nowgo. 1 told them that they will l)e provided 
for. If the (jovornment sends us the material for a school building 
28 by 40 we would be willing to put it up. 
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The provision lists for this station and for Nils Klemetsen I will 
send with a later mail. 

With kind wishes, 1 remain, yours, truly, 

A^ E. Karlson. 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson. 



Unalakleet, Alaska, May P, 1903. 

Dear Sir: By orders from you I started the Kuskokwin herd from 

here at the earliest possi])Ie time, but I am sorry to say it never reached 

its destination. The weather was very ])ad from the time the herd left 

Unalakleet; the snow was unusually deep, and the ice covered the moss, 

so that after two days' traveling on the other side of the Yukon they 

could go no farther, but had to return back to Andreafski on the 

Yukon, where moss was to be found. Up to that time seven deer had 

died. Nils Klemetsen and the native Tatpan arrived at Unalakleet on 

April 20. Nils Bals and family arrived on April 26, having had a very 

hard trip. They had to chop through the ice with an ax in order to 

get at the moss. Still they made the trip across, having only eight 

door to provide for. The vounger Bals had frozen his face on the trip 

l)etweon the Kuskokwim and the Yukon, but not seriously. Bals said 

ho would have remained at Kuskokwim, ])ut the missionaries thought 

it iM^tter for them to leave during winter than in the sunnncr. Rev. ^ 

Adolf Stecker stated in a letter to me that there was not any danger for 

the herd, as thev had some trustworthv native herders with the herd. 

This somewhat reliev(»d me. I felt(iuite uneasy at first. I have done 

all that could be done on my part to make it a success, and I know 

Nils Klemetsen tried to do his best also. 

With kindest wishes I remain, yours, truly, 

A. E. Karlson, 
Dr. Sheldon Ja(^ksox. 



Unalakleet, Alaska, July 2.9, 1903. 

Dear Sir: Ijong ])efore this <lay I would have writtiMi again, but we 
have bt»en waiting for Doctor Hamilton and Prof. D. Nyvall and pro- 
visions since the beginning of July, thinking to have something definite 
to relate. 

Doctor Hamilton arrived here hist Saturdav, Julv 25, at 2.30 in the 
morning. He at once, when hearing what 1 luwl answered you in 
n^gard to the su|HM*intendenc3' of the deer h(»rds, appointed me from 
the first of July, this year. The more I think of the matter the liap- 
pi(M* I am, and think that the new field of work will l)e as nnich pleas- 
anter as it is larger. In al)out an hour Dcx^tor Hamilton had to leave 
us again. Conditions s<'em to work so that I am forced to act iu the 
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capacity of superintendent at once, although not having any definite 
instructions to follow. Hope only that what needs to be done will be 
done right. 

Isaak Bango, at Nulato, had written and telegraphed repeatedly to 
the effect that if he could not be relieved on March 1, 1904, he would 
leave at once. Doctor Hamilton, learning this, was of the opinion 
that it was best to let Bango go on August 1, 1903, as ho did not want 
to stay the year out. In Bango's place Per Nilson Bals (Bals, jr.) was 
appointed, and when he now is read}' to go to Nulato he wants a con- 
tract; and Mr. Karlson thinks that ho has served his term out and 
that 1 should now take hold when appointed, so, consequently I will 
have to write said contmct. I wrote it in triplicate, and, after Bals 
and 1 have signed the same, I will send them all with Mr. Bals to 
Nulato for the Rev. J. Jette to sign, after which he will l)e instructed 
to return one copy, which goes to 3^ou at the Bureau of Education. 

The contract is an exact copy of the form Bals had in Kuskokwim. 
In getting Mr. Bals to St. Michael, so as to get to his destination as 
quickly as ix)ssible, we will have to pay an extra fare of $10 from 
Unalakleet to St. Michael. It is this way: If he does not come to 
St. Michael before the 1st of August there will be no boat going up 
the river for some time, so a schooner has to go exti'a for Bals in order 
to be on time. 

Bango has also asked to got a herd of his own, or to got something 
to do in or around Unalakleet. As to the herd, there will 1)0 only 
alK)ut 15 old female door loft when the promised mission herd is taken, 
together with this year's fawns. We have no work at the mission for 
Bango, and, as wo understand, there is nothing for him to expect from 
the Department at present. Is not that so? 

D(H*tor Hamilton had such a short time hero that I could not remem- 
ber all I wanted to speak to him about. In regard to the teachers' 
salaries at Unalakleet from February 1 to May 31, this year, there 
was nothing said. There is in the Government store some medicines 
and a case or two of bandages and some alcohol, some old and some 
new schooU)ooks. Man}- of the medicines are spoiled, and others will 
ceilainly siK)il if they are left there loug. Neither is that damp place 
very good for the books. I intended to apply for the use of what yet 
can be utilized, but forgot all about it. Be it, for that rotison, granted 
me the priviU^ge of extiMiding this same applic^ition to you. Doctor 
Jackson. May I take and make use of these thinirs mentioned al)ove? 

I said we had b(»en waiting for Professor Nyvall; we are waiting 
still. We hop^nl that he should have come while Doctor Hamilton 
was here, or alK)ut St. Michael or Nome, so that we could have con- 
ferred alKHit the new position of mine, but it can not 1)0 done now, and 
I feel sure that it will be all right. I promised to teach the school as 
much as it is possible for me to do without neglecting my duties. 
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Mrs. Lind will also assist mo whenever necessary . In addition Misha 
and Aaron are both quite well advanced, so they are both capable and 
willing to help as much as they can. 

Thus you see, Doctor Jackson, that even if no other school-teacher 
be sent up this fall, I think that we will be able to do our work any 
way, if only God provides us with health. 

In regard to the contracts sent me in quadruplicate, together with 
the oath, the one for the year past 1 will return with this on next 
mail, but the one for the coming school year I will keep, on Doctor 
Hamilton's advice, till we know whether anyone else comes or not. 

Your letter concerning the exposition next year is also received, and 
what I am able to contribute thereto will certainly give me pleasure 
to send. I fear only that it can not be much now since it is so late, and 
most of our children will not be back to do any work hardly before 
the season is closed. 

The provision boat is not here yet; consequently the lumber for our 
new schoolhouse can hardly })e expected probably for a week or two 
yet, and it will soon be the 1st of Septeml>er. 

If no other teacher comes, I would suggest that I help with the 
sclioolhouse. and hurry it on as nmch as possible so as to get it ready 
that much sooner. If the old house is to be used at all this fall, there 
will have to be sjwnt a good deal of work on it, and as things now are 
we can Imrdlv afford it. 

We are working on the foundation and cellar under the new school 
now. The (lovernment had some old logs by the side of the store; 
thesi*. logs we are now using for foundation and for cellar walls. 
Hope that it will meet with your approval. These logs would soon 
be worthless if the}' should have continued to l>e, jis they were, half 
buried in the sand. 

I wish also to extend my heartiest thanks to you for all the good 
reading, matter scMit to the mission — the beautiful catalogue of the 
Indian Industrial School, Carlisle, Pa., and s|MH»iallv do I wish to 
express my gnititude for the personal thought given nu» in the send- 
ing of Saunders's medical publications. Best greetings follow these 
lines from my fellow-workers, but specially from Mrs. Lind, Angelica, 
and niys<»lf. 

W(» are all well and happy, tilling the frozen fields of the north and 
sowing (he ev(*rlasting seed. 
Res|M»ct fully, 

Cari. (). Lind. 

Dr. SlIKMX)N JArKSON. 

P. S. — Please forward me some penalty envelo|K\s for (correspond- 
ence with the Dei)urtmeut. C O. L. 
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Unalakleet, Alaska, July 30^ 1903, 

Dear Sir: We liad the pleasure of meeting Doctor Hamilton on 
July 25. He arrived earh^ in the morning and transacted his business 
in a great hurr}^ and was off again on his way to St. Michael inside 
one hour. As I wrote you some time ago, Isaac Bango wished to 
leave Nulato, anyhow to lx> relieved from his dut}'^ the next coming 
March, so Doctor Hamilton thought it best to relieve him now. Young 
Mr. Bals was w illing and happy to go and take the place of Bango. 
As you kindly promised last year a herd of deer for our station, we 
will take and mark it this fall, and retain Mr. Nils Bals and family to 
take care of our deer. Next year there will be deer for another herd 
to give out to somebody, maybe to Mr. Nils Bals. I suppose the 
Government will pay his salary for this 3'ear, and the mission supplies 
him with the rest. If you have no objection we will take Sakpillok 
to our herd, the boy who was with Per Spein before; From the time 
Per SpcMn l(»ft until now he has been kept on Government rations. 

I have to leave during the first part of August, and, as Mr. Hendrick- 
son is now here, I will turn over the Government property to him. 
I will send you a list of articles on hand at the time I took the inven- 
tory, which is now about one month and a half ago. 

The supply vessel has not yet arrived, so we are running short of 
sevei-al articles. I hope it soon will come. 

Mr. Nils P. Ifels wishes you to put the money of the two inclosed 
checks and also the money for this 3'ear\s service, into the bank of 
Trondhjeim, Norway, where he had his money sent before. 

Per Sjxjin and Sara will not be a})le to make Kuskokwim before 
freezing up. I have written them to be ready to sUirt as early as 
possi})le. In accordance with your promise to ])c allowed to occupy 
the Eaton luiildings, we will now do so. And jis we from time to 
time find suitable 3'oung men who are willing and desiring to devote 
their life to herding deer we will take them in here. 

I also inclose the voucher 3'ou sent here to be signed })y Messrs. 
Bals. 

Tiusting I shall see or hear from you sometimes, J I'emain, 
Yours, truly, 

A. E. Karlson. 

Dr. Sheldon Jackson, 

Genrral Aijcnt of Eihwafion in Alashi^ Wa^nhhigfoii^ D. O, 



St. Michael, Aiaska, August IS, 1903, 
Dear Sir: Yours of July 13 is at hand. I am now on my wa}" to 

Seattle. I am going on the Oluo^ which sails from here to-morrow. 
I met with Professor Nyvall here on his wa^' to Unalakleet and 

Golofnin. He came the overland route. So far he had enjoyed his 

trip very much. 
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The deer brought from Teller last winter were not large-nized deer. 
They were smaller than our deer at Unalakleet. Doctor Lind will 
send you another account of the deer as soon as Bals and Ole Bahr 
have marked out the mission herd and payment been taken from all 
the herders for provisions. This will be done before the end of the 
month. 

I met with Isaac Bango; he came down from Nulato. 1 asked him 
what he intends to do the coming winter, but he did not know. He 
wished to go to Unalaklik and see Bals, his father-in-law. 

The supply schooner not yet arrived at the time I left Unalakleet. 

With kind wishes 1 remain, 3'ours truly, 

A. E. Karlson. 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson, 

Wanh Ingffyn ^ D, C, 
P. S. — Mrs. Karlson felt better the last time 1 heard from her. 



ITnalakleet, Alaska, August 26^ J903. 

Dear Sir: I have just arrived from a trip to the herds at Nuklit, or 
Cape l)(Mibigh, and (jolofnin. The moment I came home your tele- 
gram of August 22 was })i-ought to my notice. It had ]>een waiting 
two (lays for me. It had hmm forwarded and re forwarded so many 
times that there is no doubt but what t he opemtoi's along the line have 
mixed up the contents somewhat, and making it very ditlieul.t to 
understand. 

In order to know positively what is meant, I am o])liged to ask })y 
wire to-day if Bango is mc^ant^ He is at Unalakleet now, and when 
asked if he wanted to go he said yes, with siime salary, provision, and 
clothing, as he had at Nulato. 

I know not what armng(Mnents Mr. Hamilton has made in regard to 
the herds at Andreafski, but I shall trv to-dav to find out from the 
(luartermaster at St. IVIicluu^l, and if there Im^ an}' jK)ssil)le way of get- 
ting \i\) and down on the river, I will at onc(* go to Andreafski and 
find out the condition of herd and herders, and arrange for their 
provisions until we can move over to Bethel. 

St. Michael, Atfr/uMt J7, 190:L 

Since I ])egiui this letter the steamer has come and made me discon- 
t imie writing. The trip from Unalakleet was a fearfully rough one, but 
I am safe in St. Michael, and have found out that Mr. Hamilton, on the 
29th of July, ordered Jj^KM) worth of gocnls for the herders, })ut can not 
from that feel sure that they have enough until the time they can 
begin to move toward I^thel, so I go to-day on steamer lA*ah to 
Andreafski, hoping to l>e able to b<* of s<mie se^^'ic<5. 
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After I was all read}- to go yesterday another telegram was received 
from W. T. Harris concerning the same matter, and, in addition, ask- 
ing me to accompany them to Kuskokwim next week. I will do so at 
first occasion when it freezes, making the river safe. 1 better then 
get me a guide from Unalakleet. 

Rcsix^ctfully, C. O. LiND, 

UnalakUet^ Aluska. 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson, D. D., 

United StatcH Gtmeiml A(/ent of Ednicati^m for Alaska^ 

Washington^ D. C. 



Unalakleet, Alaska, September <9, 1903. 

Dear Sir: Your wish is complied with. I started oflf for Andreafski 
the same day as your telegram was received. The trip up the Yukon 
was a very interesting one; if I had traveled for pleasure 1 would 
have thought that the trip paid; I enjoyed it the more because there 
certainly was a greater motive than pleasure. 

Arrived at Andreafski, 1 hired a native and a canoe, and we rowed 
12 miles up the Andreafski River, where the herders and their herd 
were found without any difficulty. The herders were simply beside 
themselves from surprise to see me there. They had very little to eat. 
In the latt(»r part of July thoy had received a notice from the Northern 
Commercial Company that they were allowed $100 worth of provision 
from Andreafski store with the prices of that place, which means of 
course very little provision. If the herders should live as they really 
ought to it would not have kept them over a month. They had already 
gotten some things ])efore, and when the notice from the Northern 
Commercial Company came the })alance was soon drawn with the 
exception of J?!^0 worth, which they dared not take yet, for fear that 
they should get no more. 

Mrs. Per Spein had given birth to a bab}' four days previous to my 
arrival, and had not a drop of milk in the camp and none to be had, in 
the store. Their flour supply was very scnnt; of fish wa^ there very lit- 
tle in the river this summer, so they could get Imt little of that. They 
had some coffee, ])ut sugar they had not had for months. Some time 
ago they had killed a wild deer, but now that meat was gone, and there 
was no ammunition left with which to kill any game. I made a note of 
artichvs needed and took their deer report, after which we returned to 
Andreafski with Michel Sara in our compiny, with the intent of buy- 
ing some milk and a few delicacies for Mrs. Per Spein. To my great 
disapix)intment nothing of what I wanted could be had from the store, 
but happily the steamer Liah^ on which I had arrived, was still there, 
and, on st4iting the condition of the woman to the steward, he let me 
have the following: One can of milk, J?1.2r); 1 can extract of beef, 75 
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cents; 1 can chicken, 50 cents; 1 can Hausage meat, 50 cent^; 3 cans 
Hamburger steak, $1.50; some boiled ham, 50 cents; 3 ix)uncls cmck- 
ers, ; total, $5. 

These articles Michel took home to Mrs. Per Spein the next morn- 
ing, and I took their order for three months' supply with me to St. 
Michael, to have filled there and shipped upon first ]>oat going to Andre- 
afski. Arrived at St. Michael, I at once tried to find out if provisions 
could not be had from the military post. I had telegraphed there 
before, making inquiries, without any result, and now in |x»rson I had 
a great deal of troulile Injfore they would sell me anything. No one 
seemed to know anything about any authority to sell goods for the 
herders. At last, however, a letter was found which solved the (jues- 
tion, and my request was granted, but cost price plus 50 jxjr cent liad 
to l)e piid l)efore the goods were taken from the warehouse. 

Just as the Yukon steamer that brought me down came to |X)rt, the 
mail steamer was ready to leave St. Michael for Unalaklik, but to 
favor me they waited nearly one hour and a half, to give me time for 
my business. Thus you see how limited my time was, and with so 
much fooling about there was not enough time for getting the bought 
articles to the Northern Commercial Company for freighting before 1 
had to go. The flour 1 took myself, with the help of a native, and the 
other things the army people were to see that two natives lirought to 
the same place for shipping.. I arninged with the natives myself — only 
the (luartermaster should see that they did it properly. 

With the Northern Conunercial Company I made proper arrange- 
ment for the shipping of the goods, and home I went. Having been 
home two davs I learned from nativ(\s that came from St. Michael 
that no more goods had been brought over for shipment. At onco 1 
had to tel(»graph lioth <iuarterinaster and the Northern Conunercial 
Company to attend to the matter at once, because of the fact tliat the 
season of navigation is rapidly dniwing near its close, and that there is 
clanger of th(» herders not having anything to eat. No reply is yet 
received, Imt I hojx^ that everything is well and right by this time. 

Fn^ni Andreafski I wrote to Mr. Stecker that we intend to move 
the herd as early as it is safe to travel this fall, the middle or latter 
ynivt of November. 

There was also a man in Andreafski that was willing to go as a 
guide for us if he got his food and 5f 1 a day. Thinking that was reason- 
able, I told Stecker that if he wanted to send guides to meet us he 
could do so, but 1 thought the fonner would l)e the cheainu* way, and 
just as safe. 

I wish to have a herder with me from here when we go, and since 
Tatinin has l)cen over the way }>efore I prefer him. He is also wili- 
ng to go. What would he be allowed for the tv\p{ 1 understand 
that Klemet^n has also written to you concerning this matter. Of 
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course, it is l)eyond question that he is the better man, and much to be 
preferred, but I fear that probably it would take too much of his time 
from Golof niu, and at the same time he would be more expensive. If 
he be js^iven the privilege of going I am thankful for it. But another 
thing while on this chapter: In going north this winter there is no one 
that I know now whom I would feel so safe in company with as I would 
with Klemetsen, therefore I will ask if I may take him with me on the 
trip around the Arctic coast? If it be granted, what may I promise 
him for the service? 

Your telegram of September 1 was received here the same day, but I 
did not get home until the evening of the 2d instant; however, as soon 
as I saw the contents I informed Mr. liango about it. He was willing 
to go. At first ho thought it below his dignity to travel on a schooner 
at all; and secondly, he refuses to pay his fare for fear that he should 
not have it returned. I told him that we had no other means but the 
schooner, by which to get to Nome at least, and if going to Nome on 
a schooner he could as well go all the way. And further, that there 
was no way for me to arrange for forwarding from Nome to Port 
Clarence. 

All the schooners of Unalakleet have now come home, except David's, 
but none of them is willing to go to Port Clarence so late in the season. 
Then Ringo not being willing to pa}'^ his fare I know not what to do, 
because I have no spare money to pay out of my own pocket. In fact 
I have paid out so much for Bals, my own trips, herders' groceries, 
freight and telegrams, etc., that I have not enough for my own wants 
if no more money comes in this fall. 

If it were possible to find out where the Thetis is, it might be that 
she would take the Bangos to their destination, but I dare not depend 
on that. On the other hand, it is possi})le to send him to St. Michael 
on the Northern Connnercial Company's mail boat and have said com- 
pany forward him all the way, but we certainly will have pretty heavy 
expenses to meet. 

I shall eerUiinly do my best and do what can be done, but I fear the 
heavy expenses. 

The school was, by my instructions, begun September 1, although I 
was not home. There are not many children home yet. The new 
schoolhouse is coming up fast now. Hendrickson is putting up the 
rafters to-day. 

Best greetings from us all at the station. My wife and Angelica wish 
especially to be remembered to you. Doctor Jackson. 
Respectfull}', 

C. O. LiND. 

Dr. Shemk)n Jackson, 
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Seattle, TFiawA., September 19^ 1903. 

Dear Sir: Youi*s of September 10 is at hand. I am happ}- to know 
that the basket has arrived and wjis accepted. 

HavJB just returned from San Francisco, where I spent only a few 
days. During my stay there I called on Foster & Co. Those j^eoplo 
are, as usual, ver}' pleasant. 

I have forwarded the account book to Washington to-day. It was 
packed up, together with my lx)oks, and have just now got at it. 

Mr. Lindseth has not paid any on his account. Mary and the herd- 
ers around Unalakleet have paid with deer. The number of deer 
taken from each can l>e'seen from their account in the book. The 
book contains the accoimts for both 1902 and 1908. Nils Bals has 
also an account there. Mr. Stecker, at Bethel, said in a letter to mo 
that two months' rations given to Bals, from (Tovernment store at 
Unalakleet, would be paid at their home oflice, if bill for sjime pre- 
sented there for payment. 

Mary did not go to Unalaska to see her })oy. She thought it would 
make him long for home and so she gave it up. Mr. Bango and 
family I met at St. Michael, coming down the river from Nulato. Ho 
was going to Unalakleet. 

The new school building will be ready in the fall, though it may 
not be before October or Movemlier, as we got the lumber so late. I 
have sent Mr. llendrickson the needed money for th(» buikling of same, 
that he may put on all the help he may need. I am &ure the new 
school will be a jo}- to all the people of Unalakleet. 

Ilev. C. K. Ryberg, at Nome, was asking me to write you if ho 
could get some school supplies from the (irovernment. He has bought 
a place about 15 or 20 mihvs north of Nome for a mission and school 
for nativ(»s, and is trying to get the nativi»s who are hanging round 
Nome to move over there. As you know Nome is not a very nice place 
for these peoj)le. It may now be too late to send any from here, but 
if you could let liim have some from the school supplies you may 
have at Nome it will be an aceonimodation. 

Mrs. Karlson s(»ems to be a little l)etter, and I hojK* she will improve 

right along. I am in hojH\s to \h\ able to return to Alaska. 

With kind wishes for yourself and family, I remain yours, truly, 

A. K. Karlson. 
Dr. SiiKi.iH)N Jackson, 



Unalakleet, Alaska, OcUHier 5, 1903. 

Dear Sir: Your letti^rs of July 1(), August 7, 19, 22, 24, and 29, 

were all received in a bunch just two weeks ago, but until this day I 

have not l)een able to give you an answer to these communications. 

A week ago this morning 1 started olf to Cape Denbigh to inquire 
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about every thing concerning the herd and herders, to enable me to give 
you some definite infonnation in regard to these. After twenty-four 
hours' sailing we arrived at Nucleet, but were not able to get away 
because of a very hard south wind, which continued to blow for nearly 
five da3^s. Finally, it became too tedious entirely for me to stay any- 
longer. In fact, I could not afford to waste my time there. The herd 
was many miles off on the way to Unalakleet and 1 could not cross the 
river, sloughs, and lakes in going to the herd; so on Thursday, Octo- 
ber 1, 1 took two boys with me in a small boat and started off for 
Shatolik River, going an inland passage, the sea being too rough. 
But we did not go more than about 2 miles from the camp before 
we got stuck in the mud. The tide was going out and only one thing 
remained to do — to stay right where we were till next morning, because 
we could walk neither in the one direction nor in the other. Friday 
morning l)cfore 4 o'clock fire was started and breakfast prepared and 
eaten. At 5 o'clock we were off, though yet quite dark. After some 
pretty hard work we landed on the bank of Shatolik River at 10 a. m., 
and from there I took my pack on my back and walked along the beach 
to Unalakleet, where, after considerable struggle, I arrived shortly after 
10 p. m. Friday evening. After all, it was quite an interesting trip. 
The only thing which was a little disagreeable was that 1 had to strip 
to the waist three successive times to wade around some points. 

But now I am drifting too far away from the subject — excuse me, 
please. 

In regard to the earmarks, allow me to return the same marked as 
you desired. In luldition, I send the mark the mission has decided upon. 
The 25 fawns from Moses's herd of last year are marked for the Gov- 
ernment according to Mr. Bahr's statement, and all of this year's fawns 
in Moses's heixl were also marked for the Government, he said, but 
on close questioning it came out that they were not yet marked 
at all. It is now too late for any further marking this year, conse* 
quently the best we can do is to take all those fawns by themselves 
and put them in one of the herds — say the mission and Mary's, while 
the others remain in Bahr's until next spring, when they can be branded. 

We are all well, and I enjoy the work in Alaska more and more. 
Angelica is growing greatly. She says almost everything she wants 
to, but has a special inclination for the Eskimo. Last night the ther- 
mometer fell as low as zero. The 18th of September there was nuich 
snow on the mountains, but it soon went off again, and since then no 
new snow has fallen. 

Greetings from Mrs. Lind, Angelica, our associate, and myself. 
Respectfully, 

C. O. Lind. 

Dr. Sheldon Jackson, D. D., 

Unit id St(tf('>( Gcfirml Ar/ent of 

Education for Alaska ^ Wd^hlngton^ D. C, 
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Seattle, Wash., Navtuther 9^ 1003. 
Dear Sir: Having just received a letter from you, written in 
August, wherein you mention about Mary's girl and the children from 
Unalaklik and Golofnin which were sent down to Unalaska last fall. 
I am sorry I did not receive your letter earlier. In regard to the 
d(»cr taken as payment from herders for supplies will say that I 
instructed Mr. liahr to take so many deer from each herder, whose 
names are mentioned here below: 



Ole Ruhr ... 

TatfMin 

Okitkoii.... 
NiilloKorook 

K(»hl<)ak 

AnfiruI(X)k .. 
Av(tK<>ok ... 
SHKConuk... 
Mary 



Female. 


Male. 


9 


5 


6 


8 


11 


5 


5 


3 


6 


4 


3 


1 


1 


2 


4 


3 


15 


10 



Total. 



14 
9 

16 
8 

10 
4 
8 
7 

25 



Mary's 25 are those that you ordered me to take from Mary this 
spring, and the 30 from the Episcopal mission an* for herding of their 
de<M- for last vear and this vear. 1 did not know at first if they were 
to pay any for the herding of their deer or not. Moses, as 1 have 
written you Injfore, did not come for his deer hist winter, and so the 
(iovernment took his whole increase for this year. 

The nnison why the Government was not paid with female deer 
altogether is this, and, as 1 believe, 1 s])oke to you al)out that last year: 
If only female deer, their small herds of deer inside of a cou])le of 
years would give out and leave them on the bare gnnind. But if they 
would have some freighting to do that should improve it greatly. 

1 delivc»red a copy to Doctor Lind, also, of the deer Mr. l^ihr was to 
mark for the (iovernment, and I presume he has already informed 
vou a)N)ut this. 

With kind wishes from Mrs. Karlsen and myself, I remain, 
Yours, trulv, 

A. K. Kaicuskn. 

Dr. Sheldon Jacksdn, 



Unalaklik, Aijvska, 

DiCtmher iiO, IfHJJ. 
Dkak Siu: The Kuskokwim journey was l)cgun on the l>th day of 
November. Seeing that it was a long journey we dared not travel fast 
in the beginning, but we took it rather easj'. As I have written 
before, the party consisted of Bals, sr., Nallogoroak, Per Sam, and 
myself. We tmveled with seven deer, two of these belonging to the 



s. I>«H-. I'le, h>^'J- 
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Government, two to the mission, two to Moses, -and one to Mary. 
The necessary provision, clothing, and sleeping bags were enough to 
fill our seven sleds, so that we could ride but very little. 

On the 12th, in the afternoon, we reached St. Michael. There we 
had to stop long enough for the purchase of a stove and some small 
articles which could not be obtained at home, for the trip. The deer 
were left on the mainland, about 6 miles in a southwestern direction 
from St. Michael, and while Nallogoroak together with Per Sara were 
to take cAre of the deer, Bals and I walked in to the village to buy 
and bring back our things for an early start next day, the 13th. A 
stove, however, could not be obtained in the evening, and so we had 
to wait there until the next morning. It became 10 o'clock or more 
the next day before we got away, and upon our arrival at the camp it 
was about noon. Still we ventured oil, and did well that afternoon. 
It was clear, nice weather, and we traveled, I judge, about 15 miles 
until dark. On the 20th of Novem!>er, in the evening, we reaf^hed 
Andreafski, after quite a hard journey. Mild weather set in, and 
the little snow which had come only two or three days previously went 
off again, leaving the bare, mossy ground for us to travel over, which 
of course was very heavy. 

Having found a suitable place for camp, about 4 or 5 miles away 
from Andreafski, 1 walked in to the village to find out where Sara 
and Spein were with the herd, the other three men to meet me in the 
morning following and continue our way directly to the camp. To 
my great disappointment I there learned that the herders had not 
followed their instructions at all. Instead of having moved up the 
Yukon, which they so well could have done, and thereby saved us a 
week's time, they had left information with the Northern Com- 
mercial Company's agent tliat they still were and would remain 
exactly in the same place where 1 visited them in the fall. That place 
is 12 miles up the Andreafski River. As disappointing as this was, 
nothing remained to be done but to go back and then start from 
there. So the 21st we started off in search of the herd. It was a 
very dark and snowy day, so one could not see far. By the time we 
reached their old camp it was very dark and the snow was drifting, 
making it impossible to see or recognize anything. Then we had to 
seek some sheltered s|K)t w here we could put our tent and stay over 
night. The next morning the weather was clear and (juite calm. 
Early we were all out looking about to see if the herd, or at least 
signs of it, could be found. But all our efforts were in vain. We 
had been exactly on the spot of their old camp the previous evening, 
without being able to recognize it on account of the weather, but 
there was now nothing at all that could guide us in finding thorn. 
Thev had certainlv not been there for two or three weeks. But 
w^here were the}' to be founds That remained a tjuestion for yet a 
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coiiplo of days. Every little gulch and creek that opened into the 
Andrciifski River, as well as that river itself, was searched most care- 
fully for a distance of about 16 miles, all in vain. There was a native 
in Andreafski village who claimed that he knew where the herders 
werc. So he was employed to go along and show us the w^ay. That 
native, however, soon proved himself ignorant as to where Spein and 
Sara were to be found, and so ho was discharged witli half his pay. 
The deer were given rest, and we — Bals, Per Sara, and 1 — started off 
again in different directions in search of the lost ones. After some 6 
or 8 miles hard walking over a divide and down into a valle}', and on 
the other side of the latter, a gulch was seen in which I finally found 
the camp a little after noon on November 23, about 8 or 9 miles 
away from their old camp, and on an altogether different river from 
the Andreafski. What their ideas or Intentions were by such an 
action I never learned to know, because they never gave a satisfactory 
answer to my inquiries. Sjx^in and Sara were not even ready to move 
3'et. They had not trained any new sled deer, nor had they prepared 
anything in camp for an early break-up. Sara had not even counted 
his male and female fawns yet, although he was instructed to do so at 
once last fall, so that 1 could got a complete report now. 

In the morning of NovembcT 25 we began to move the herd. Bals 
drove ahead, while Mickel, Sara, and I drove on the herd with the 
help of a dog. This latter was pmctically useless, so it made the 
tiisk nither hard. Sometimes the dog would run right in among the 
deer, and instead of collecting them they were scattered far and wide. 
I'nder such conditions it bec^ime almost impossible to get anywhere 
after having traveled four or five days. The last three and a half 
days before we reached Bethel, Per Sara had to join Mickel and myself 
in driving the herd. 

Nallogoroak always followed after the herd with our provisions, tent, 
and stove, etc. The journ(»y was a perfect success. The deer liad 
]>lenty of moss all the way, so they were all in the most excellent con- 
dition on our arrival at Bethel on December 3. Not one accident hap- 
pened on the way and not one deer, as far as we know, was lost. On 
crossing a big lake near Bethel, one old male deer fell on the ice and 
hurt himself so we had to kill him, it is true; but that sjime deer had 
Ikmmi lame for over a y(*ar and had with diliiculty struggled along so 
far. In realitv it was no accident. 

The deer we drove from Tnalaklik were exchangtHl for others in 
Andieafski so that the stune deer should be able to go back again to 
Unalaklik. And on our arrival at Bethel they were all given a few 
days of perfect freiHlom. On Dei'em be r 8, Nallogoroak antl Bals and 
mys<'lf lM»gjin our return trip with four of the Unalaklik deer and 
thr(»e we exchanged for three others of those we drove from Andreaf- 
ski. On the evening of Deceml>er 23 we successfully finished the trip 
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by the arrival at Unalaklik. Thus the time in which wc made the 
trip from Bethel to Unalaklik was sixt<5en days, and that with deer 
which had ^one the way onl}^ a few da^s previously. Still they all 
stood it very well, and with the exception of one tmveled ahnost as 
well the last day as they did the first. 

I knew it to be Doctor Jackson's wish that we should have taken 
the herd farther up the Yukon, and then to have gone right across 
higher up on the Kuskokwim to the Bethel deer camp. So I thought 
myself also, but on learning the true lay of the country 1 changed my 
plans at once. The deer camp at Bethel is most conveniently reached 
by way of the mission, because it is not on the main river, but on one 
of the tributaries to the Kuskokwim River. The crossing of the main 
river even is movst conveniently done just half a mile above Bethel. 
While in Bethel it was my intention to go up to their herd myself, 
but that small river is so very swift that it was not yet frozen, and 
the mountains are so bad tliat one can hardly get over them. If I 
should have gone it would have taken at least two weeks more actual 
tnivel, and then the deer would have needed more rest. Now, seeing 
that I have to be at Nome for Mary's case on February 1, 19(M, I 
dared not venture on the trip for fear, if bad weather should set in, 
of coming to Nome too late. 

Thus the pleasure of seeing the Bethel herd was not given me. Two 
of their herders came down while we were yet there, and they had been 
on the road a little over seven days. It was with great danger they had 
passed some places. The herd we brought from Andreafski is just as 
safe now as it ever can be. Mr. Steiker took full charge of herd and 
herders, and guamnteed their safe arrival as far as people can help at 
their proper place. Steiker promistnl to go along himself and help in 
driving the herd. This is a work which migiit take (juite a long time 
now, unless the weather turns colder so that the river becomes more 
safe. And with the deer alone they can always make it, even over the 
mountains, but it might take much more time. 1 found that Sara has 
the same mark as Bethel mission for his deer. To avoid trouble I 
advised Sara to make a hair mark on all his deer now before thev let 
the herds together, and in the spring he (Sara) must select some other 
mark and cut all his deer over then. 

The red dotted line on the map shows our line of travel, and the 
other continuous line beyond the Kuskokwim is supix)sed to show the 
tributarv on which tiie deer are stationed. 

The visit to Bethel was a most pleasant one. All the missionaries 
then* are very earnest workers, and it gave me much pleasure to be 
with them :i few davs to see tiieir manner of work and to learn the 
conditions under which thev labor. Bethel is certainlv ii secluded 
spot, and conveniences and pleasures whicii w(» enjoy who live on the 
coast are not known to the missionaries at Bethel. Mr. Steiker asked 
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me specially to mention their ix)or coummnication with the outside 
world. The 28th of June, 1903, was the last and onl}^ time any mail 
was received during the last summer. Twice during the season did 
the missionaries send men over to the Yukon with their mail and to see 
if any mail was to be brought back. Both times did the men return 
without one line of an\' description. Such natuniUy makes the stay 
at Bethel rather lonely. But another thing over which Mr. Steiker 
worried was that you might think him very negligent in his corre- 
sj)ondence concerning the reindeer, etc., while the matter of fact is 
that when he receives a letter it might l)e a 3^ear old, and then before 
an answer reaches you the matter to w^hich it refers might belong t6 
affairs of bygone ages. 

The Katmai mail is taken by way of Bethel the three times per 
season it is carried, but there l>eing no post-office it benetits them but 
little in that place beyond that they can more readily send their own 
mail out those three times in the year. 

The letter 1 w^rote Steiker from Andrcafski he received the night 
before we left there for Unalaklik. 

The mail being ready to go I will close, and by the next send the 

rei)orts of tlu; Sam and S|Kuns as well as the Bethel herd, as near as 

known. 

KesixH'tfully, 

Carl O. Lind. 
Dr. Shelik)n Jackson, 



ANNUAL UKPOKT NKLATO KKINDKER STATION. 

NuLATO, July 7, 1003, 

Dear Sir: I have the honor to report as alK)ve for the Nulato rein- 
deer herd for the 3'(»ar ll»02-8. I anticipate somewhat in reporting 
now, l)ecause I foresee^, that I shall not be Ihtc to do it at the regular 
time. 

Of the ;^9 muh» dc(»r mentioned, 8 are old ones, 17 are fawns of 11M)1, 
and 1> are fawns of 11>02; b(?sid<»s these, 10 an* alt<»red, 7 of which are 
already broktMi to the sh»d; the W others slmll l>e so next fall. 

Of \)1 f<»niales, as meiitioiH»d, th<»re are :)0 young ones and <»1 old 
ones. The pr()}H)ilion of male and femah* among the fawns has not 
!>een yet aseertain<Ml bv the lierdtM*. 

In reply to your inquiry dated March 2 1 may state that 25 deer, all 
mal(»s, wen* sold during winter to M(»ssrs. (-orbusier & Dimoska, con- 
tractors, who paid to the mission J^iJl a head at Nulato. They had 
th(»n the (1(mm' transfernMl to Tanana an<l Kampart, where they feU^hod 
a much higln^r price. I am aware of one of them having Inn^n sold for 
$l<K)an(l 14 others for $4o apiece. I do not know how much waj!»obtaincd 
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for the 10. The winter 1902-3 has been especially hard on the deer on 

account of the heavy snowfall. The winter pasture ground was covered 

with 7 feet of snow, and the deer, being unable to dig out the moss, began 

to starve. They were then transferred to another pasture some 10 or 

15 miles south of Nulato, where the snow was not in such a quantity, 

and they have been kept there for the summer season. 

Respectfully, yours, 

Juuus Jett6. 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson, 

Wdshimjton^ D. C. 



ANNUAL REPORT BETHEL REINDEER STATION. 

Bethel, Alaska, July ^6, 1903. 

Dear Sir: Your letters from January 23, April 6, April 18, and 
April 24, have all come to hand July 2. As I had to be at the coast to 
receive our goods, and only a short time ago arrived here, I could not 
answer them sooner. I will send this mail to the Yukon as soon as 
possible. 

First, 1 want to express m}' own and my fellow-missionaries' heart- 
felt thanks for your friendly and encouraging letters and for sending 
us again some reading material and school supplies. The box sent 
by schooner ViJcing is in our hands. 

Concerning your letter of April 6, 1 am glad I have acted in accord- 
ance with 3"our wish. Unf ortmiately, last year no other letter came from 
you, except the one from Nome, dated September 8, 1902. In that 
letter 3^ou notified me that you had written by way of Nushagak and 
the Delta, but none has arrived yet. Also no copy of the contract 
with the new Lapps has arrived. I was anxiously waiting for the 
three winter mails from north and south, })ut not one line did I receive. 
I would have gone to the Yukon to receive the new Ljipps and give a 
guide to them, and in March I was on the Yukon, but I could not hear 
anything of their coming. On April 8, w^e learned that they had come 
as far as Andreafski, and were 40 miles distant, but on account of too 
much snow, the deer not able to find food, returned and settled 4 
miles from Andreafski until fall. 1 am not surprised it turned out 
this way. We had an unusual quantity of snow here, but there was 
far more on the Yukon. As there was a chance in spring to send a 
note to Andreafski, I asked Mr. Friedrics to supply the Lapps with 
what they are in need of, and charge it to us. He is willing to do so, 
and I am quite confident he will look well out for them. 

I think when the new Lapps come they will like it here. They 
could not wish a better country for the deer. The only drawback 
might be that they can not sell deer me^ithereas well as farther north 
until more white people come in. 
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Mr. Bals and son were very sorry to go away from here. They 
had a nice house; the native herders also had houses; the provisions 
had been plentiful. They admitted that they had made a mistake in- 
expressing their desire to go home this year. But, as I expected the 
new Lapps to come any time, and the provisions would not be sufficient 
for all of them, and as 1 was not able to make any new arrangement 
with them, it was not advisable to keep them here. 

lam quite confident that the native herders, Wasely. and Robert, 
will do their best, and I have put one other 3'oung couple, Tone}^ and 
his wife, and a big school })oy, Henry, with the herd. Mr. Bals, his 
family^ and son, left for Unalaklik on March 27. 1 gave them one 
month's provisions along. I wanted to give them two months' provi- 
sions, but it was too heavy; so I wrote to the superintendent in Una- 
laklik to give them one month's provisions and charge it to us; stating, 
also, that these Lapps came with our consent, and that the eight deer, 
harness, and one dog should be taken back to the Government's 
stock. 

I was in the mountains just before Easter, instructing and encour- 
aging the herders, and tliey were happy. While I was down at the 
coast WascIy was here, and said that all were well, and that they had 
121 young deer. When I was with them I gave them the 3 deer for 
last vear. 

1 am very sorry 1 can not comply with your wish to give an itemized 
account of the deer, how man}' male and female, how many belong to the 
herders, and other details. Seven weeks I have spent in teaching, and 
now, much against my will, I have to go down to the coast once more, 
although 1 have so much other work besides. I ask you to excuse me; 
in fall I will give a full account. 

From the (loveriunent we received, male reindeer, SO; female, 87; 
totiil, 17<», 20 of which were broken to the sled. Returned to the 
(iovernment March, 11H)8, 8 deer, leaving in this herd 1 G8 deer belong- 
ing to the Goveriunent. The number owned by the mission and native 
herders would then be 213. 

A niunber of sled deer, and the lx}st ones, too, died last fall, as I 
inforuKul you last winter. Ten sled deer are now in herd; sleds, 8; 
Yukon sled, 1; harnesses, 24. Also much wood has been cut out for 
sleds and harnesses. I inclose some letters from our native herders, 
Robert and Wasely. 

The voucluMs for Mr. Bals and son 1 send back to you, as you wish 
them, but the old agreement young Mr. Bals wanted; I send it to 
Unalaklik, and it can be forwarded to them if they are not there. 

SchfHpl. — 1 thank you very much for promising us aid for the schools. 
We have not kei)t school in Ogavik, and can not well have si^hool therow 
This winter Rev. B. Helmich and Mrs. Helmich will be stationed 
there, but to have school seems im|M)ssible, Invause there are no chil- 
dren there. Since the sickness of IJHM), it is only a small village of 5& 
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souls. If we would have boaixiing scholars from the village above 
Ralkagak and below Tuluksak, we might have 15 scholars, but we 
have not the buildings nor the men to keep a boarding school. Here 
we have the houses and the force to run a school, and although we 
have only three children of school age here at Bethel, we can get them 
, from four villages this side of Ogavik, from the Tundra, and from 
below, and it is better to tiike the few children from Ogavik, if they 
could not be taught there, to Bethel. I am glad to say we have good 
results from our school. The tw^o native herders, Wasely and Rotert, 
are two former scholars. 

There is one question that troubles me often, that is, the number of 
d&ys taught. We can not well have school longer than seven months 
here. The first reason is, we have almost all our children from the 
outside; the second is, we do not want them to become strangers to 
hunting and fishing. After Easter the people go into the mountains 
and want the children, at least the bigger boys, for hunting squirrels. 
We think it is right for them to go; we send some old books with them 
and tell the parents and children to remember what they have learned. 
Thd question is now. Can you give us the directions or allowance to 
keep school for seven months instead of nine months? If you will do 
so I will be ver}'^ thankful and we will do what we can to have our 
school as successful as possible. Mrs. Schoechert will !)e teacher in 
Quinhagak. I am happy to say our mission work is encouraging. 
There was much difficulty, of course, in mastering the hard language, 
but it is easier now than it was at first. What makes us still happier 
is to see the heathen coming into our Christian civilization. 

Thanking you again for your kindness and interest in our work, I 
am, dear sir. 

Respectfully, yours, Adoi.f Stecker, 

SupiTrn fen dent 

Dr. Sheldon Jackson, WaMnghm^ D. 0, 

Report of school and vouchers of teacher go with this mail. 



Bethel, Alaska, Ocfoher tf, 1902. 
Dear Sir: Your welcome letter of May 12 was duly received 
August 24; the one dated August 15 we received here October 2, 
both times by travelers from the Yukon. 1 thank you ver}^ nmcl; for 
the goo<l news I find in vour letters. First, with the schooner KadiaJc^ 
we received the books for the school, and in your first letter your 
promise to pay the t(^acher (Rev. Y. Weinlick) in our school^ and I 
now only wish I could send our thanks as (juicklj^ as possible. I have 
forwarded the letter to Mr. Bals. He sent a man down with a short 
account about the deer. So far all was well, and SO 3'oung doer were 
living. It is a good increase, and brings the whole number to alK)ut 



INTRODUCTION OF DOMESTIC REINDEER INTO ALASKA. 107 

550. If the Lord is willing, 1 will go there again in November and 
give a full account. 

In your letter from Nome you inform us of two Laplanders coming ^ 
to take charge of the herd here. We will welcome them when they 
come. Certainly we will do what is possible for the children to have 
them in school. Also about the provisions, we will do as you wished 
in 3'our letter. Unfortunately, no provisions came this j-ear for the 
herders. As our requisition list has' come out so late (March 28) it 
may have been overlooked. 

Mr. and Mrs. llelmick, on account of his sickness, had to go out, 
and we had their provisions at hand and put them aside for the herders. . 
Thus we have all that is needed, except bacon, but we can get some at 
the trading post, and so everything will bo satisfactory. 

We opened our school at the }>eginning of September with 18 
scholars. Some more will come when their parents or relatives come 
from the mountains. Many aaked whether they could come; we , 
could soon have had 40, but have not room for so man3\ We have all 
the children in the house, first, because many have no homes; second, 
because they are nearly all from distant villages, and, third, Ijecause 
onh' in this way can thc}^ learn order and be removed from heathen 
influences and superstition. They are all very happy, and we can not 
complain about them. The last three came from down river; one, a 
poor orphan, with hardly any clothes. When they went to l>ed the 
first night I wish I could have read their thoughts. Although we do 
not give them fine })eds, but a good warm blanket, these three certainly 
thought they were in a very good place; we could see their joy in 
their faces. 

W(> have also, with the schooner Kadtak^ received the magazines 
and reading matter, for which m3\self and all the missionarie.s wish to 
express our heartfelt thanks. I can not tell you how much jo}' your 
letters have brought me. 1 am much encouraged to do the work of 
our Lord with joy. 

Concerning Mr. Bals and son, I think the}" had better go out by the 
Yukon. We could bring them down river to meet the schooner which 
brings our supplies; that would be the first part of June. 
With all good wishes, I am, thankfully, yours, 

Adolf Stecker. 

Rev. Doctor tlACKSON, W(ju<hl7ujto)i^ />. C. 



Bethel, Aiaska, I)ecem}>er 12^ 1902. 

Dkak Sir: Yesterday evening I returned from a visit to the herd, 
and (»xpecting the mail every moment I liasten to give you an account 
of how I found the deer. 

As mild weather set in again and the river had plenty of water I 
Wits twice on the point of turning Imck, but after going through deep 
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water and finding it l)otter again 1 went on and reached their camp. 
It is a very nice place. They have built three splendid log houses, 
clean, white wood, warm and comfortable. All were well, and very 
happy to see me come. When I saw how happy they were I was very 
glad I had not turned back. I was there two days and we had several 
meetings, and beside that we would speak about everything. First, 
the Laplandei's were sorry to go out next year; they would like to 
stay longer. If the Government would give them $500 and the same 
provisions as now, they would only be too glad to stay longer. I said, 
well, you made your contract only for one year with the understand- 
ing to go out next year. Mr. Kjellmann had written that he would 
come and see them next summer; he, Mr. Kjellmann, wanted to start 
a colony somewhere in the mountains near Nushagak, -The Lapps 
think Mr. Kjellmann might want them. 

If you would let me know what you think, I would be glad. It 
seems that they would like to get some deer of their own. The native 
herders were well and did their work well. I have to give a poor 
account of the deer this time. Quite a number of them died. 

There were 83 fawns in spring; 3 died. The number of deer now 
is 285. The sickness on the legs makes the deer almost unable to walk. 
Just alK)ve the hoof, about 6 inches, it was swollen terribly; full of 
matter coming out in many places. When cold it would freeze and 
the deer died. 

The I^pps were very sorry to give such a bad account; they had 
never seen such a poor year, but they hope it will now be good again. 
Thev do not know the reason for so many dying. In June there was 
a big fire in the mountains, as well as in several places on the Tundra, 
burning for a whole month, and the smoke was sometimes terrible. 
From July to the end of October it rained a great deal, the latter part 
almost daily; the groimd being wet all the tune may have caused the 
sickness of the deer. 

I left all well except two which were a little lame, but expect they 
will be well in a short time. The deer belonging to the native herders 
are included in the num})er. Wasely has three (the young one died), 
and Robert has four, one of the young ones having died. 

Hoping to give a letter account next year, 1 am, dear sir. 

Yours, truly, 

Ad. Stecker. 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson, 

All the vouchors signed })V the Lapps I send to you. 

P. S. — The young Laplander has no contract at all. He asked me 
to write contracts and send them on to 3"ou, to be signed by 3'ou, He 
wants to have one, if he should go from Alaska, to show that he was 
in Government service. 

Yours, truly. Ad. Stecker. 
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December 15, 1002, 
The agreement the young Laplander wanted 1 have just tinished. 
if you will be so kind and send it to him he will be glad. 

lie asked me to write to you that he was willing to stay longer in 
Alaska, if possible in Unalaklik, if you could let him have deer, or 
if 3'ou would want him somewhere under the same condition as he is 
now. lie did not know what his father would do, but he thinks his 
father too would like to stay. 
Will you kindly let him know whether that is possible? 
With all good wishes, yours truly, 

Ad. Stecker* 



June 30, 1903. 
Sir: I have the honor to report the following statistics of the herd 
in camp at Andreafski while en route to Bethel, Alaska: 





Old deer and fawns of 1902. 


Fawn« of 1900. 


Name of owner. 


Male. 


Female. 


Died or 
kill(><l. 


Male. 
31 


Female. 
33 


Died. 

1 
1 


Total 
living 
fawnM. 


Total 
livlnf? 
deer. 


IVr Spein 


40 
39 


S7 6 
99 ' 2 


CA 
74 


191 


Nils Sara 


212 










Total deer in henl 








1 


408 















All the deer that are reported dead or killed }>erished during their 
travels last winter; since then no old deer have died from disease or 
been killed. 

There were only three or four deer sick with hoof rot, so the herd 
was in a good condition and had plenty of feed. 

N. Sara had not counted his male and female fawns. He only knew 
the sum total. 

C. O. LiNi), Siijurhitend^mt. 
Dr. SnELiK)N Jackson, 

Wa^/iin(/fofij J). O. 



APPKENTK'IvS AND HKKDKIIS AT TELLKR KEINDKER STATION. 

In(le[)endent herders, Dunnak, Sekeoglook, Ablikak. Apprentices, 
S^niwlook, Coxrook, Kotzetuk, Keeluk, Immuklina, Nunasarlook, 
Khrnuk. Other natives connected with the management of the herds 
at T(»ller Station, Ktugeeuk, Ohberina, Ohneemausook, Kmausrook, 
Doni, Klahkan, Ogeelesook (all women). 
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Deer bought from herd for the Bureau of Educalion^ aUfemaU. 

Tautook 11 

Sekeoglook 14 

Dunnak 9 

Total 34 

Tautook's deer (11) were delivered to N. Klemetsen in the — 

Deer bought of herders for tlie mission^ all male, 

Tautook 6 

Dunnak 6 

Sekeoglook 6 

Total 18 



DAILY JOTTRNAL, TELLER REINDEER STATION, 1902-3. 

Bv T. L. Hrevig. 

July 1, 1902: Clear and smoky, with strong north -northeast wind. 
Goods unpacked. At 7 a. ni. Messrs. Percival, Calkins, Neeluk, and 
Zealook went into the mountains to look for tin. Serawlook came in 
from the herd for provisions. 

July 2: Cloudy, with southwest wind and light rain in the evening. 
The inspecting party returning at a. m., and left again for the Saw- 
tooth Mountains at 1 p. m. Koztuk came in from the herd to work 
around the station. 

July 3: Cloudy, with light west wind; fog in the evening. Some 
salmon was salted and some hung up to smoke. Nils and Elingnuk 
were in from the herd. 

July 4: Foggy, with west wind. Salutes and flag raising. Mr. C. 
Gay and partner passed by in the afternoon on the way to York. 

July 5: Clear, with strong north wind. At 11 a. m. Mr, and Mrs. 
Wilson, Mrs. Miles, Mr. Evans, and Mr. Howick came over from Teller 
in the Dorot/nj. At noon the prospecting party returned, short of pro- 
visions. Both parties left in the afternoon. A four-masted schooner 
went out. Tautook, Serawlook, and Coxrook came in for provisions. 

July 6: Cleur, light, variable winds. Two small steamers came in. 
Sundav school. 

July 7: Light west wind, cloud}^ and foggy. At 8.30 a. m. the 
whole family, except Mrs. Brevig, Thelma, and Emma, left for the 
herd to mark the fawns; 130 were marked. 

July S: Isak llatta arrived from Candle Creek, having walked the 
distance in seven days. He reports men at work on the different 
streams in the Ahgreapuk Valle}. Cloud}', with medium strong 
southwest to west wind. Brevig, Ilatta, and all the boys, except 
Neeluk, went to herd, marking 111; 241 the total now living. 
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.Inly 0: Cloudy, nearly calm. Brovig and Ilatta went to Teller in 
I he afternoon. Heavy rain in the evening and during the night. 

July 10: Clear, strong west wind, high surf; made two attempts to 
get home, but failed. The U. S. S. ^<?«r came in late in the evening. 

fluly 11: Clear, light west wind. Brevig returned at a. m. Five 
male and 25 female Siberian deer were landed from tlie Bear during 
the morning; in excellent condition. Not a single deer had been lost 
on the six days' ocean voyage from Barankof Bay, Kamchatka, to 
Alaska. Provisions for native witnesses brought to Sitka were also 
landed. Mr. William Hamilton, assistant agent of education for 
Alaska, inspected the station. The litar left at noon. Hatta took 
passage for Nome. Two steam tugs were over from Teller looking 
for business. Mrs. Brevig and the children went to Teller and 
returned at 8.30 p. m. in Mr. Kleinschmidt's launch, several people 
from Teller accompanying them. Mrs. Scroogs visited the herd. 
Doctor Meacham and Mr. Bovee called in the afternoon. McKenna's 
schooner took on water. 

July 12: Clear, with strong southwest wind and high surf. Wood 
sawed, etc. 

July 13: Showers, with strong southwest wind. Nils was in from 
the herd. Sundav school. The Sitd!e and another steamer came in. 
The Sadie went out in the afternoon. 

July 14: Clear, with strong northwest wind in the evening. Seraw- 
look and Tautook were in from the herd. Bervig and two boys went 
to Teller and brought back three bags of mail. The Ilrhuja went out. 

July 15: Cloudy and mining in the afternoon. T(K>thache ivigns 
supreme. A boat load of wood was brought. Dunnak and Sekeoglook 
went to town. 

rluly 16: Cloudy, with strong west wind. Nearly <»veryl)ody at 
station and at herd is sick. Mrs. Brevig called at the herd to see the 
sick there. 

July 17: Foggy and cloudy, with variable winds. The NewHlHyy 
I)assed in at noon. 

.July 18: Cloudy and calm; raining all day. Mrs. Brevig and Dagny 
were very sick during the night. All but Salgan, Cackiek, and Lucy 
an* sick at the station. 

July 11>: Twenty-four hours steady min; calm. Some patients are 
better and some are worse. At 12 noon a big steamer anchored 5 or 
(> miles from Teller, and at i> p. m. Mr. Ix^e, wife, two children, and 
mother in-law were landed at the station from the Centennial. At 2 
a. m. the Sadie pass(»d in; a small steam schcK)ner also ])assed in 
during the forenoon. Mr. Lee is going to C/ai)o Prince of Wales as 
Mr. Lopp's successor. 

fluly 20: Clear, strong southwest wind. Mr. I^ofgrecn came in from 
the American Rivor at 10.30 p. m. Bi-cvig quite sick during the night 
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The Bmr anchored outside the station at 11 a. m. Mr. Lee went on 
board. The Btuirn launch went to Teller, and returned at 5 p. m. 
Tautook is in from the herd. 

July 21: Strong southwest wind, with rain all day. In the evening 
a boat was sent on board for Mr. Lee, and later Mr. and Mrs. Scroogs 
were sent on shore in the Beard's surfboat, stopping at station over 
night. 

July 22: Clear, light northwest wind. The Lees left at 8 a. m. on 
the Bt'ni\ Doctor Jackson came on shore and settled accounts all day. 
Nils and 1 autook were in from the herd. 

July 23: Clear, strong southwest wind. Contracts between native 
deermen and the Government made and signed. Doctor Meacham and 
family ciime over from Teller in the forenoon and stopped until morn- 
ing. Mr. Price, Miss Benson, and some children called in the evening 
and Mr. Lafgren went to Teller with them. Serawlook, Erlingnuk, 
and Ahmukdoolik each received 10 deer. 

Julv 24: Clear, calm. Doctor Meacham left in the forenoon. 
Accounts were settled with Doctor Jackson. Nils came in from the 
herd to go with Doctor Jackson to Unalaklik. 

July 25: Cloudy, medium strong south wind. Doctor Jackson, 
Brevig, Nils and some of the boys went to Teller in the morning. 
Brevig and the boys returned at 9 p. m. 

July 2G: Cloudy, with showers. Serawlook and Coxrook came in 
for provisions and boat, to move the ctmip 10 miles up the lagoon. 

July 27: Cloudy and calm, with showers. Simday school. 

July 28: Calm, with frequent showers. Rumor of a shooting scrape 
at York. A schooner c^me in and one went out. The Neioshoy came 
in and passed out. 

eluly 29: Strong south wind. Cloudy, with showers all day. Wood 
sawing. 

July 30: Cloudy, with north wind. Brevig and two bo3's went to 
Teller in the morning and returned at 5 p. m. Tautook visits friends 
in Nuk. A small white whale (beluga) was caught in a salmon net. 
Several of the herders were in from the herd. 

July 31: Cle^r, calm, and warm, with thunder showers and several 
distinct peals of thunder; two or three (juite sharp. Brevig and Nee- 
luk visited in Teller in the afternoon. Wood was piled. 

August 1: Clear, with light northeast wind. A canoe load of wood 
was brought. Doctor Meacham and family and Mr. Giddings came 
over from Teller in the afternoon and stopped over night. 

August 2: Clear, with light, variable winds. Doctor Meacham and 
party left at 1 p. m. Mrs. Brevig and part of the family went over 
with Mr. Kloinschmidt and returned at 10 p. m. in the launch. Tel- 
lerites left at 11 j). m. 

August 3: Clear, with strong north wind. Sunday school. 
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August 4: Partly overcast, with a galo from the east. Brevig and 
Neehik went to Teller in tlie morning, but could not return on account 
of the storm. 

August 5: Clear, with a gale from north-northeast. Hrevig returned 
at noon. The Sadie came in early in the morning and left again at 
10.30 a. m. 

August 0: Clear, with strong north-northeast to nortli wind. The 
Netrnhoy called at the station. A canoe load of wood was l)i'ought. 

August 7: Partly overcast, with a very strong southwest to south 
wind. The warehouse was arranged and wood carried in. Tautook 
and Coxrook were in from the herd, reporting one female very sick 
and two fawns crazy. 

August 8: Clear; south to southwest wind. Neehik went to Teller 
with mail. Wood was piled in the warehouse. Sekeoglook was in 
from the herd. 

August ii: Partly overcast, with a thundershower in the afternoon. 
Sevaulook was in from the herd. The Sadie came in and passed out 
again. 

August 10: Partly overcast , w i th clianging winds and showers. Sun- 
day school. The Nrir^hoy came in and went out. Mr. Anderson, from 
York, came in very tired and hungry. 

August 11: Cloudy and showers, with variable winds. One carcass 
was brought in. 

August 12: Clear, with gusts of wind. Hrevig, Anderson, and four 
boys went to Teller in the morning. Hrevig and the l)oys returned at 
4 p. m. 

August 13: Partl}^ overcast, with strong north wind. A boat load 
of wood was !)rought. A big steamer came in and ptussed out again. 

August 14: Clear, with light west wind. Shoe grass was cut for 
winter use. 

August 15: Strong northeast wind; cloud}'. Shoe gniss gathered 
and prepared. Mr. Kickmeyer came in at 7 p. m. from York. 

August 10: Clear, with variable winds, (irass was brought in and 
prepared. The Sadie and a schooner came in. 

August 17: Clear. Toothache is on the waii)ath again. Nunasar- 
look and wife and Sekeoglook were in from the herd. 

August IS: Clear; light northeast wind. Hrevig, Xeeluk, and Kozeluk 
went to Teller in the morning and returned at 11 p. m. 

August ID: Cloud}', with a strong southwest breeze in the afU^rnoon, 
and high surf. The Thrtln anchored outside the station at 7 p. m. last 
night. Hrevig called on Ijoard and Doctor Horn visited on shore. 
The Hear was sighted at the anchorage, !)ut disappeared while the 
Tint Ik was on the way out. Ole Pulk, a I^aplander, was hmded, to l)0 
taken !)v the Beav to St. I>awrence Island. Ahmukdoolik is reported 
very sick. Hrevig sprained his knee launching a boat. 
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August 20: Cloudy, with strong northwest wind, abating in the 
evening. A heavy rain fell during the night. The Thetis came in in 
the morning and stayed all day. Three carcasses were sent on board. 
Doctor Horn visited on shore. 

August 21: Strong south to southwest wind until 4 p. m., when 
changing to northwest. The Thetis lifted anchor at 9 a. m., and 
headed in different directions, finally anclioring off Cape Riley. 
When the fog lifted she had vanished. Several of the children are 
very sick, llaining all day. 

August 22: Clear; strong north wind. Wood sawing and grass 
fixing. Nearly all the children more or less sick. New snow in the 
mountains. 

August 23: Clear, with snow flurries and hail. Brevig, Neeluk, 
Kozetuk, and Pulk went to herd at 9 a. m., and returned at 8 p. m. 
with the carcass of one deer. Erlingnuk was discharged for diso- 
bedience. 

August 24: Clear; light north wind. A heavy frost during the 
night. Sunday school. The Newshry watered ship. 

August 25: Clear, with strong northwest wind. Serawlook went to 
herd in the morning, and the deer were moved some distance up the 
hills. Brevig and Kozeluk went to Teller in the morning and returned 
in the evening. Shoe grass was brought in. 

August 20: Partly overcast, with light variable winds. A })errying 
party was sent out. Shoe gnuss was fixed. Tautook, wife, and father- 
in-law passed in toward salt lake. Tautook and wife are to return in 
a few days. 

August 27: Clear; variable winds. Brevig, Neeluk, Kozetuk, and 
Ahgoocook went to the herd in the morning and returned at 7 p. m. 
with a load of wood. Doctor Meacham and wife and Rev. H. Hosack 
came over from Teller and stayed over night. 

August 28: Cloudy. Doctor Meacham and party left at 9 a. m. A 
canoe of wood was brought. Mr. Miles, wife, and several ladies of 
Teller visited the station. Mrs. Brevig went over to Teller with them. 

August 29: West to northwest wind, with drizzling rain in the fore- 
noon. Wood cutting. Kozeluk, Neeluk, and Pulk went to Teller at 
1 p. m. for Mrs. Brevig, and returned at 9 p. m. 

August 30: Cloudy; northwest wind. The log cabins were fixed 
with moss. Sekeoglook, Coxrook, and two women were in from the 
herd. 

Septem}>er 1: Cloud}' ; strong north wind. Mr. Dahlgren and part- 
ner camped on the betich. 

September 2: Strong north wind. Cloudy. The boys went out 
berry picking and returned without any. Sadie went north. 

September 3: Clear with strong north wind. Brevig and boys 
brought u boatload of wood. 
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September 4: The Neionboy came in and went out again. Wood 
sawed. Some tomcod were caught. 

September 6: Clear. Northwest wind. Dahlgren, Giles, and Brevig 
visited the herd. At 7 p. m. Mr. Richardson, Hovick, Zalner, and 
Vatney arrived in a boat from the Arctic district. 

September 6: Cloudy; strong northeast wind. Scrawlook, Itugeluk, 
and Ablikak went to Teller in the morning. Richardson's party, 
Brevig, and Howick went in the afternoon and were kept in Teller by 
high surf. The Sadie came in from the north in the evening. 

September 7: Cloudy, with a strong northeast wind. Serawlook 
and party, Brevig, and Howick returned from Teller at 1 p. m. The 
Sadie left at noon. Sunday school. Some tomcod caught in the 
evening. 

September 8: Cloudy. Medium strong northwest wind. Howick 
and Neeluk went to Teller in the morning and returned at 4 p. m. in 
the Dorothy with Wilson and Sullivan going to York. Howick took 
Kozetuk along. 

September 9: Partly overcast. Mr. Hawks went to York with two 
horses. The Sadie came in at \) a. m. and left for the north at 4 p. m. 
with several passengers on board for York. Tomcod was caught 
and stringed and the ca))ins plastered. 

September 10: Partly overcast with west to north winds. Cabin 
fixing, etc. Several small boats passed on toward York. 

Septeml)er 11: Partly overcast, calm. Brevig and Neeluk went 
to Teller at 2 p. m. and returned at 10 p. m. 

September 12: Cloudy. Gale from east. 

September 13: Cloudy, with a gale from east in the forenoon; caun 
in the afternoon. Sekeoglook, Ahnmkdoolik, Coxrook and wife came 
in from the herd. Dunnak and wife came in from the Tooksook. 

Septem))er 14: Gale from northeast over. At 1 p. m. Mr. Klein- 
schmidt came in the Diamoud and stayed all night, giving the children 
an excursion in the evening. Sunday school. The Sadiv and Ncidh- 
hnj came in from the north. 

8epteml>er 15: Partly overcast. Gale contimied. Mr. Kleinschmidt 
left at 1 p. in. Tomcod was strung and the cabins plastered. Some 
wood was piled. 

Septeml>er 10: Clear; the gale from north-northeast continued. 
Some tomcod were caught. The ca!)ins were whitewashed. 

September 17: Clear and calm during the forenoon; strong north- 
east wind in the afternoon. Howick and Brevig visited the herd. In 
the afternoon Mrs. Steiner, Mrs. Hill, and Coiuit Nvstrom came in 
from York and stopjied overnight. 

S(»ptein!)er IS: (lalo from <»ast northeast all night and day. Howick 
and Kozetuk went to Teller in the morning and return<»d at 5 p. m, 
Mrs. Steiner's party left at i) a. m. Wood sawed and split. 

»S I)<k:. -'10, r)H-2 9 
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Sc'pUnnber IH: Clcsir, modiuiii clmii^ifin*^ winds. Some tomcod was 
cuut^ht in the evoiiiii*^. At 7 p. in. Tjiutook Keok and friend came 
over from Teller, reportint^ Koverooek sick. Wood sawed and split. 

Soptemb(»r 20: Clear, with a i^ah* from tli(^ north. The Cajx^ Prince 
of Wales herder went to cam]) and visited the herd and left for Teller 
in the evi^nin*^. Si^rawlook and Cox rook came in from the heixi. 

September :il: Cloudy, with lit^ht north wind. Sunday school. 

September ti2: Cloudy and calm. Ole and Kozeluk went after tjvo 
deer seen ])v a native vesterdav. Ole found the two. Double windows 
were put in. Four native canoes went up the coast. 

September :i3: A nice day. Brevity and llovick went to Teller in 
the mornin<if. Hovick ciune back at noon and W(Mit to the herd return- 
ing in the evenin*^. Dunnak came in and felt cheap, losing so many 
deer. All the herders were out lookin*^ for more stray deer. 

September :i4: South wind. llovick went to Teller in the morning 
and returned at noon. In the evenin<^ the cape herders and others 
were invited up, and t^ames played. The rnxpu^t set was tried for the 
tirst time, ])ut it was too cold to ])e enjoyed. Sekeo<rlook came in from 
the herd late in the evening. 

September 25: Sekeojjflook left for the herd in the morning. A 
stormv dav. 

September 2fJ: South wind and rain. Mrs. Brevig and Neeluk 
visited the natives on the beach and got three orphans with the promise 
of more. Straw baskets were made. 

Septem])er 27: Storm continued. Khrnak came in from the herd. 
They brought in the carcass of a deer and the skin of one. The meat 
could not be used ev(Mi bv natives. Tautook and Ahmukdoolook also 
came in from the herd. All but Coxrook. and Ahbrina went in to the 
herd. 

September 2S: Storm from east contiiuicd, a])ating at noon. Ilowick 
with four boys started for Teller, but meeting Hrevig on the way, 
returned. The Smltf came in in th(^ morning to get shelter, as the 
storm had swe])t Nome agjiin. demolishing the waterfront and !)arge8. 
Sundav school. 

SepttMuber 2i>: Cloudy with liglit east wind. All the natives camped 
on the beach left for their homes in the morning. Wood cutting. 
Sevawlook and Coxrook, with wives, left for the herd, llovick and 
Kozetuk went to the luM'd also. 

September ;>n: Clear; light variable winds, llovick and Kozetuk 
went to Teller in the morning and returned at 2 ]). m. Three miners 
from York passed through from York with samples of tin. Dunnak 
was in from the herd. 

October 1: Cloudx : stronir northwest wind. r>n'vig, llovick, and 
Kozetuk went to the herd in thr morninL*'. Six >i<k <ieer w(»re killed, 
lleturned at *J j). m. The .\'/ //-.vA^/// anchored outside the station at 5 
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p. in. Tho Bear came in a littU* later. Mr. and Mrs. T. No^'^es called 
in the evening. Brevig and Hoviek })oarded the Bear. 

October 2: Cloud}'; strong north wind. Fifteen tons of coal were 
landed from the IT. S. S. Betir in the forenoon. Mrs. Bernardi and 
brother called for a few minutes at noon. Man}^ Cape Prince of Wales 
canoes were tjiken on board to 1x3 taken home. Neeluk's mother and 
her husband from King's Island visited on shore. The Bta/'\s laimch 
took ii tons of coal into Teller. Anderson passed back to York. Bear 
left at 2 p. m. 

OctolK'r 3: Cloudy; strong northeast wind. All the coal was curried 
up. Ilovick andtwo))oys went to Teller and returned in the evening. 
Be^if and Centennial anchored off Cape Riley at dark. At 8 p. m. Mr. 
Mountjoy, special agent of the Department of Justice, was landed by 
a boat from the Hear, Xavier came over from Teller in the evening. 
He had come in on the Neicshoy from Nome and the Yukon. 

October 4: A northeast gale. Brevig went to Teller in the morning. 
Hovick, Xavier, and Mr. Mountjoy visited the herd and returned at 
noon. Brevig at 3 p. m. Hovick and Mr. Mountjoy went to Teller 
at 3 p. m. Mr. Mountjoy to visit Mar\'s Igloo, and Hovick to go to 
the States on the Ce)ifennl(iL The Hear had gone out during the night. 

October 5: Cloudy; light northeast wind; mist at times. Serawlook 
and Khrnuk went to the herd in the evening. Sunday school. The 
Ofrwin came in. 

OctolxM* i\: Cloudy, with strong north wind. Some coal was carried 
up from the beach. The Centennial and C(/ririn went out at 5.30 
a. m. Kozetuk and Ehrlook went to T(»ller in the forenoon. 

October 7: Light northeast wind, cloudy, with drizzling niin in the 
afternoon. WochI cut. Some tomcod cuught. 

October 8: Cloudy, with light east to southciist wind. Neeluk and 
Kozetuk went to Teller in the morning with Xavier. A lx)at })assed 
up on the way to the cape. A letter received from Mr. H. Lee, Cape 
Prince of Wales. 

October 5>: Cloudy, strong southeast wind. Brevig and Kozetuk 
went to the herd in the morning, and came Imck again at 2 p. m. 
Sckcoglook came in with them. Three deer had died. One Iwlong- 
ing to th(* (Jovernment and two l>elonging to Ablikak. 

()ctolH»r 10: C'loudy, with a gale from south-southeast to south all 
niglit and day. A steam schooner anchored in lc»e of Cape Riley. A 
small boat passed by toward Point Jackson. Very high surf. 

October 11: Cloudy, with showers. South gale and high surf. 
Two men were in from the lM)at which jwissed yestenlay, now !)eached 
f) miles from station. Sekeoglook engagcnl in fixing sleds. 

()<to!M»r 12: C-loudy, medium strong east wind. Sunday school. 
Brevig and three boys went to Teller in the evening and returned at 
10 p. m. 
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October 13: Cloudy, nearly calui. Mr. and Mrs. Itenson, Walter 
Benson, and Mr. Maynard cauie over from Teller in the forenoon. 
Mrs. Benson remained at the station. The Gu'wln went out. Cox- 
rook came in from the herd in the morning. He and Sekeoglook went 
to the herd at 3 p. m. 

October 14: Cloud}^, strong northeast wind. Irons were put on 
sleds. Mr. Kleinschmidt, Xavier, and Reverend llosack came in at 5 
p. m., and all but Hosack left at G.30 p. m. for Nome in the Diamond 
steamer. The Ahler also called and left at the same time. Serawlook, 
Tautook, and wife were in from the herd. 

October 15: Mr. llosack visited the herd in the forenoon and left 
for Teller at 3 p. m. The Netcshoy anchored off the station at 10 
a. m. and remained all da3\ 

October 10: Cloudy, with gale from north to northwest. Two boat 
loads of wood were brought. The stove pipes on the main building 
were fixed. The N^Ltrt<h(py is watering. 

October 17: Medium strong west wind. Snowing during the night; 
rain and sleet during the day. The Baw came in at noon. Doctor 
Weeks visited the station. Some coal and condemned Government 
supplies were landed. Ole Pulk and two deer dog puppies w^ere taken 
on board to go to St. Lawrence Island. The Newsboy left for Teller 
at 2 p. m. 

October 18: Cloudy and misty. Light variable winds. Stove8 
fixed. . Brevig and two boys went to Teller in the afternoon and 
returned at 9 p. m. 

October 19: Cloudy, with wind changing from west to north. The 
Beay* came in the morning and anchored outside the station. Doctor 
Weeks returned on board. The master-at-arms was on shore. Two 
miners from Cape York stopped overnight in the first cabin. 

October 20: Strong noithwest wind. The Bear is ballasting. Doc- 
tor Weeks, Engineer Sn3'der, and the Japanese steward were on shore 
for a hunt. Sekeoglook is in from the herd. Dunnak and wife went 
to Teller. Coxrook and wife went to herd. The miners went to Tel- 
ler. The coal was carried into the warehouse. Doctor McDonald went 
to York. Neeluk and Kozetuk went out hunting in the afternoon. 

October 21: Cloudy, with ver}' strong southwest wind. Doctor 
Weeks was landed from the Bear, Kozetuk, Dunnak, and Immuklena 
looked for stray deer all day. 

October 22: Cloud}', with a gale from the south. Snow and sleet 
in the afternoon. Harnesses and halters were fixed and made. The 
Bear came in and anchored at 5 p. m. 

October 23: Cloudy, with an easterly gide in the afternoon. The 
Bear took on a little water, and went under Cape Riley again at 3 p. ni. 
Doctor Weeks called on board and rt^turned on shore again. Sekeog- 
look and Ahmukdoolik are in from the herd. 



INTRODUCTION OF DOMESTIC REINDEER INTO ALASKA. 119 

Octoljcr 24: ('loudy, variable winds. Blowing a gale unusually 
strong (luring the night; very high surf. The Jirar took on some 
ballast. Neeluk and Iimnuklena went out hunting in the morning. 
Kozetuk and Zoatook went to the herd for sled deer. Amukdoolik 
also went to the herd. 

Oeto))er 25: Cloud}', with light northwest wind. Brevig lx)arded 
the Bear in the morning. Five sled deer were brought in, and Doctor 
Weeks and the chief engineer enjoyed a ride. The chief took dinner 
on shore. Sekeoglook came in with those sleds. The Corivin came 
in and took on some ballast. The Carwhi coaled from the Bear, 

Octolwr 26: Partly overciist: medium northeast wind. The Coririn 
coaled and the Benr ballasted. Butesuk, one of the orphans, died at 
10 a. m. Doctor Weeks went on board and staged until 4 p. m. Dun- 
nak and Nunasarlook, with wives, came in from Teller, reporting an 
old native woman dead. Sekeoglook and Dunnak, with families, went 
to the herd. 

October 27: Cloudy; strong north wind. The BednxnA Conain bal- 
lasted and wati^red ship. Doctor Weeks went on })oard and returned 
at 4.30 p. m. Butesuk was l)uried in the afternoon. Kozetuk and 
Zaotook went to the lu^rd for a deer and brought the wrong one. 

October 28: (lale from northwest; cloudy, with snow flurries. 
Wood was hauled. Mr. Kickmeyer arrived from York at 1 p. m., 
crippled with rheumatism; went on board th(» Connn, 

Octo])er 2!>: Parth' overcast; northwest wind, medium strong. 
Wood hauled. lioth ships taking on wat(»r. Some tomcod sold to the 
C(trtr!n, Neeluk and Kozetuk went to the hc»rd and did not return. 

October 80: Partly overcast, light north wind. The Corwhi went 
in to Teller early in the morning. The Bear finished watering at 
Wixm. Nunasarlook, Dunnak, Coxrook, Ahmukdoolik, Kozetuk, and 
Ne(»luk came in from the herd with four d(»er and a <'arcass. Neeluk 
and Imnuiklena went to Teller in the afteriuxm. A little Kings Island 
girl left us with some relatives at noon. Some of the lirars crew 
were on shore fishing. Dunnak and Nunasjirlook, Ahmukdoolik, Cox- 
rook, and Tautook went to the herd in the evening. 

October »Si: Cloudy; light southeast wind. Conrln went out at 
noon. Tautook came in from the herd, and Zoolook and Kozetuk 
went to the h(*rd to help move tlie camp. Neeluk and Immuklena 
came home from Teller at n(H>n. Mrs. Brevig was sick all day. 

Novem])er 1: Partiv overnist; nearlv calm. Lieutenant Mead was 
on the shore in the morning. The Hear went over to Point Sjwncer 
in the morning to tiike on some Kings Island {people; returned at 3 
p. m., and took Doctor We(»ks on iMwrd. The (^ttrinJn is anchored at 
Point SiKiuccr. The native girl is i*e|)orted dead from exposure. All 
well. 
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N<)vemlM*r 2: Cloudy; stronj:^ oa.st wind. Mr. Benson camo over 
from Teller at noon. 

November ,S: Cloudy; with strong east wind. Koxetuk, Ehrmuk, 
and Zoolook eame in from the herd. The camp is now under the 
mountains, 15 miles northwest from station. One of Tautook's sled 
deer broke its leg. Windows fixed for winter. 

Noveml>er4: Cloudy; strong east-southeast wind. Mr. Benson went 
home after dinner. Wood sawed. Elirmak went to the herd. Mrs. 
Brevig is not as well as was expected. 

November 5: Light east wind. Cloudy. Wood sjiwing. Mrs. 
Brevig still low. 

November 6: Cloud}^; snowing until 3 p. m. East wind. Brevig 
and three boys went to Teller in the morning and returned at dark. 

Noveml)er 7: Cloudy. Thawing. Southeast wind. Wood hauled. 
Coxrook and wife were in from the herd. 

Novemlx^r 8: Cloudy.. Southeast wind. Coxrook and party left for 
the herd. Ehrmuk and Tautook came in from the herd. A boat load 
of wood was brought. 

November 9: Clear; strong southeast wind. 

Novemljer 10: Clear; east wind. Neeluk and Kozetuk went to Tel- 
ler with Mrs. Benson in the afternoon and returned at p. m. Nuna- 
sarlook and wife were in from the herd. 

Noveml)erll: Cloudv. Nunasarlook and wife w^ent to Brooblot*k 
(Dunnak's father) in the morning. Wood piled. 

November 12: Cloudy; snow flurries in the morning. Kozetuk 
went hunting in the morning; missed the birds but found 12 deer. 
Neeluk is tixing gun. 

November 18: Clear; culm until evening, when a strong northeast 
wind sprung up. Kozetuk, Zoolook, Innnuklena, Elayoke, and Ah- 
gookook left early in the morning to !)ring the l!i deer to the herd. 
Some tomcod caught. 

NavemlHM- 14: CJlear; a gale from the north. Sekeoglook, Ahmuk- 
doolik and others returned from the herd with the carcass of a female 
deer which ])roke its l(»g on the ice. 

Novem])er 15: Clear; medium north -north east wind. Slush ico 
formed on the bav. A native sled came* in from Marvs Igloo. 

Novem}>er h): Clear and calm; a thin hiyor of ice covering the bay. 
Sundav school. 

November 17: Partly overcast. Brevig, Neeluk, and Innnaklena 
went to T(»llcr in the morning and stopped over night. 

Novem])er IS: Cloudy. Tautook and wife cami* into Teller, and 
Tautook shot a dog that attacked his sled d(»er. Dunnak was also in. 
Brevig, etc., returned at 8 p. m. 

November 10: CHenr; <*()ld; strong north-northeast wind. Tautook 
left for the herd. 



INTRODUCTION OF DOMESTIC REINDEER INTO ALASKA. 121 

Nov(MiilH»r 20: C-loudy; -S , caliii. Nunasiirlook and Siinc(oo came 
ill from Tooksook. 

November 21: Clear; nearly ealin. Nuaasarlook aiul Sun^oo left 
for home in the morning. Mr. Ilosack arrived at "2 p. m. and left 
agiiin at 4 p. m. Kozetuk and Ehrnak were in from the herd. 

November 2'2: Clear; light north-northea.st wind. Serawlook was 
in fnmi the herd and left again with provisions. 

November 23: Clear and calm; — 12\ Siindav school. Dunnak 
came in from the herd in the evening. 

November 24: Clear; calm; cold. Dnnnak and wife went to his 
father. Water hauled for the lirst time tliis s(»a.son from the spring a 
half mile ])ack of station. 

November 2r>: Cloudy; calm. Dunnak return<»d from visiting his 
father. Stovepipes fixed. 

November 2i\: Clear and calm. Dumiak and Bnnig went to Teller 
in the morning and n^turned in the livening. Serawlook was in from 
the herd, reporting one male killed fighting. 

November 27: Clear and <'alm. The fiag was raised. Dunnak went 
to the lu'rd at 10 ji. m. Mr. ^lalonv from Nook was in after medicine. 

NovembtM* 2S: Clear, with gusts <»f wind. Coxrook was in from 
the herd. 

Novem])er 2!>: Clear; calm; cold, (juite. 

Novem])er 30: Clear; cold; —Is . Light (»ast wind. Simday 
school. 

D(M*ember I: Cloudy, with light east wind; sonn^ snow during the 
night. Mr. Benson visited the statiim. 

DeeemlH»r 2: Cloudy; — 2o . East wind. Tautook, Sekeoglook, 
and (^/oxrook wen* in from tlu* herd. The herd will move in two 
davs. 

December 3: Cloudy, with a gale from the south-southeast. Koze- 
tuk, Sekeogh)ok, Ehrnak, Coxrook, Ahberina, and Ikhneeknuk came 
in at 7 )>. m. 

DecemlM'r 4: Clear; strong south wind. Tautook, SeniwhMik, and 
Dunnak arrived at noon. 

December 5: Cloudy; southwest wind. Hrevig, Dagny, Tautook, 
Serawlook, Lucy Owoodluk, and Isaksrook went to Teller in the 
morning and returned at 4 p. m. The luM'd and herders, with the 
exce])tion of Tautook and Duiniak, with families, left for the winter 
camj). Ahbrina will n»main at the station to sew. 

D(M*ember t'n Cloud v; south wind; snow and sleet. Herders left for 
camp. Sahg:din, a lo-y(»ar-old Im)v, was receivt^l at tin* home. His 
two sisters an<l bi-other were hon* !)efore. 

December 7: Cloud v; east gsile continued. Ahnmkdoolik was in 
from camp. Snow and niin djiring the night. 

December S: South-«outheast wind, very strong. Snow and sleet. 
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December !♦: Snowiiiji^ until 4 p. in. Calm until 4 p. m., when a 
northwest wind sprang up. 

Dccem))er 10: Clou(l>', with a gale from north-northeast. Beetuk 
went to Teller with mail in the afternoon. 

Deceml^erll: Clouch% with a gale from north-northeast. At 0.30 
p. m. Nils Klemetson, Per Sara, and Nelleruk came in from Unalakleet 
to remove the Governmentdeer to Golof nin Ba}- and Unalakleet. Tau- 
took will go with his herd to Golof nin Bay. 

December 12: Clear. Blizzard from the north. Nils provisioned 
for the return trip. Kozetuk and Ahmukdoolik came in from the 
herd, now in winter quartei*s. 

Deceml)er 13: Cloudy. North wind. Blizzard. Nils et al. went to 
the herd at noon. 

December 14: Cloudy. Northwest wind. Blizzard. Sundav school. 

Decemlxu- 15: Clear, cold. Blizzard from the north continued. 
Brevig shirted for the herd at 11a. m. A blizzard hindered us from 
crossing the mountains. AVe aimped on Igloo Creek. 

December \(\: Cloudy, very cold. Camp was made on the Ahgeeo- 
puk at 5 p. m. The prepamtory work for dividing the herd had not 
been done as ordered, and it was done in the moonlight. 

December 17: Clear, calm, bright day, very cold; 139 deer were 
lassoed and separated from the main herd. 

December 18: Clear, ciilm, cold; 13(> deer were separated from the 
main herd; 275 in all belonging to Tautook and the Government. 

December 19: Cloudy, calm. At 9.30 Brevig, Kozetuk, and Sekeog- 
look left the herd for the station, and reached the divide above Igloo 
Creek at 3 p. m., but thick weather and darkness led the guide astray, 
and a good part of the evening was spent traveling among the hills 
until camp was tinally pitched on a snow bank; the outfit was one 
sleeping bag for the three, no Umt and no stove. 

December 20: (Cloudy, caIui; snowing in the afternoon. Brevig and 
party arrived at 7 a. m. Left snow bank at 3 a. m. 

December 21: Cloudy; east wind, with a little snow. Mr. Hanson 
and Ubanks passed from York to Teller. Mrs. Brevig went to Teller 
in the morning and came home at p. m. 

December 22: Gale, with sleet from south all night and day. Seke- 
oglook and Kozetuk went to herd in the morning. Baking and fussing 
for Christmas. 

December 23: Cloud}*, with light west wind. Hanson and partner 
passed toward York at 10 a. m. Brevig and Neetuk, Zoolook and 
Ahgookook went to Teller and returned. Coxrook came in from the 
herd. 

December 24: Clear and calm. Christmas festivities in the evening. 
Dunnak and Serawlook came in to celebrate. One strange native 
present. 
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Deceiii])er 25: C'loudy, cold; —20 . Graines played. 

Decein}K*r 26: C./lear, stronjif northwest wind; — 25' . Drifting 8now. 
Festivities continued. 

December 27: Clear, cold; —23'^. Blizzard from north continued. 

December 28: Clear, cold; —27'^. Blizzard from the north. Sun- 
day school. 

I)eceml>er 29: Cloudy, cold; — 20 ■. Frozen cheeks the order of 
the dav. Blizzard from the north. 

ft 

December 30: Cloudy; medium strong north wind; —21*^. The 
herders left for camp. 

December 31: Cle^r, calm, cold; —31^. Two sleds jmssed on to 
Teller and one stopped at station. 

January 1, 1903: Clear, calm, cold; —34'^. Service in the forenoon. 
Rev. and Mrs. Brevig's Imbe, })orn November 1, 1902, was ]>aptized — 
Alfred Otis. In the evening Kozetuk and Sckeoglook came in with 
six deer at lo p. m. 

Januar}' 2: Clear and cold; — 30 '. Brevig and Kozetuk went to 
Teller and brought !)a(»k Mrs. Price, Mrs. Elsworth, and Mr. Hosack 
in the evening. 

January 3: Clear, calm, cold; —34-. Visitors from Teller taken 
homo in the aft(»rnoon. Immuklena !)rought his wife from Nook; 
Dunnak's !k>v came in from tin* h(»rd. 

January 4: Clear, cold, calm; —33'. Sunday school. A sled passed 
each wav. 

Janiuiry 5: Clear, «ilm, cold; —33". Kozetuk, Sckeoglook and 
Dunnak's ])oy left for the herd in the morning. 

January 0: C-h^ar, calm, cold; —32-. 

January 7: Clear, calm, cold; — 32 ■. 

Jamiary 8: Clear, calm, cold; — 32\ 

January 9: Clear, wind in gusts. Mrs. Brevig, Dagny, and Koze- 
tuk went to Teller in the morning and returned at j). in. 

January 10: C'loudy, strong north wind, drifting some. Kozetuk 
went to the cjunp in the morning. 

Jamiary 11: A gale from north; snowing a little. Sunday s<»hool. 

January 12: Continued north gale. Blizzard. Doors and windows 
blockaded with snow. 

January 13: Mild, a fiirious gjile during tho night. The house is 
entirely cover(Hl with snow, roof and all. A tuimel was made to the 
door. 

ffanuary 14: (!lear, calm, snow shoveling and other clearing-up 
work done after the storm. 

Januarv 15: ('loudv, calm. 

Januarv 10: Clear, calm, cold; niee day. 

Januarv 17: Clear, calm, cold. 

January 18: Clear, calm, cold. Sunday school. 
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January 1J>: Clear, cold, calm; — 23 . Immuklena and wife went to 
Teller in the morning and returned at night. 

January 20: Clear, calm, cold. Kozetuk and Dunnak's boy arrived 
from the herd in the mornmg. At noon Mr. Lee arrived from the 
cape with eight deer and four carcasses on the way to Nome. Okbaok 
was with him. Brevig went with them to Teller. 

January 21: Cle^r, cold, calm; —38°. Brevigand Mr. Price returned 
from Teller at 4 p. m. Mr. Price brought his graphophone and 
entertained the children and others. 

January 22: Clear, cold, calm; —38°. Mr. Price went to Teller in 
the afternoon. 

January 23: Clear, cold, calm; —36°. Kozetuk and partner went 
to herd in the morning. 

January 24: Clear, cold, with a light east wind; —36°. 

January 25: Cloudy, southeast wind in the afternoon; growing 
milder. Sunday school. 

January 26: Cloudy, with a gale from south, drifting badly; —36^ 
to +18°. 

January 27: Cloudy, light south wind. Sekeoglook came in from 
camp in the evening. 

January 28: Cloudy, calm, a light fall of snow. Sekeoglook went 
to the herd at 11 a. m. Coxrook and wife came in from the herd. 

January 29: Cloudy, calm, light snow in morning, clear and cold in 
the afternoon. 

January 30: Clear, cold, calm; —38°. Okbaok and party returned 
from Nome at 5 p. m. Mr. Lee wMll come later. 

January 31 : Clear, strong northeast wind. Okbaok and party left 
for home in the morning; —35°. 

February 1: Clear, cold; — 27°. Northeast wind. Sunday school. 

February 2: Clear, cold, strong north-northeast wind; —25°. 

Febniary 3: Clear, strong southeast wind in the afternoon, growing 
milder; —33°. Thelma is sick. 

February 4: Cloudy, with a furious gale from northeast; —27^. 
Thelma is a little better. 

February 5: Cloudy, with a furious gale from northeast; —36^. 
The minimum registered —52' in the morning, but, as it was set at 
15° and set again at 36° in the morning, there must have been some 
mistake. Lamps have been l)urning since yesteixia}^ morning. The 
boys c*ould not reac*h the spring. Entirely blockaded. 

February 6: Cloudy, calm; — 20 ; snow shoveling. Kozetuk and 
Duimak's bov came in from the herd. 

February 7: Kozetuk and party went to herd in the morning. Nee- 
luk and Zool<x)k went to Teller and returned in the evening with some 
outside mail. 
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February 8: Clear, with a blizzard from the north. Sunday school. 
At 6 p. m. Mr. Lee and Mr. Meyer arrived; —33^. 

February 9: Clear and calm. Mr. Lee and Mr. Meyer left for the 
cape in the morning; —36°. 

February 10: Clear, calm, cold; —38°. 

February 11: Hazy, cold, —31°; a strong east wind all day. Mr. 
Christenson from York passed by at noon. Nuna^jarlook came in for 
provisions. 

February 12: Storm continued. Nunasarlook stayed over on ac- 
count of the storm. Nookoolina came in. 

February 13: Mild, snowing, variable winds. Serawlook and wife 
came in from the herd at 1 p. m. with the carcass of a deer. 
Sckeoglook was reported drunk, and had procured the whisky from 
a white man. Nunasarlook and Nookoolina left in the morning. 

February 14: Cloudy, calm. Sunday school. 

February 15: Cloudy, calm, mild. 

February 16: Cloudy, with a strong northeast wind, snowing and 
drifting badly. Serawlook and wife left for herd in the morning. 

February 17: Cloudy, snow, a gale from the north. Sekeoglook 
in from the herd. 

Febniar}^ 18: Storming from the north. Sekeoglook left for the 
herd in the morning. At noon Reverend Hosack came in from Teller in 
company with Mr. Leonhauser. Left again at 2 p. m. Miss Juneau 
Shepherd came with them. 

February 19: Cloud}^ calm. Blockade partly raised. 

Fo!)ruary 20: Brcvig and six boys went to Teller in the morning. 
Brevig stopped over night. A verj^ hard storm during the night. 
Cloudy, with variable winds. 

Fe})ruar3' 21: Cloudy, with snow and storms from ea«t to southwest. 
Brevig could not return on that account. Tautook, Ehmuk, and a 
native arrived from Golofnin Bay, and Dunnak's boy from the herd. 

Fo!)ruary 22: Cloudy, snowing, variable winds. Brevig and Ben- 
sons returned at noon from Teller. Sunday school. 

February 23: Light variable winds. Cloudy and mild. Ehmuk 
and Dunnak's boy left for the herd in the morning. Tautook and 
party left for (jolofnin liay at noon. 

F(»!)ruary 24: Northeast wind, cloudy. Mrs. Brevig and Neeluk 
left for Teller with Mr. Itenson's dogs in the forenoon. 

Fe!)ruary 25: Foggy in the forenoon, calm, clear; southeast wind 
began at 5 p. m. Mrs. Brevig arrived at noon. Mr. and Mrs. Iten- 
son left at 1 p. m. Mr. Lee and Mr. Kognon arrived from the cajxi 
at 2 p. m. with three natives and seven deer. Left deer and natives 
here, and proceeded to Teller at 4 p. m. 

Febniary 26: Strong southeast to south wind; snowing and drifting. 
The cape boys and four boys from the station went to Teller in the 
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nioriiin|jf with tlio carcas.s(»s Mr. I^^e brought, returning at 8 p. ni. 
Mr. 1j(h> and Mr. Kognon i*amo in at 5 p. ni. witli Mr. McNeal. All 
stopped over night. 

February 27: Clear, calm. Mr. McNeal left at 9 a. ra. Mr. Shel- 
don, from Lanes Landing, passed the station at 9 a. m. Mr. Lee and 
party left at 10.80 a. m. 

February 28: Cloud}", strong southeast wind and snow in the evening. 

March 1: Cloud}^ with a gale from south; snowing and thawing. 
Sunda}^ school. Kunmiunksenna came in from wood choppers' cabin. 

March 2: Cloudy. At times a gale from the south. Kummunk- 
senna left for home in the morning. Neeluk and Ablikak went to 
look after the two deer in the afternoon. 

March 3: Clear, ca-lm; fine day. Wood was brought into the ware- 
house and doors and windows opened. At 7 p. m. Kozetuk and 
Ehrnuk came in from the herd reporting a female dead, belonging to 
Ablikak. 

Mapch 4: Cloudy, mild, calm. Kozetuk and Ehrnuk left for the 
herd at noon. Neeluk and Aggookook looked after Mr. Lee's deer 
and returned at midnight. 

March 5: Cloudy, colder; — 10"^. Immuklena went to Teller for 
mail, but got none; the mail is expected in two days. 

March 0: Cloudy, calm; light south wind in the evening. Neeluk 
and Elayoke went to look after Mr. Lee's deer in the afternoon. 
Wood wiis brought into the big storeroom. 

March 7: Cloudy, southeast wind. 

March 8: Cloudy, partly overcast, mild. Brevig went to Teller in 
the morning and preached in the evening. 

March 9: Cloudy in the afternoon. Light south wind, clear and 
calm in th(5 morning. Mr. McNeal brought Brevig home in the after- 
noon. Dunnak and wife, Coxrook, and Sekeoglook came in from the 
herd in the evening. 

March 10. Cloudy, a !)lizzard from south to southwest, a very heavy 
snowfall in the evening. Brevig, Dunmik, Sekeoglook, Coxrook, and 
Zoolook went to Teller in the morning. On my complaint, Sekeoglook 
was conunitted to jail for thirty days for lx»ing drunk and disorderly, 
and Ahtkitetoouk wius committed for two months for being drunk and 
disorderly and furnishing Sekeoglook with whisky. Testimony was 
also adduced implicjiting a white man, and I swore out a complaint 
against him for selling and giving whisky to the natives. Returned 
at 5 p. m. 

March 11: Cloud}', with a gale from southwest; thawing. Dunnak 
and wife and Coxrook left for the herd at noon. 

March 12: Gale continued from southwest. Two sleds from Topkok 
stopped over on account of storm. 
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March 13: The storm ceased durinj^ the night, the wind changed to 
north and it cleared up. Drifting some from the north. The Topkok 
sleds left for home in the morning. 

March 14: Cloudy with a gale from the northeast. Neeluk and 
Immuklena went to move Mr. Lee's deer. 

March 15: Clear, calm, cold. Kozeluk, Ehrnak, Dunnak and boy 
came in from the herd, having been out in the storm all day yesterday 
and night. Sunday school. Mrs. Brevig is suffering with a severe 
toothache. 

March 16: Cloudy, with a gale from the east. Brevig, Ehrnal, and 
Dunnak's boy went to Teller in the morning and returned at 5 p. m. 

March 17: Cloudy, snowing during the night, a gale during the day. 
Lee's deer were moved to new pasture ground. 

March 18: Cloudy, north-northeast gale for twenty-four hours. 
Entirely snowed in. 

March 11): Clear, cold, light northeast wind. Jn the evening »Iudge 
Himton and Mr. Wintield called at the station. Brevig was sum- 
moned as the complaining witness against Mr. Shelton. Two domestic 
letters were received. 

March 20: Brevig, Zoolook, Immuklena, Ablikak, and Isunituk went 
to Teller. Mr. Shelton was found guilty by jury trial and committed 
for five months. Mi's. Bernardi and Ok])oak came in at 7 p. m. Mr. 
Brevig and Winfield returned at 8 p. m. Clear, calm, cold; — 27^. 

March 21: Clear and light south wind. Mr. Winfield and Mrs. 
Bernardi left for Teller in the morning. Thomas Elayoke and Okbaok 
left in the afternoon. Ela^'oke and Inmiuklena went to look after 
Mr. Ijce's deer in the forenoon and returned at 8 p. m. 

March 22: A gale from south-southwest, snowing and drifting badly. 
Sundav school. 

March 23: The gale and snowstorm from south-southwest continued 
all day. The shovels were kept busy all day. 

March 24: Gale continued and changed to northwest at (j p. m. 
Blockaded. 

March 25: Cloudy. Light north-northeast wind. The* C'aiK*, sleds all 
l(»ft for homo. 

March 2*>: Clearing up toward evening, but the gale contiimed and 
drifted badlv. 

March 27: Clear, cold. The two Cape boys that came down for Mr. 
Lee's d(»er some days ago left for home, minus sleds and deer. Seraw- 
look and Kozetuk came jn with two carcass(*s. 

March 28: Cloudy. Snowstonn from southeast to southwest, blow- 
ing a gjih» during the night. 

March 25>: Clear, cold; — 2*> . Sun<lav school. 

March W: Clear, calnu cold. Seniwlook and Ahgool(K)k went to 
t\w herd in the morning. Brevig and Kozetuk went to Teller in the 
morning and returned in the evening. 



128 INTRODUCTION OF DOMESTIC REINDEER INTO ALASKA. 

March 31: A northeast ^le. 

April 1: Clear and mild. Ehrnak came in from the herd. 

April 2: Clear, calm. Ehrnak went to wood-chopper's cabin and 
returned. 

April 3: Cloudy and snowing. Mr. Lee and Mrs. Lee came in at 
11 a. m. Several men called. Mr. Corliss from Gold Run was in 
looking for his brother, who, in a demented state, had wandered off 
just before a storm set in. Many natives passed by. Kozetuk and 
Ehrnak left for the herd in the afternoon. 

April 4: Cloudy and drifting; southwest to northwest wind very 
strong. Brevig and Lee went to Teller in the morning and returned 
at <) p. m. 

April 5: Clear, northeast gale. Soquina left for home early in the 
morning. Sunday school. Mrs. Brevig and the Lees left for Teller 
in the afternoon. Mr. Lee will talk on the Greenland Eskimos in the 
evening. 

April 0: Clear until 5 p. m.; hazy. Frank Zaremba and Russian 
Mike passed by toward California Creek in the forenoon, Mrs. Bre- 
vig returned from Teller at 5 p. m. 

April 7: Clear, calm, snow shoveling. Mr. and Mrs. Lee, Mr. 
Knowles, and Mr. Luther came in in the evening. Mr. Knowles and 
Luther went back to Teller at 8 p. m. 

April 8: Cloudy. Snowing in the afternoon. At 4 p. m. two Cape 
herders came in with five carcasses to sell in Teller. Sekeaglook 
came in at 5 p. m. 

April 9: Cloudy, with a howling blizzard from the north all day. 
Frank Zaremba and Mike came in from the creek at 6 p. m. nearly 
exhausted and frostbitten from battling with the storm. Their tent 
blew down and they had to pull out for the station, 14 or 15 mile8 
away. 

April 10: Clear, calm. Mr. Lee went to Teller with the deer meat. 
Serawlook, Kozetuk, and Dunnak's boy came in at 4 p. m. Zaremba 
left for his camp in the morning. 

April 11 : Clear and calm, — 15^. Mr. and Mrs. Lee left at 9 a. nu, 
Kozetuk taking them with deer to wood-chopi)ers' cabin. The two 
boys left for the Cape herd across the mountains at the same time Mr. 
Lee did. Serawlook, Dunnak's lK)y Sekeoglook, and Elayoke left for 
the herd at 11 a. m. Zaremba went to Teller at 2 p. ni. Kozetuk 
returned at 6 p. m. 

April 12: Clear, with light cjist wind; — ll'^. Sunday sc^hool. 

April 13: Clear, east wind. Kozetuk, Inmuiklina, and wife went to 
the herd, Aimabuck went with them. Fihrnak came in at 6 p. m. 
Miss Benson came over in the forenoon to sta}' a few days. Mr. 
Luther came after flour. 
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April 14: Cloud}', a northeast ^Ic blowing all night. Drifting and 
snowing. P^hrnak went to herd in the morning. 

April 15: Cle^r, a gale from north, drifting Imd. Kozotuk came in 
from herd with six deer and one carcaas. Annabuek came with him. 

April U): Clear and calm. Kozetuk, Lucy, Ahwoodluk, Gubbe- 
muk, Ag pahs ook, Irrahlook, Esanetuk, Cocklik, and Sahgahu went 
to Teller in the morning and returned in the evening. 

April 17: Cloudy, light northeast wind: — 8 \ Two Cape sleds 
passed in to Teller. Kozetuk went to the herd. Dagny's seventh 
birthdav was celebrated. 

April 18: Clear and hazy. Mr. Rognon, en route for Teller, passed 
the station. Mr. Wintield and Miss lienson left for Teller at 7 p. m. 
Light northeast wind. 

April 1J>: Clear, calm. Sunday school. 

April 20: Clear and calm. Ehrnak, Coxrook, and Ahbrina came in 
from the herd; 10 fawns reported l)orn. Two females died in fawning. 

April 21: Clear, strong north-northeust wind. At <> p. m. Mrs. 
Bernardi, Mr. Rognon, and Mr. Armstrong came to the station, stop- 
ping until morning, en route to Ca|w Prince of Wales. Frank Zaremba 
pjissed out to the creek at noon; —14"". 

April 22: Clear, blowing in gusts. Ehrnak Coxrook and wife went 
to Teller in the morning. Brevig went with them and returned in the 
evening; the rest went to the herd. The travelers left in the morning. 

April 23: Clear, light northeast wind. Snow shoveling. 

April 24: Ijight northeast wind. Roof cle^ired from snow. Clear. 

April 25: (Uear, light e4ist wind. Mr. Wintield, Walter and Ethel 
Benson passed b}' en route to Cape Prince of Wales at 2 p. m. Sekeog- 
look, Serawlook, Kozetuk, and Dunnak's \x)\ came in from the herd 
with 12 deer. 

April 26: Clear, calm. Mr. Price, United States Marshal Evans, 
and Mr. Iiirchl>erg came over at 8 ]). m. to go to Cape Prince of 
Wales in the morning. 

April 27: A l)eautiful day. Mr. Brevig and jmrty with eight deer 
started at 6 a. m., eight ]K»rsons going — Kozetuk, Sekeogl(H)k, l>agny, 
and Ablikak. 

April 28: Clear, mild. Light south wind. The big storeroom and 
cabins cleared of snow gathered during the winter. 

April 21): Another tine day, calm and mild. 

April 30: I^autiful weather. Dunnak came in from the herd w^th 
his family and will stay with his family until Brevig comes Imck. 
Zoolook and Esjinituk wen* sent to Teller to verifv nmior of a white 
man's death very suddenly at 3 a. m. yesterday morning from an 
obstruction in the int^'stines. % 

May 1: Clear, cjilm, thawing. 
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^ay 2: Clear, culm. Fredrik I^nson and Ivan from Golofnin Bay 
arrived in the evening. 

Ma}' 3: Clear, })right, C4ilm. Brevig and part}' returned at 1 a. m., 
having been thirty-one hours on the way from the cape here. Brevig 
brought three orphans, two boys, and one girl, a])out 13 ye^irs of age, 
who had >>een forced into marriage with a ])ig slouchy man. She 
asked to come to the home as a protection. Adloat, Mr. Lee's inter- 
preter, came along on a visit. Mr. Herchberg concluded to stay at 
the cape. Mr. Evans and Mr. Price left for Teller at 2 a. m. Fred- 
rik, Ivan, and Adloat each addressed the natives; three services held. 
Fredrik and party left at \) p. m. One boy arrived. 

May 4: Cle^r, bright, + 44"^. Adloat walked to Teller in the 
morning and returned in the evening. Dunnak and family, Kozetuk, 
Immuklina, Ablikak, Ehrnak, and Sekeoglook left for the heixi in the 
morning. 

May 5: Clear, strong northeast wind in the evening. Brevig and 
Adloat went to Teller in the morning, and returned in the evening 
accompanied !)y Reverend Hosack. Adloat had service in Teller at 
4 p. m. for the natives. Mr. Winfield, Mr. and Miss Benson, and Mr. 
Rognon passed by from Cape Prince of Wales. Rognon brought an 
orphan. 

May fi: Clear, strong northeast wind. Lucy's birthday. Mr. Win- 
field called. 

; May 7: Clear, strong northeast wind. Mrs. Brevig went to Teller 
in the morning and returned in the evening. Serawlook, Eloyoke, and 
Ahgookook came in from the herd, reporting 178 fawns. 

May 8: Clear, strong north-northeast wind. Adloat, Neeluk, Zoo- 
look, and Esanituk went to Teller at noon and returned at 9.30, 
Adloat held service at 4 p. m. Mr. Rognon and Mr. Winfield came 
over in evening. Ogeelesook and partner stopped. 

May 9: Clear, strong north-northeast w^ind. Mr. Rognon and 
Adloat left for honie in the morning. Brevig, Winfield, and the two 
native boys left for Teller in the morning. Brevig swore out a com- 
plaint against Okkuk for shooting a deer during the fall. Kozetuk 
was in from the herd, reporting Tautook also at the herd. 

May 10: Clear, strong north-northeast wind. Sunday school. 

May 1 1 : (.lear, strong northeast wind. Brevig and Leonora went to 
T(41er in the morning to attend the case. Okkuk pleaded guilty, 
admitting having killed four deer, and also gave testimony against five 
more natives having shot eight deer. A warrant was issued against 
them. Leonora also visited Teller. Ablikak and Ehrnak were in from 
the herd. Three of the warnuits were served, and all pleaded guilty, 
R(4urned at 9 p. m. 

May 12: Clear, strong northwest wind. Ablikak and Ehrnak went 
to the herd in the afternoon. 
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May 18: Clear, light northwest wind. Sand wjis hauled around the 
station. 

Ma}' 14: Clear, light northwest wind. Gale during the night. Tau- 
took, wife, and brother-in-law came in from the herd at noon; also 
Serawlook and Ahberina, Winfield, and (Tehrman passed by with a 
boat. 

Ma}' 15: Clear, strong north wind, with light mist at times. Tau- 
took and family left for home ])y way of Teller at noon. Seniwlook 
and Ahberina left for the herd at the same time. A Topkok native, 
who came down for medicine for a sick child, left for homo in the 
morning. Sand was hauled around the house. 

May KJ: Cloudy, strong northeast wind, with snow flurries; a gale 
during the night. Dunnak's father and brother visited the station in 
the afternoon. Dagny and Neeluk went with them on a return visit. 

May 17: Partly overcast; medium northejist wind. Several natives 
went out on the spit. Sunday school. 

May 18: Clear, strong northeast wind. Soijuinacame in from Top- 
kok. Mr. Estabrook and Mr. Bakhus passed ])v on the way to Cape 
Prince of Wales in the afternoon. 

May lU: Clear until evening. At (\ p. m. Mr. Hcrch!)crg and Mr. 
McNeal came in from the ca^K'. Koneeh^ck, Mr. I^t'c'sgirl, came with 
them on a visit. Kozetuk and Dunnakcame in fnmi the herd now on 
Bav Creek. 

May 20: C'lear, strong north wind. Neeluk went (o thi^ herd in the 
morning and brought in Hve deer. Kozetuk brought in six deer and 
with Zoolook went after wo<k1 with ten sleds at In p. m. Coxrook 
can)e in from the herd. 

May 21: Clear, strong northeast wind. Kight h)ads of wckmI were 
brought, and the boys inunediately left for more. At 1 p. m. Duu- 
nak and Ogeelesook came in with seven deer and took Lucy and all 
the children on a visit to the herd, returning at 1> p. m. 

May 22: Clear, light northeast wind. Ten big loads of wo<k1 were 
brought in at 1> a. m. Neeluk was entirely snow-blind. Kozetuk, 
Mrs. Brevig, Konaluk, and Ahblomhiook went to Teller at 11 a. m. 
and returned at 7 p. m. Some letters from the outside brought by 
Mr. Bartell came in. Seeki was arrested vi^sterdav. Dunnak was in 
from the herd. 

May 23: Clear, light northejist wind, strong in the evening. Brevig 
and Kozetuk went to the henl in th(» morning and returned in the even- 
ing. Serawl(H)k, Immuklina and wife, Ehrnak, Al)likak, Ahgoosook, 
and Elayoke also came in for provisions and w<mm1. The three Iwys 
stopjx^d until Monday. Mr. McNeal and Konuleek Mt for the herd 
in the evening. 

May 24: Clear, strong northwest wind during the night. Light 
during the day. Sunday school. 

8. Doc. 210, 68-2 10 
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May 25: Clear, light north-iiorthoast wind, with snow flumes in the 
forenoon. Sleds were fixed. At <> p. ni. Neeluk, Kozetiik, and 55oo- 
look went after wood with ten deer. Ehrnak brought wood for ciunp. 

May 26: Clear and calm, a little wanner. Ten loads of wood were 
brought in and the hoy^ left for more in the evening. Coxrook and 
Nunasarlook came in from the herd. 

May 27: Cloudy, calm, a light mist from the west. Eight loads of 
wood were brought in. Serawlook and Brevig went to Teller in the 
morning and found Ahblorahlook, who had run away in the night, in 
Ogmahhane's cabin, and by the aid of Judge Stanton was brought 
back. Letters from Mr. Lee. 

May 28: Cloudy, fine day. Mr. Brevig, with all the children except 
Thelma and Alf , went to Teller in the forenoon. Dunnak took them 
there with 10 deer; they returned at 8 p. m. Serawlook left for the 
Cape with Ahblorahlook at 9 p. m. with two deer. Ehrnak was in 
from the heixl. 

May 29: Cloudy, calm. At 8 a. m. Mr. Ilerchberg and McNeal 
and Kozetuk, with three deer and a clog team, went to Ear Mountain to 
prospect for tin. 

May 30: Clear, light north-noitheast wind. Dunnak and family 
went to Point Sjxjncer to hunt seal. Imnuiklina went after wood and on 
his return Neeluk went with him to the herd. 

May 31: Clear, light northeast wind, thawing. Zoolook went to 
the herd in the morning. Sunday school. 

June 1: Calm, foggy. Wood sawed. Coxrook, Ahberina, and 
Etugeeuk were in from the herd. 

June 2: Clear, calm, warm. Thaw ing a little. Ehrnak was in from 
the herd. Wood sawing, cleaning up. 

June 3: Cloudy, light southwest wind with snow flurries. At 6 a. m. 
Serawlook came from the cape reporting Ahblorahlook, now with 
Mr. Lee, having run away in a canoe for two dajs. Serawlook went 
to the herd in the evening. 

June 4: Cloudy, light west wind. Brevig went to Teller in the 
morning and returned at 7 p. m. Wood sawing. 

June 5: Clear, thawing some. Wood sawing, etc. 

June 6: Clear, light east wind. Kozetuk returned from Ear Moun- 
tain, having seen three caribou, lirevig and Kozetuk went hunting 
in the evening and got six birds. 

June 7: Clear, calm, warm in the afternoon. Sunday school. 

June 8: Clear, fine day, with a nortlu^ast gale. In the evening Mar- 
shal Evans, Judge Shelton, and K<»v(Mend Ilosack, Brevig, and Seraw- 
look, with six deer, left for the sandpit foi- a pleasure tri]). Freezing 
during the night. 

June 9: Clear, cold. North-northeast wind strong. 

June 10: Cloudy, some rain during (he evening and night. 
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June 11: Partly overcast. The pleasure party returned at 6 a. m. 
and the visitors left for Teller at 8 a. m. Coxrook and Neeluk were 
in from the herd. 

June 12: Clear until 7 p. m., when a heavy fog set in. Serawlook 
and wife went to the herd and Teller. Coxrook and wife came in to 
work around the station. 

June 13: Clear and calm, foggy in the morning. At 11 a. m. Herch- 
l)erg and McNeal came in from Ear Mountain with good reports. 
Clearing up and sawing wood. 

June 14: Clear, strong north-northeast wind. Sunday school. 
Ablikak and Ahgoosook were in from the herd. 

June 15: Clear, strong north-northeast wind. House cleaning, 
woodcutting, etc. Ehrnak and Nunasarlook were in from the herd 
for provisions. Two native sleds passed by toward Point Spencer. 

June 16: Cloudy, calm, light rain in the afternoon; woodcutting, 
house cleaning, etc. 

JimelT: Foggy, calm; the graves were decorated. House cleaning, 
woodcutting, etc. Nunasarlook, Ehrnak, and Immuklina were in from 
the herd for a boat and flour. 

June 18: Clear, warm, light southeast wind. Elayoke came in from 
the herd in the morning. Woodcutting, Roat fixing. Mr. McNeal, 
Gehrmann, and Kozetuk went to Ear Mountain overland in the evening. 

June llh Clear, warm, sultry. A gale from the north-northeast. A 
small garden planted. The dingey was fixed, and wood carried into 
the warehouse. 

June 20: Clear, calm in the forenoon; strong northea.st wind in the 
afternoon. The ice is opening up along the north shore of the bay. 
Neeluk was in from the herd with sleds and harness, leaving again in 
the afternoon. 

June 21: Clear, strong north-northeast wind. Mr. Herchberg came 
over in the forenoon, and stayed all night. Mr. Miller came down 
from York nearly exhausted. Inking four days on tlu* trip and two days 
without focxl. He slept live hours, and went to Teller in the evening. 

June 22: Clear, strong north-northetust wind. Nunasarlook, Abli- 
kak, and Ehrnak were in from the herd. Dunnak was reported Ijack 
at the herd. 

June 28: Clear, strong noilh-northejist gale. The second story of 
the house was cleaned. Zoolook and Esantuk went to Teller with 
Herchberg, and returned in the evening, reix)rting some herring 
caught. 

June 24: Clear, very strong north -northeast wind. Ikmts fixed and 
painted. A f(»w tomcod were caught. 

June 2."): C-lear, a north-northeast gale. The ice inoved outside the 
sandspit in the afternoon. Clear water as far as Ca|x> Itiley. At i 
p. m. smoke from two steamers was sighted and at 8 p. m. two steam 
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whalers were .sighted. Nectuk cume in from the herd. £hrnak went 
after wood. 

June 26: Clear and calm. Nets were fixed. At 5 p. m. Mr. Claiiz- 
cough and partner passed up toward York with Imiibcr for three 
houses. Mr. Hovick also arrived at the same time, having walked 
from Cape Douglass, leaving his party and boat there. 

Jime 27: Foggy, calm; light drizzle in the afternoon. Nets fixed, 
wood cut, etc. 

June 28: Cloudy, foggy; light west wind. Ice floating with the 
tide around the bay. Mr. Windt came in from Teller. Sunday school. 

June 29: Cloudy, fogg}^; light west wind. The little boy is sick 
from cold. Windt and Zoolook started for the Arctic, overland. 

June 30: Cloudy, foggy; light west wind. Zoolook and Windt 
returned at \) p. m. ; the fog too thick. Accounts summarized. Wood 
cutting and small work around the station. 



a)RRP:>5P()Nl)E>X'E CO^XT.RNIN(T THE ICSTAHLISHMENT OF A NEW 
REINDEER STATION IX THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF WAINWRIGHT 
INLET. 

Department of the Interior, 
Bureau of Education, Alaska Division, 

WaHhhiijhm, I), CI, JVf^tk^m7/er W, 1903. 

My Dear Mk. •Jarvis: As you know, the cutter Thtti^ failed this 
summer to reach Point Barrow on account of the ice; also the supply 
schooner, which was sent up from S. Foster & Co., failed to reach 
that place. Captain Healy had on the Tht'tii< the mail and some coal 
for the Government school; the mail he landed at Point Hope and the 
coal he used up. This experience has strengthened the puipose of 
the office to establish a reindeer station at a point as near Point 
Barrow as possible, and yet which can be reached every year during 
the open season. This station will be helpful as a stopping and supply 
station in the carrying of the winter mail. If such a station had been 
in existence the supplies for the reindeer station, missions, etc., could 
have all been landed and then during the winter transported to Barrow 
by the reindeer. 

I have written both Captains Ilealy and Tuttle, but think that you 
will know better than either of them the best place for such a loca- 
tion. If there are any small native settlenuMits where there is a good 
location, that would l)e an additional advantage. Is there a good place 
along Point Belcher, Wainwright Inlet, or Icy Cape? The winter 
that you went up the (joast, did you iind any villages through that 
section? Kindlv writer me vour vi<»ws with re<nird to the nearest 
station we can get to Point Barrow and then further give me a list 
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of places whore it will be well lo build a hut for establishing relay 
stations for carrying the winter mail between Barrow and Kotzebue 
by way of Point Hope. 

With kind regards to Mrs. Jarvis, I remain, 
Very truly, voiirs, 

Shelix)n Jackson, General Agent. 
Lieut. D. II. Jarvis, R. C. S., 

Sitka^ Alaska, 



San Francisco, Cal., Novemher 25^ 1903. 

My Dear Sir: Yours of 18th instant, in reference to a new station 
to southward of Point Barrow, is just received. In the matter of 
a change of station from Point Barrow to a more southerly point, 
Wainwright Inlet would seem the most available point of landing. 
The matter of finding food for the reindeer in that vicinity must be 
taken into consideration; again, there are very few natives there, and, 
as it is not a fayoi-able point for carr^^ing on whaling, I imagine it 
would be difficult to induce the natiyes to leave Point Iterrow and settle 
at Wainwright Inlet. Before the advent of steam whalers the sailing 
whalers always reached Point Barrow and passed to the eastward, 
returning in the fall; disjisters were occasionally met, as the}' arc else- 
where. When the steam whaler appeared the sailing whaler gradually 
disappeared, imtil at present there are none engaged in wjialing 
lx»yond Point Barrow. 

The fact that so many sailing vessels have reached and returned 
from those high northern latitudes proves it can still l)e accomplished 
by sailing yessels. The failure of the schooner to reach Point liarrow 
this season must ])c unusual, as I am informed by some of the whaling 
captains they had no trouble reaching Point Barrow^; their ice troubles 
were met far to the eastward of that place. 

I find ill looking oyer my diaries the following dates of reaching 
Point Barrow: 18iH», August 13, much ice encountered for nine days 
])(»fore reaching there; 18J*7, August S, much ice for six dji}s before 
reching there; 181^8, July 31; 1J>(K>, August 17; UK)1, August 17; 
11)02, August 8. 

My ex|XM-ience has been that from August 8 to August 20 is the 

most fayonible time to reach Point Barrow. If a yessePs movements 

would bo tim(»d t-o reach there within those dates I see no reason for 

not reaching the station. 

Yours, sincerely, F. Tuttle, 

Captain, li. C\ S. 
Key. SiiKLDON Jackson, 

(r en era/ Af/tnt af Education in Alaska^ 

Wa^/tin(/tonj I). C. 
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Customs Service, 
Office of the Collector, 

Sitka^ AldSlca^ Decemher 3^ 1903. 

My Dear Doctor: 1 have yours of November 20, relative to the 
establishment of a reindeer station at a point as near Point Barrow as 
possible, which can be reached every year during the open season. 

I was very sorry to learn that the Thetis^ and also the supply 
schooner, both failed to reach Point Barrow this year on account of 
the ice, and J know the embarrassment this must cause you and others 
engaged in business there. 

I think your proposed station is a good one, and the three points 
you mention — Point Belcher, Wainwright Inlet, and Icy Cape — should 
be considered. Icy Cape is the farthest south, and I should say there 
would never come a year when vessels could not reach this point at 
least, but for your purpose it is hardly suitable. Landing is made 
upon the narrow sand spit with a wide lagoon separating it from the 
mainland. Moreover, the country back of the mainland is low and 
marshy, and we found comparatively little food for reindeer there- 
abouts. I would not advise Icy Cape. 

Point Belcher is the farthest north of the three, and it is possible 
there may come a year when this place could not be reached with 
safety during the open season, but these years will be rare. The sur- 
rounding country is good for your purpose, reindeer food being the 
best we found north of Cape Beaufort. The country is more rolling 
and altogether better than at Icy Cape. There is a small native settle- 
ment, or at least there was, but it is at so low a state now that it can 
hardly be called permanent. 

Wainwright Inlet is between Icy Cape and Point Belcher, rather 
nearer the latter. It has a large river emptying into it, where fishing 
and hunting are good, and furnishes good means of access to the 
interior countiy. The surrounding country is somewhat similar to 
that of Point Belcher, and I imagine a short distance up the river the 
food for reindeer will be found as good as anywhere in that region, 
for the wild caribou have always been more or less plentiful tliere- 
a]K)uts. There is a considemble native village at Cape Collie, on the 
north side of the inlet, and another smaller one some 10 or 12 miles 
south at Kilimantavie. Altogether, I should say Wainwright Inlet 
would be the most desirable place, although of course the com- 
munication ])otween there and Point Barrow would 1x5 longer. Still, 
for your second purpose — as a relay stiition for carrying mail — I should 
think it was better situated than Point Belcher, the distance being 
about 100 miles. 

The winter I went up the coast I found two native families situated 
at the mouth of tlio Kookpowriik River, several inoreat Kilimantjivie, 
a fair number at Cape Collie and also at Point Belcher. These were 
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all the villages between Point Hope and Point liarrow. The southern 
ones were miserably poor, and I doubt very much if they are in 
existence now. 

With regard to therelay stations for (carrying mail between Kotzebue 
Sound and Point Barrow by way of Point Hope, I do not exactly com- 
preliend your intention. Do 3'ou mean these places for points to 
change your deer, or do you mean them simply as stopping or resting 
places^ If the former, 1 should say that the south of the Kivelow 
River should b(». the first; second, Point Hope. Both these places, you 
will understand, are in good deer country, and where it would be well 
to establish them. From Point Hope the route would most likely go 
by the Koopok across the hills to the coal mine, where there might be 
the third station. The fourth would naturally come midway between 
the coal mine and Wainwright Inlet, but the reindeer food in that 
region is poor, and you would be compelled to place the station too far 
inland to support your deer. I would advise a point somewhere 
between Cape Beaufort and Kookpowruk. These, with Wainwright 
Inlet, should answer 3'our purpose. It would be impossible for you to 
construct huts for the daily stops. Your men might, however, during 
their first trips, build snow houses at convenient places along the route 
easily and with no ox^xinse. 

I will be very nuicli gratified to see deer scattered along that part of 
the coast and the people broken up into smaller communities with 
their d(»er herds. I believe the country will support them and by 
these means can become populated and pros]>erous. 

Trusting you are in good health, and with best wishes from Mrs. 

Jarvis and myself to Mrs. Jackson and yourself, I am. 

Very truly, 3'ours, 

D. H. Jarvis, 

Collector of Ouatoins. 
Dr. Shklikin Ja(^kson, 

/ju/'cifff iff Kihirat}nn^ ^VuHhiHijUm^ I). (\ 



C()KUKSK)NI)KNCE (ONCKUNlNCi TIIK PURCIIASP: OF RPHNDEER IN 

SIBKKIA. 

NoUTII WESTERN COMMERCIAL COMPANY, 

Sattth\ Wa^h,, Norrmhef\ IS, 1902. 

My Dear Sir: Ki^ferring to our conversation at Nome, Alaska, in 
regard to purchase of reindeer on the part of the (lovernment, and 
your suggestion that some representative of the company should meet 
you in Washington during the winter, I lu^g to state that I exixjct to 
leave for the Kast the latter |)artof I)<»cember and will 1k> in Washing- 
ton early in January. Will you 1n^ in the city at that time, and will 
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it Ih^ convenient to consult with 3^011 in regard to the reindeer ques- 
tion, jind also to meet the Secretary of the Interior? 

Awaiting your reply before definitely arranging my dates for an 
eastern trip, I have the honor to be. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

Northwestern Commercial Company, 

W. T. Perkins, Axidit(yi\ 
Hon. SiiELDOx Jackson, 

United States Genet\il Agent of Education in Alaska^ 

Department of the Interior^ Washington^ D, C. 



January 3, 1903. 

Sir: Referring to our conversation of January 2 concerning the 
purchase of reindeer from your company, I reply that the United 
Stutes Bureau of Pklucation will pay $25 a head for 400 healthy 
female reindeer not over years of age, landed at Teller reindeer sta- 
tion in good condition and turned over to the United States agent at 
that place, delivered not later than September 1, 1903. 

They will be inspected by the Government expert on animal diseases, 
and his written statement will be accepted as to their healthy condition. 

I have asked Congress, for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 1903, 

an appropriation of $25,000 for the reindeer enterprise. If that 

appropriation is granted 1 shall be in a position to enter into another 

agreement for the purchase of additional reindeer between July 1, 

1903, and June 30, 11>04. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

W. T. Harris, 

United States Conimissiimer of Education^ 
Mr. W. T. Perkins, 

Auditor JVorthire,ster?i Of^mmerrial Company^ 

Seattle^ Wash, 



Department of the Interior, 
Bureau of Education, Alaska Division, 

Washingto/t^ D, C, January 3^ 1903. 
Dear Sir: I have been unable to find a copy of the report contain- 
ing the letter that you wanted; therefore I have had the lett^M* copied 
for you. 

With regjird to the conmiercial value of reindeer, permit me to say 
upon n)y own account that the result of my reading, o])servation, and 
experience* is that a gocxl herd of n^indeer in Alaska is as profitable as 
the onlinary gold mine. After the h(Md is once started the fawns 
born will cost, for care and keeping, an average of not more than %1 
between !)irth and 4 years of age. When 4 year's old the surplus males 
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can 1)0 sold to the l)ut<luM- for from 5^25 to ^60, according to the .state 
of the market and the time of year. They can !)e tniined to liarness 
and .sold to prospector.s for from $60 to $150, a few having been .sold 
at the latter .sum in Alaska. 

With the multiplication of mining camps through Alaska there will 
always })e a great demand for fresh reindeer meat, so that there will be 
a good market for the surplus males. 

1 do not know wliere you can get better interest on one dollar's 
worth of care than after four years to .sell the .same for $25 or upward. 
I hope that your company will establish a large herd on the American 
side, and any assistance that I can render you in the way of suggestions 
as to places will be gladly given. 
Ver}' respectfully, yours, 

Sheldon Jackson, 
General Agent of Edneation in Alaska, 

Mr. William T. Perkins, 

Northii^eatern Cominercinl Company^ Hvattle^ Wa^K. 



Department of the Interior, 

Bureau of Education, 
^VaHhhuJUm, I). C, Mareh IS, 190S. 
Sik: 1 have the honor to su])mit for your information and approval 
the proj)().sed plans of operations for the coming .sea.son as to education 
in Alaska and the introduction of reindeer into Alaska. 



INTRODlTCmoN OF REINDEER INTO AlJlSKA. 

I have made an arrangement with the Northwestern Commercial 
Company, of Nome, who this year are undertjiking under a Rus.sian 
concession to purchase reindeer for delivery to the agent of this 
Bureau at Teller station of as many as 400 head of female reindeer 
at $25 each (see exhibit). 

If any reindeer are received under this contract they will l)e di.strib- 
uted, in accordance with former pmctice, as loans to the .several mi.ssion 
stations, ])oth Protestant and Roman Catholic, engaged in teaching and 
civilizing the Kskimos of northern and western Alaska. This will 
strengthen the work that has already commenced of preparing the 
Eskimo j'oung men for the can* and management of reindeer and then 
assisting them to herds of their own. 

The location of the several herds will b<* continued, as last year, in 
the neighborhood of Point I^irrow, Kotzebue Sound, Ciipc* Prince of 
Wales, Gam])oll, on St. Lawrence Island, Teller station, (lolofnin Itoy, 
Unalaklik, Nulato, on Yukon River, and Bethel, on Kuskokwim River. 
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FINANCES. 

(a) Ef/ifcafwn in Jbaska, — For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1902, 
tbore was received from license money s covered into the United States 
Treasur}', $85,882.41. This was expended as follows: 

Salaries of four officials $5, 066. 12 

Thirty-three teachers 17,192.54 

General expenses of 27 schools, including text-books, appai'atus, 
fuel, lighting, repairs, rent, traveling expenses, and freight, ^,219.06; 
leaving a balance June 30, 1902, $9,404.69. 

(J) Reindeer funds received from Congress, $25,000, which was 
expended as follows: 

Salaries of employees $4, 110. 03 

Expenses connected with the importation of reindeer from Siberia to 

Alaska 13,220.48 

Supplies and clothing for 27 apprentices 6, 044. 03 

Traveling expenses in connection with the inspection and delivery of 

herds to mission societies 600. 33 

Publishing the annual report ( 1,000 copies) 440. 1 1 

Balance of outstanding liabilities 595. 02 

It is proposed, with your approval, for the coming season, in both 
the school and reindeer service, to continue along the same general 
lines that have been found successful in the past to extend the sen-ice 
as rapidly as the funds at the disposal of this Bureau will permit. 

In past seasons this Bureau has depended upon the cooperation of 
the Treasury Department in the Revenue-Cutter Service for assistance 
in enabling the agent of the Bureau to visit the stations and localities 
not ordinarily reached by commercial vessels. And it is proposed the 
present season, with your approval, to again apply to the honorable 
the Secretary of the Treasury to allow the revenue cutter cruising in 
Alaskan w^aters to take on board the agent of this Bureau and give 
him such facilities as ho may need for inspecting out-of-the-way sta- 
tions, not interfering with the regular duties of the cutters. 
Verv respectful 1}', your obedient servant, 

W. T. Harris, Cfmun!ssionei\ 

The Secretary op the Inti«2rior. 

[Indoreement.] 

Approved on conditions specified in Department letter April 1, 1903. 

E. A. Hitchcock, Secretary. 



Department of the Interior, 

WaHhlmjtofu Aj>rff /, 1903. 
Sir: Your letter has been received, submitting for consideration, 
pui*suant to instructions from the Department, a statement showing 
the proposed operations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1904, as 
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to education in Alaska and the introduction of reindeer into that dis- 
trict, together with the amount of money to be expended apportioned 
to each of the different subjects of investigation. The appropriation 
for the introduction of reindeer is $25,000, the amount received from 
license moneys outside of incorporated towns in Alaska and available 
for educational purposes during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1902, 
was approximately $35,882, and the expenditures for school service 
during the ensuing fiscal year is based upon the probable collection of 
a similar amount during that period. 

In response thereto I have to advise you that I have this day 
approved so much of the plan submitted as relates to the ensuing 
fiscal year. As to the proposed purchase of 400 reindeer, not over 6 
years of age, at a cost of $25 per head from the Northwestern Com- 
mercial Company, to be landed at Teller reindeer station in good con- 
dition not later than September 1, 1903, in lieu of sending an agent of 
the Department to Russia to purchase reindeer and bring them to this 
country, as has been the custom heretofore, the plan meets with my 
approval as being in the interest of the better administration of the 
service. A form of contract has been prepared and is herewith trans- 
mitted. 

The matters discussed, touching the extension of the school service, 
by the establishment of new schools in southeastern, western, and 
northern Alaska, and for the construction of schoolhouses at Point 
Barrow, Unalakleet, Wood Island, Wrangell, and Teller may be pre- 
sented for consideration of the Department when there are funds avail- 
able in excess of the approximate sum of $35,882 authorized to be 
expended during the next fiscal year. 

The matter of the free importation of reindeer and the providing 

for their inspection at Teller reindeer station will be at once brought 

to the attention of the Secretaries of the Treasury and Agriculture, 

respt^ctively. 

Very respectfully, E. A. Hitchcock, 

Secretary. 
The Commissioner of Education. 



Department op the Interior, 

Bureau of Education, 
Washington^ D. C, April 7, 1903, 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communica- 
tion from you under date of April 1, 1903, giving your approval of 
the proposed plans of operations for the coming season as to education 
in Alaska, and the introduction of reindeer into Alaska. 

As your approval seems to have reference mainly to the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1904, I would respectfully ask a modification of the 
approval, in so far as it relates to the purchase of reindeer, in order 
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to enable this Bureiiii to purchjise 4:<M) Iiead, or lus many at the rate of 
$25 as the unexpended balance of the reindeer fund for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1903, will allow. And, if the opportunity ofiers, that 
600 additional deer shall be purchased from the reindeer fund for the 
fiscal 3'ear ending June 30, 1904. 

The short season (June to October), during which northern Bering 
Sea is free from ice, and thereby the transportation of deer from 
Siberia to Alaska rendered possible, makes it convenient to use in the 
purchase of deer any available balance of the fund for 1903 remaining 
unexpended June 30, 1903, and that after July 1 to commence the 
purchase of additional deer from the fund of 1904. 
Ver}' respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. T. Harris, Commissioner, 

The Secretary of the Interiou. 



Department of the Interior, 

Waskingtoji, April 10, 1903. 
Sir: In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 
7th instant, so much of the plan of operations of your Bureau in 
Alaska for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1903, as relates to the intro- 
duction of reindeer in that district, approved by me April 7, 1902, is 
hereby so modified as to authorize you to purchase from the North- 
western Commercial Company 400, more or less, of healthy female 
reindeer, not over (J years of age, at a cost of not to exceed the sum of 
$25 per head. 

This action is substituted for the provision in said plan of opera- 
tions authorizing j'ou to send an agent to Siberia to make purchase of 
reindeer. 

A form of contract in quintuplicate with the Northwestern Com- 
mercial Company, prepared in this OflSce, for the carrying into effect 
the authority above gmnted is herewith transmitted, and you are 
requested to have the same properly executed and returned to the 
Department for approval. 

Very respectfully, E. A. Hitchcock, 

SecrHmy. 
The CoMMissioNEK OF Education, 

Was/ufujton, J). C 



North Eastern Siberian Company (Limited), 

Pioneer Building, 
Srtfit/c, Wa^h,,Aj)r!l'22, 1903. 
Dear Sir: Referring to the contnict between your department and 
the Northwestern Commercial Company for the exportation of live 
reindeer from Siberia to America for the United States Government, 
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which contract was entered into on behalf of the North Eastern 
Siberian Company (Limited), 1 beg to state as follows: 

At the time that Mr. Perkins was in Washington discussing this 
matter with 3'ou and entering into preliminary contacts the North 
Eastern Siberian Company (Limited), had secured a permit from the 
milibiry governor-general of the Primorsk for the exportation of 400 
live reindeer to America, and while I was in St. Petersburg this matter 
was discussed between myself and the members of the board of directors 
over there upon the basis that the permit for this exportation had been 
granted and that we would export the animals to America and deliver 
them to the United States Government, provided our agents in the 
peninsula were able to secure the reindeer from the natives in accord- 
ance with instructions that I had given them last fall, and in the 
original instructions to me as managing director for the company was 
incorporated this clause covering the exportation of these animals. 
Since my departure from St. Petersburg on the 28th of February, this 
year, it appears for some, to me unknown, reasons to have been a 
change, inasmuch as they have advised me both by ca})le and letter 
that the Imperial Government has forbidden this exportation, and that 
the governor-general of the maritime provinces will not grant the 
necessary pemiit. The reason advanced to me for this prohibition I 
consider neither correct nor sufficient, and therefore I have written to 
our Ixjard in St. Petersburg to take this matter up with the Govern- 
ment with the view of removing the embargo, and I fc^el hopeful in 
securing its removal, l)ut am not positiveh' sure thereof, and therefore 
can not at this time give an}' advice as to the probable dates when we 
will be able to deliver these animals in Alaska. 

I very much regret this turn of affaii*s, and give you my assurance 
that I will do everything in my power to remove the embargo, more 
especiall}' as I consider the exportation of these animals from Silieria 
to Alaska will produce very l>eneiicial results to the natives by increas- 
ing the conunercial value of the reindeer. 

I am daily expecting advice from St. Peterslnirg })y cable regarding 
this matter, and if the eml)argo is removed I will take the matter up 
with you at once by telegniph. 

I l)eg to remain, my dear sir, yours, very truly, 

John Kosene, 
Mitwt<jhi<i I>n\cf<N\fnrth(' North Kastern SIIm rinji Cotnj}nny{Lhnitc<l), 

Uev. SiiELLKJN .Jackson, 

liHrtuu of EduixUion^ ]Ynnhln(jtoh^ IJ, t\ 
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Department of the Interior, 

Bureau of Education, 

Wcuthinc/ton, D. C, April 29, 1903. 

Sir: Referring to the authority heretofore grahted by the Depart- 
ment to enter into contract with the Northwestern Commercial Com- 
pany for the furnishing of 800 reindeer for introduction into Alaska 
during the present 3'ear, I have the honor to transmit herewith for 
your information a copy of a letter from the said company, in which 
it appears that the permission heretofore granted them by the Russian 
Government to purchase and export reindeer from Siberia to the United 
States has been revoked. 

It will bo noted that they state they have taken steps to have their 
agent in Russia secure, if possible, a reconsideration of this adverse 
action, and that they will inunediately telegraph me upon the final 
decision of the matter. 

In case they do not succeed in securing reconsideration by the Russian 
Government I have the honor to suggest the advisability of bringing 
this matter to the attention of the Secretary of State with a view to 
instructing the proper representatives of this Government in Russia 
to intercede with the Russian Government to accord permission to this 
company to furnish to this Government at least 800 deer which they 
have contracted to supply. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. T. Harris, Commiaaioner. 

The Secretary or the Interior. 



[Telegram.] 

Seattle, Wash., May 12, 1903. 
Sheldon Jackson, 

Bureau Education, Washington, D. C. : 
Important diplomatically to have State Department request show 
reindeer contract made with North Eastern Siberian Company through 
American agents. 

Northwestern Commercial Company. 
Perkins. 



San Francisco, May 9, 1903. 
Dear Sir: Your letter of April 30, inclosing copy of letter from 
Mr. W. T, Harris to the Secretary of the Interior, has been forwarded 
me here and contents of both these letters carefully noted by me. In 
reply I beg to state that I have at the present time had no communica- 
tion from St. Petersburg relative to the exploitation of reindeers since 
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1113- letter to you of April 22. I beg further to state that I will have no 
objection to the matter being taken up with the Russian Government 
through the kind offices of the State Department at Washington, D. C. 
If this should be done, it will be well to remember that the North- 
western Commercial Company entered into this contract as the agent 
and representing the North Eastern Siberian Company (Limited), the 
latter corjwration being organized under the laws of Russia, with 
hetulcjuarters in St. Petersburg, and well known to the Russian 
Government. 

I shall not fail to advise you promptly of any information 1 shall 
receive from St. Petersburg relative to this subject. 

Yours, very truly, 

John Rosene. 

Rev. Sheldon Jackson, 

General Agent Department Education^ Washington^ D. C. 



Department of the Interior, 

Wa^hmgton, May 13, 1903. 
Sir: Referring to your letter of the 29th ultimo, inclosing a copy of a 
communication from the Northwestern Conmiercial Company, stating 
that the Russian Government had revoked the permit heretofore given 
it to collect and export reindeer from Siberia to Alaska, I transmit here- 
with for your information copy of a letter addressed })y this Depart- 
ment to the Secretary of State, under date of the 11th instant, request- 
ing that the Russian (lovernment be comnmnicated with through the 
proper official channels, with a view to securing a renewal of the per- 
mission given this company to procure at least 800 reindeer for the 
Government service in Alaska during the coming season. 

Very respectfully, 

Thomas Ryan, Acthig Secretary, 

The Commissioner of Education. 



Devartment of the Interior, 

Wa^hhigtim, May 11, 1903. 
Sir: In carrying into effect the provisions of the statute authorizing 
the Secretarv of the Interior to introduce reindeer in the district of 
Alaska for use in connection with the svstem of industrial educa- 
tioii in that district inaugurated by the Deimrtment, it has )>een 
customary in previous years to purchase, with the consent of the 
Russian (iovennment, reindeer in Sil)eria and bring them to Alaska on 
a (lOvernment vessel, free of duty and without inspection of the 
animals. 
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In the interests of the better administration of the Alaskan service 
it is the pui'pose of the Department during the present season, instead 
of sending its representative abroad to bring the deer to Alaska, to 
enter into contract with the Northwestern Commercial Company for 
the delivery in good condition at Teller reindeer station, Alaska, at a 
date not later than November 1, 1903, 800, more or less, healthy 
female reindeer, not over (> years of age. 

From the accompanying letter of the Conmiissioner of Education, 
who, under the assignment of business in this Department, has charge 
of educational matters in the district of Alaska, it will be seen that 
the permission heretofore given by the Russian Government to the 
Northwestern Commercial Company to secure reindeer in Siberia has 
been revoked, but that the company is endeavoring to secure a recon- 
sideration of the matter by the proper authorities. 

As it will be in the interest of the Government to secure the rein- 
deer in the method indiciited, I have the honor to request that this 
matter be brought to the attention of the proper authorities of the 
Russian Government, with a view to securing permission for the 
Northwestern C^ompan}' to procure and take from Siberia another 
shipment for use in the Alaskan school service of at legist 800 femalo 
reindeer. 

Very respectfully, Thos. Ryan, 

Acting Secretary. 

The Secretary of State. 



Department of the Interior, 

BuREAi: OF Education, 
Washington, D, C, May U, 1903. 

Sir: I have the honor to comnumicate for your information that, 
since writing my letter of April 22, asking that through the Secretary 
of State the Russian Government might be reijuestcd to accord to the 
Northwestern Commercial Company, of Scuttle, |XM'mission to furnish 
this Government the 800 head of reindeer which thev had contracted to 
supply, I have learned from them that the Northwestern Commercial 
Company, in executing the above contract with the United States, was 
acting as the American agents of the Northeastern Siberian Company' 
(Limited), which has its geneml office at St. Petersburg, Russia, and 
American office at Seattle, and that the conipany is known officially 
at St. Petersburg, Russia, as the Northeastern Siberian Compnny 
(Lunited). 

I would therefore respectfully suggest that this name bo communi- 
cated by the State Department to the n»presentative of this Government 
at St. Petersburg. 1 would furth(M- suggest that, as the northern sec- 
tion of Bering Sea is free from ice but a few mouths during the year, 
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and therefore that the time available for the tmiisportation of reindeer 
from Siberia to Alaska is short, that this information be cabled to the 
American ambassador at St. Petersburg. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. T. Harris, Ca)nniis»i</ner, 
The Secretary of the Interior. 



Department of State, 
• Washi7i(jti/n^ May 10^ 1903. 

Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 11th instant, requesting that the United States ambassador at St. 
Petersburg may be instructed to use his good offices with the Kussian 
Government to enable the Northwestern Commercial Company to pro- 
cure and take from Siberia another shipment of at least 800 female 
reindeer for use in the Alaskan school service. 

1 have the honor to say in reply that the ambassador has been in- 
structed as desired. 

1 have the honor to ))e, sir, your obedient servant, 

John Hay. 
The Secretary of the Interior. 

[Indorsenieiit No. 1.] 

File 1708.] May 16, 1903. 

Secretary of State has instructed the United States ambassador 
at St. Petersburg to use his good offices with the Kussian Government 
to enable the North wt\stern Commercial Company to procure and take 
from Siberia a shipment of reindeer for use in Alaska. 

[ludorsenu'iit No. 2.] 

Department of the Interior, 

May 19, 1003, 
llespectf ully referred to the Conmiissioner of Education for con- 
sideration; note and return. 

Thomas Ryan, Actimj Secretary, 

[IndorHement No. 3.] 

Educ^ation Ofjtc^e, May ^(?, 1903, 
Kespectfully returned to the Dt^jmrtment with the statement that 
the same has l>een copied for the tiles of this Office. 

W. T. Harris, Commimioner, 



Department of State, 

Wa^/ihujton, May 20, 1903. 
Sik: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the IGth instant, stating that the company which has the reindeer 
contract is the Northeastern Silx^rian Company (Limited), not the 
Northwestern Commercial Company. 

S. Wni, 2U), 5H-2 11 
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The United States charge d'affaires at St. Petersburg has been so 

advised, and the necessity of rapid acrtion in the case has also been 

brought to his attention. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your ol)edient servant, 

John Hay. 
The Secretary of the Interior. 

[Imloraement No. 1.] 

May 20, 1903. 
Secretary of State has advised the United States cKarg^ d'affaires 
at St. Petersburg that the Northwestern Commercial Company, with 
whom the Department has contracted for the purchase of reindeer for 
Alaska, is known in St. Petersburg as the Northeastern Siberian Com- 
pany (Limited), etc. 

[Indoreemeut No. 2.] 

Department of the Interior, May ^^, 1903. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of EMucation for consider- 
ation, note, and return. 

Thomas Ryan. 

[Indorsement No. 3.] 

Education Office, May ^S^ 1903, 
Respectfully returned to tlie Department with the statement that 
the same has been copied for the tiles of this oflSce. 

\V. T. Harris, Coirvtaissioner. 



No. 140.] American Embassy, 

aSV. PderHhmj, June 13, 1903. 
Sir: In reply to your instructions Nos. 28 and 29, of May 18 and 
20, respec^tivel}', relating to the reindeer contract between the Govern- 
ment and the Northeastern Siberian Company (Limited), 1 have the 
honor to inform you that I have called on Mr. Yenuoloff, minister of 
agriculture and imperial domain, with a view to securing the revoca- 
tion of the recent decision forbidding the exix)rtation of reindeer from 
Siberia to Alaska. 

The minister informed me that he would communicate on the sub- 
ject with the governor-general of the Primorsk Province, whose author- 
it}' in the matter was tinal, and whose advice would undoubtedly be 
followed by the central government in case he recommended that the 
further exportation of reindeer should not be allowed on account of 
their scarcity, or for any other reasons. 

1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. W. Riddle, 
Cfuxrge cTAfaircs ad interim. 
The Hon. John Hay, 

Secretary of State, Wa^huHftoh^ I), C, 
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Department of State, 
WiishlmjUm^ Jidy i, 1903. 

Sir: Referring to the Department's letter of May 18 last, 1 have 
the honor to inclose cx)py of a dispatch from the United States charg^ 
d'affaires ad interim at St. Petersburg, reporting his action in the 
matter of endeavoring to secure permission for the purchase and ship- 
ment of reindeer from Siberia. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

FliANCIS B. LooMis, 

Acthig Secretary. 
The Secretary of the Interior. 

[IndorBeiiieiit No. 1.] 

July 1, 11H)8. 
Secretary of State incloses copy of dispatch from the United States 
charge d'affaires ad interim at St. Petersburg, re|K)rting his action 
in endeavoring to secure [)ermission for the purcliase and shipment of 
reindeer from Siberia into Alaska. 

[IndorHeiiient No. 2.] 

Department of the Interior, 

July J, 1903. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Education for. note 
and return. 

Thomas Ryan, 

Act lit if Seer eta ry. 



No. 41.] American Embassy, 

St. Peteri<hury.^ July 6', 1903. 

Sir: In reply to your instruction No. 28, of May 18, lli08, I have 
the honor to tmnsmit to you herewith a copy of a note just received 
from the minister of agriculture and imperial domains^ according to 
which, after con)umnicating with the governor-general of the Amoor, 
the minister does not tind it possible to enable the Northwestern Com- 
mercial Company to procure or take away from Siberia a further 
shipment of female reindeer. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your ol>edient servant, 

J. W. Riddle, 
Charge (F Affaires ad hiterhii. 
The Hon. John Hay, 

Secretary of State^ Wanhingtoii^ 1). C. 
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No. 763. J MlNISTRE DK L'AORICULTUKE ET DES DOMAINES, 

SL rtk^'^hurf/, le W {Jnhj J), VJOS, 

Sir: The general-governor of Amoor has just notified nie that the 
there existing number of reindeer upon which rests tlie livelihood of 
the northern tril)es is of late days somewhat inadequate to meet the 
local requirements. 

Therefore, considering that any further decrease in the number of 
female reindeer would affect the said |X)pulation-s welfare, I regret to 
sbite in rc^ply to your favor of June 2 (15) that I find it dilHcuit to 
issue |)ermits for the exportation of the above animals. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, most truly, yours, 

A. Vermaloff. 
Hon. J. W. Riddle, 

Ouirijc iV AffaiTiX (if the United St atei^^ St. Petersburg, 



Department of State, 
Wa.Hhi7i(jton^ July 2U l^MS, 

Siu: Referring to the Department's letter, May 18, 1 have the honor 
to inclose copy of a dispatch from the United States charge d'affaires 
ad interim at St. Petersburg, reporting the refusal of the Russian 
Government to allow the exportation of reindeer from Siberia. 
I have the honor to be, sir, 3'our obedient servant, 

Francis B. Loomis, 

Actimj Secretary, 
The Secretary of the Interior. 



Department of. the Interior, 

Bureau of Education, 
Wnahlmjtmi, D, C, July JS, Ifm, 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge that your favor of July 3 
has been brought to my attention, together with a copy of the letter 
of Mr. J. W. Riddle, charge d'affaires ad interim, American embassy, 
St. Petx^rsburg, June 13, 1903, informing the American Government 
that the question of further exportation of reindeer to Alaska for the 
United States Government has been referred to the ''governor-general 
of the Primorsk Province, whose advice would undoubtedly bo followed 
by the central Government in case he recommended that the further 
expoitation of reindeer should not l>e allowed on account of their 
scarcity, or for any other reasons." 

The opportunity afforded of procuring deer this summer through 
the Northwestern Siberian Company (Limited) is so ])romising, and the 
time for action in northern Bering Sea so limited during the summer, 
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that I would respectfully suggest that the honorable the Secretary of 
State, if in accordance with the policy of his office, make another effort 
to secure a speedy decision on the part of the Russian Government. 

With reference to the allusion that the exportation of deer to Alaska 
might unduly deplete the herds in Sil>eria, I find that since the com- 
mencement of the reindeer enterprise in 1891 up to the present time 
but 1,590 deer have been purchased in Siberia, an avei'age of 133 deor 
per ye^r. As the herds in Siberia range from three hundred to many 
thousand reindeer in a herd, it is evident that so small a number can 
have made no appreciable difference in the reindeer industiy of Si))eria, 
nor will the one or two thousand additional deer which might be 
secured make anv difference. On the other hand, the sale of these 
animals at remunerative prices furnishes the natives of northeast Siberia 
with a large amount of provisions and clothing which they could not 
otherwise secure. 

I have the honor to be, sir. 

Very respectfully, your o))edient servant, 

W. T. Harris, C<>mrni4<sion/n\ 

The Secretauy of the Interior. 



REINDKKR IMPOKTKI) FROM SIBERIA SUIUECT TO INSPECTION AND 

CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

Tkeasurv Department, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Wa><hIf}(/ton^ Oviohei* />, 1901. 

Sir: The attention of this Department has l)een called, ))y the 
honorable Secretary of Agriculture, to recent alleged importiitions 
of reindeer into your district from Silwria, presumably without 
inspection or (juarantine, and stilting that 'Hhere is great danger of 
introdu<*ing some of the worst animal plagues of the Old World by the 
importation of reindeer in this manner.'' He suggests that in the 
cas(» of future importations of these animals an inspection should 1x5 
made bv an officer of the Bureau of Animal Industrv to the end that 
a (juarantine may be enforced, or exportation recjuired, according as 
the animals mav be found afflicted with disease, curable or incurable. 

In this connection your attention is invited to the regulations of the 
Department of Agriculture of December 2s, 1S90, pronnilgated b}' 
this Department in its circular of February 16, l(HK) (T. D., 22014), 
copy herewith for read}' reference, which pres<TilM\s that all ruminants 
imported on the Pacific seaboard are su))ject to inspection and (juar- 
antine at San Diego, Cat., and you are informed that the ports of 
your district are not excepted from such recjuirements l)ecause of 
their geographical location. 
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The importation of these animals into your district, therefore, as 
allowed without inspection or quarantine at San Diego, was technically 
in violation of such regulations. 

1 will thank you to report fully as to the facts in the case, giving 
the dates of importations, names of importers, the condition of the 
animals on arrival, what inspection or quarantine, if any, was had, the 
destination of the animals and their present location. 

In the case of future importations of this character into your dis- 
trict from Siberia or any other foreign country, you will at once 
notify the Department by wire to the end that proper inspection may 
be had, and quarantine enforced if found necessary. The Secretary 
of Agriculture states that in such event, an exception will be made to 
the regulations aforesaid, and that an inspector will be sent into your 
district to make the required examination. This Department concurs 
in the opinion of the Secretary of Agriculture that every precaution 
should be taken to protect Alaska as well as other paints of the terri- 
tory of the United States from destructive animal diseases liable to be 
introduced by the unrestricted importation of reindeer from Siberia. 
Respectfully, 

O. L. Spaulding, Acting Secretary. 

The Collector of Customs, 

Sitka^ Alaska. 



Manhattan, Kans., March P, 190S. 
Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your favor of March 5, and thank you 
for the information therein contained. 

m 

I inclose you herewith a letter from the Treasury Department, which 
explains itself. From this you will observe that as soon as a private 
individual undertakes to engage in this business he will be required to 
pay duty on his deer. If the Government really wanted to have Alaska 
stocked with reindeer it would seem that herds for breeding purposes 
should be admitted free. 

If it is not asking too much would you kindly refer this matter to 

to the Secretary of the Treasury and request that an exception be 

made in the case of deer for breeding purposes. 

Respectfully, 

F. G. Kimball. 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson, 

Washington^ D, C. 



Department of the Interior, 

Bureau of Education, 
Washington, D, (7., April 1, 190S, 
Sir: In carrying into effect tlie provisions of the statute authorizing 
the Secretary of the Interior to introduce reindeer into the district of 
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Alaska for use in connection with a system of industrial education in 
that district, inaugurated by the Department, it has been customary 
in previous years to purchase, with the consent of the' Russian Gov- 
ernment, reindeer in Siberia, and bring them to Alaska free of duty 
and without inspection of the animals. 

From the accompanying letter of the Commissioner of Education, 
who, under the assignment of Imsiness in this Department, has charge 
of educational matters in that district, it will be seen that he has ))een 
advised by the collector of customs at Sitka, Alaska, that hereafter 
reindeer imported for use in Alaska must first be inspected at San 
Diego, Cal.; furthermore, it has been intimated to the Department 
that reindeer imported into this country are subject to duty. 

To transport reindeer from Siberia to San Diego, Cal., for inspec- 
tion, a distance of between 3,500 and 4,000 miles, and thence to Alaska, 
means the expense of transportation of approximately 8,000 miles as 
against approximately 200 miles in bringing the animals from Siberia 
directly to Alaska. This would increase the cost of the animals fully 50 
per cent, making the deer cost anywhere from $100 to $200 per capita. 

In addition to the expense, which would be prohibitive, considering 
the fact that the entire appropriation for expenses connected with the 
introduction of reindeer is })ut $25,000, it is quite probable that from 
one-fourth to one-half of the herd, in all likelihood, would be killed 
by the journey. 

It is the purpose of the Department during the present season, 
instead of sending its representative to Sil>eria to bring reindeer to 
Alaska, to enter into a contract with the Northwestern Commercial 
Company for the delivery in good condition at Teller reindeer station, 
at a date not later than September 1, 11K)3, of 400 health}- female rein- 
deer not over 6 years of age. 

In the interest of this service, therefore, I have the honor to request 
that instructions be issued to the collector of customs for the district 
of Alaska to p<»rmit reindeer purchased by the Government to ))e 
landed at the Teller reindeer station in Alaska b}- direct importation 
from Siberia, they to ))e inspected at that point, and the requirements 
of the regulations as to the inspection at San Diego be waived in this 
respect. 

It is understood that the Secretary of Agriculture, in event of an 
exception such its is herein desired, will send an inspector to make the 
nHjuired examination. 

In this connection, it is further requested that if it is found that the 
reindeer imported by the Government for use in connection with the 
Alaskan school service are subject to <luty, such instructions l)e given 
to the collector of customs for the district of Alaska as will result 
in the admission of the animals without payment of the duty at the 
place of entry, the bill for the customs duties covering the animals 
imported to Ije forwarded to this Department for adjustment. 
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1 have this day called the attx^ntion of tlie Secrot4iry of Agriculture 
to this matter, with a view to securing the detail of a rc^presentative 
of his Department to inspect the deer upon their arrival in Alaska. 
Very respectfully, 

K. A. IIlT<lII('<)(^K, Srrrrtdnj, 

The Secretary of the Tueasuuy. 



Tkeasitry Department, 
Offk'e of the Secretary, 

W((Hh!7i(fton^ March 6*, 1903, 
Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 2(1 instant, 
in which you incjuire whether reindeer can he imported into the United 
States for breeding purposes without payment of duty. 

In reply, I have to state that while paragraph 473 of the act of July 
24, 1897, as amended by the act of March 3, 1903, provides for the free 
entry of animals for breeding pm-poses, it is also provided that no such 
animal shall bo admitted free unless pure bred of a recognized ))reed, 
and duly registered in the lx)oks of record esta))lished for that ))reed. 
As no books of record are established for reindeer, such animals can 
not l>e impoi-ted free of duty for the purposes mentioned. 
Respectfully, 

R. B. Armstrong, AnHltita/nt fSccrctary, 
Mr. F. G. Kimball, 

Manhattan,, KavA, 



Northwestern CvOMMercial CoMrANY, 

Pioneer Building, 
l^eattle, ^yaHh,, March 7^, 1903. • 

My Dear Sir: In re reindeer in Alaska. Collector Jarvis, of 
Alaska, has just arrived in Seattle, en route to Washington, D. C, and 
I have had an interview with him in. connection with our Siberian and 
Alaskan matters. Among other things, he informs me that there is a 
duty on reindeer imported into the United States which applies equally 
well to Government reindeer as to those to private parties. This was 
news to me, and the matter I had not investigated, and I should appre- 
ciate it very much if you will take up the matter with the proper 
authorities in Washington and either ari*ange for the rescinding of the 
duties so far as the Government importation is concerned, or, if that is 
not allowable, then for the payment of the same in Washington. I 
shall be very glad to hear from you in connection with the matter at 
your convenience. 

Mr. Rosene has just arrived in New York, on his return from St. 
Petersburg, and informs us that the Russian Government lias granted 
us a special permit covering Government reindeer for which you have 
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contmctod with us. We wish, if possible, to cover every contingency 
that could arise in connection with this shipment, so that we may not 
be hampered or detained b}- any details left unarranged in the matter. 
Any suggestions or information from you at any time will be accept- 
able. I have the honor to be, 
Verv respectfully, yours, 

Northwestern Commercial. CoMrANr. 
Wm. T. Perkins. 
Hon. Sheldon Jackson, 

Buretni of Kdxicatioii^ Departmeiit oftli^ Interior^ 

Washimjton^ 1), C, 



governor BRADY ON THE REINDEER. 

The Hon. John G. Brady, governor of Alaska, in his annual report 
to the Secretary of the Interior for 1893, writes: 

It 18 rep>orte<i that on June 30, 1903, then* was an aggregate of 6,150 domestic rein- 
deer in Alaska, including 1,600 fawns ])orn in the spring of 1903. These reindeer are 
kept in 10 principal herds and are owned in part ])y 82 persons, of which number 58 
are Rskimos and 5 Laplanders. 

This work of the introduction of doniastic n'indeer for that northern country has 
been from year to year the subject of hostile critici:un and derision for some who 
really know as little about it or its i)r(>cesscs jl^ thev know a]M)nt the aurora iKjrealis. 
It is reassuring, however, when one reads the opinions of men who have Ikvu in the 
country for a number of years and who are thoroughly independent of any outside 
influence. 

D. A. McKenzie, United States commissioner at C'oldfoot, who has once l)efor© 
been rjuoted m this report, says: 

** Reindeer are j)erhaps the greatest practicable means of helping the natives. We 
have thousands of ju'H'S of rein<le<T groun<l. There him l)een a grt»at deal of a<lver9e 
criticism of Dr. Sheldon Jackson and his intro<luction of reindeer into Alaska. I 
will say that after investigating the reindeer farms I am convinced that their imj)or- 
tation is the best thing that possibly could have haj>pene<l far Alaska." 

Congress has l)een criticistMl heretofore for making aj)propriations for this purj>ose, 
but we t^arn(*stly ho|H' that it will wisi'ly continue to foster this industry, until that 
whole northern region has ])ecome stockt^l with those animals, which arc^ so wou<ler- 
fully adapte<l to that country. No doubt, in years to <M>me persons will ris<' up and 
blt^s the UHMnories of those who have lu'en so farHighte<l as to pnmde animals that 
have so much in them to makc^ life endurable in those regions. 



lUiKi. (JEN. FUEDKRICK FUNSTON, V. S. ARMY, CONCERNIN(J REIN- 
DEER. 

Brier, (ren. Frederick Funston, T. S. Army, in an official report to 
th(^ Adjutnnt-Cieneral Ignited StaUvs Army, rcferrinjr to the present 
condition of the Eskimos in Alaska and their future, writers concerning 
th<» reindeer: 

I was una]>le to visit the n»indet»r station at Port 01arenc(\ and ix)nHCN|uently (-an 
not .sjK»ak of the suc<*ess of that institution fn»m jn^nwmal knowUnlgi*. Full informa- 
tion regarding the introduction of the reindet»r into Ahiska can Ih» ha<i from the 
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reports of Dr. Sheldon Jaokson, of tho Bureau of K<lucration, who for some years has 
liad charge of the iini>ortation of thoHe animals and their distrihution among the 
natives and the inHtniction of the latter in their care and use. It is the general 
opinion of mo8t of tho«> whom I inter\'iewed that this enteqirise will, under favor- 
a})le conditions, rt»move any cause which may now exist for destitution among those 
pc^oplc, })ut the work is nt^cessarily slow, and it must be years ])efon^ the reindeer 
can }h» in general ust* throughout such i>ortions of Alaska as are suittni t4) them. 
♦ ♦ ♦ ■ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Obviously, if the Eskimos were placed imder control of the Department of the 
Interior the work of introducing Siberian reindeer and inst meting the natives in 
their care and use should be done by the same Department, in order to obtain the 
best results and avoid friction. The introduction of reindeer should be pushed as 
much as possible and the natives corapelle<l to care for them. 

Under no circumstances should rations be distribute<l gratuitously. So far as their 
mental development is concerned the Eskimo is a mere child, and should be treated 
as one. He should be compelled to obey, and his own whims and wishes ignored. 



JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM ON THE IMPORTANCE OF REINDEER 

FOR ALASKA. 

Department of Justice, 
United States District Court, 
Third Division, District of Aiaska, 

Eagle City^ Alaska^ Aug} est 16^ 1903. 

Dear Sir: This letter will be handed to you by Mr. D. A. McKen- 
zie, for many years a resident of Alaska and now the commissioner at 
Coldfoot, on the Koyukuk River. Mr. McKenzie is well known to 
me, and I recommend him to you as a man worthy of your confidence 
and esteem. He visits Washington upon business, but also to see you in 
relation to securing reindeer for one of his Indian friends on the Koy- 
ukuk. His friendship for the natives and his intimate knowledge of 
their needs leads me to believe that you can assist him in the matter 
which he will explain to you, and be assured that it is for the good of 
the Indians. Mr. McKenzie has no personal interest other than to 
help them become self-supporting. After a careful study of the rein- 
deer question it is my judgment that they are the future live stock of this 
country. Your labors in that direction will be a lasting monument to 
you and greatly to the benefit of the future inhabitants of this region. 
Respectfully, 

James Wickersham, District Judge, 

Rev. Sheldon Jackson, 

Washvngton^ D, C. 



united states cjommissioner d. a. Mckenzie concerning rein- 
deer AND ESKIMOS IN ALASKA. 

February 16, 1904. 
Sir: In 1898 the first permanent white settlement was made on the 
Koyukuk River, the territory and section of Alaska that I wish you 
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to take under consideration, embracing all of that land lying north of 
the Yukon River and west of the international boundary line extend- 
ing through the mountain region to the mountains west of tlie Koyukuk, 
and the Arctic Ocean on the north. This territory is larger than the 
States of New York, New Jerse}', and Pennsylvania. 

The writer is one of the pioneers of this district, having located 
there in 1898, and has resided there continuously. We found the 
Eskimo Indians friendly, and, in fact, delighted to see the white men 
coming into their country. They were honest and hospitable, had 
very little idea of white men's ways and customs. We found them 
living in log cabins along the stream and depending upon hunting and 
fishing for food and clothing. 

During my residence in this locality I became very well acquainted 
with the natives, and in many respects found them superior to the white 
man. Our Eskimos never use tobacco or liquor, and are honest people. 
I have never known an instance of theft committed b}' them. None of 
them have ever been in court on original charges. Their only appear- 
ance in court has been a few instances when they were witnesses for 
the Government against their white brother. 

It would seem, inasmuch as our Government assumed the respon- 
sibility of looking after these people when it purchased Alaska from 
Russia, that it is certainly under some moral obligation to look after 
them to some extent, inasmuch as the white man has entered upon 
their hunting grounds and in a great measure has killed off caribou 
and moose, which furnished the larger amount of their food and 
clothing. 

Assuming that the officials of our Government, ro^lizing this obliga- 
tion, are willing to aid the natives of Alaska to a reasonable degree, 
the (|uestion then arises, IIow can that best be done without pauperiz- 
ing the natives, and at the same time be an aid to the Avhite man in the 
development of this vavSt territory if 

The o<»cupation of the white man in this country is placer mining. 
The mineral belt now being worked extends over a territory of SO or 
loo miles, and the prospects are that it will tike sevenil genemtions 
to extract the wealth from this district alone, which is a ven' small 
part of the vast t-erritory referred to. It is not fair to presume that 
this is the only rich piece of ground in this ))ig territory, as the 
prospi^ctors are constantly making new discoveries and extending the 
gold field. 

The great drawback to development so far is the expense of food 
and mining machinery, tools, etc. I^et me first explain the manner in 
which the freight is brought from the coast citie.s to this locality. 
Freight is taken l)y ocean steamers from Seattle to St. Michael, a dis- 
tance of 2,725 miles, where it is reloaded on Yukon steamers and carried 
a distance of 630 miles up the Yukon River to the mouth of the 
Koyukuk, thence up the Koyukuk in a small but powerful steamer a 
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distance of 54() miles to BettleH, the end of steamer navigation. It is 
then transferred to small poling boats and taken 60 miles farther up 
the rapid current to Coldfoot, the he^idquarters of the miners of this 
region. The freight alone from Bettles to Coldfoot is 10 cents a 
pound. It is then perhaps necessary to carry these goods on the 
back of pack animals a distance of 10 to 40 miles, with an additional 
cost of from 10 to 30 cents a pound. 

It is thus easy to be seen that with these necessarily large expenses 
for food and (Nothing the development of this country must be slow, 
unless some cheaper food and cheaper transportation can be arranged. 
This can l)e accomplished by our natives with the reindeer. 

I wish again to refer to our responsibility to the native. There is 
no question in my mind that these people are capable of being 
educated to the highest degree of civilization. This is being demon- 
strated beyond a reasonable doubt at the Carlisle Indian School. I 
was the fortunate recipient of an invitation to attend the commence- 
ment exercises of this school on the 17th and 18th of this month. 
Here we find a thousand native Americans with bright and happy 
faces, indubitably proving by looks and actions that their hearts are 
tired with a determination to enter the great family of American 
citizens, and demand an honorable place among them. It has not 
been my fortune to visit any white school where better order pre- 
vailed; each individual student seemed to realize that he or she was 
regarded as one of an inferior race and a responsibility rested on each 
one to demonstrate to the white man that when given the opportunity 
they could climb as high in the intellectual world as their white 
brothers and sisters. They seemed to have great love and respect for 
their teachers, who, being inspired by the grand and humane work in 
which they were engaged, are capable of wonderful powers, and 
consequently a Tioble ambition has been inculcated which seems to 
permeate the entire school. We found here 80 Alaskans, and some of 
the Eskimo children from northern Alaska, but I could not recognize 
them as the natives of a neighborhood in which I have resided for the 
last six years; and had it not been for this personal observation, it 
would have been difficult to conceive how this wonderful transforma- 
tion could be brought about. 

But to lay aside sentimental consideration, I will attempt to show 
that it would be a first-class business proposition to establish a school 
in the Koyukuk Valley and teach the native children some rudiments 
of English, and show them how to produce the vegetables that will 
thrive in that section. Reindeer should be loaned to the natives, and 
they should be instructed in the management of them. They should 
be made to feel the responsibility of ownership as soon as possible; 
we should crowd upon them all the responsibility of every kind as 
fast as they will absorb it. With the knowledge of vegetable growing 
and with a herd of reindeer the native will be in a position not only to 
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feed himself and family, but also to supply the white miner with fresh 
vegetables and meat, which are necessary to insure health in this 
isolated communit}^ where this class of food can not be obtained. 
Before it had been ascertained that vegetables would grow that far 
north, I paid $16 for 20 pounds of fresh potatoes. Thirty dollars was 
all the money 1 had at the time, and if the trader had held me up a 
little harder 1 would have given him my entire capital for that same 
20 pounds of potatoes. I might add that at that time 1 had not tasted 
any fresh vegetables for three years. 

Miners will not take the time in this country to tend a garden, 
neither will they herd reindeer; so with these industries in the hands 
of the native he will not be competing with his white brother. 

I will offer this illustration to show what the reindeer will do for 
the miner: Suppose that two miners desired to prospect the territory 
on the outskiils of the Koyukuk mining camp this coming summer. 
It will be necessary to purchase two horses — say at Seattle — |my 
tmnsportation to the Koyukuk. The animals would stand them in 
al)out $500 or $600 each, and if they should prove to be number one 
paclc animals, the two horses will be able to move a small supply of 
food and tools, say 150 to 200 miles, after the summer work returning 
to the supply station in the fall, or at the end of the sluicing season, 
but owing to the great cost of hay and grain the horses must be killed. 

Now suppose the two miners referred to, instead of purchasing 
horses at such great cost, had purchased say 10 reindeer at a cost of 
$100 each; on the backs of these deer can be packed more than twice 
the amount the two horses could take. Then the miners having 
slaughtered a portion of the deer for food during the summer with the 
remainder of the team return with five or ten thousand in dust that 
these men were enabled to dig through the assistance of the reindeer. 
On the return of the deer to winter (juarters they can bo turned out 
with the general heixl and at a trifling cost be wintered and ready for 
another season's work. The trained deer may be used during the 
winter before the sled. 

We have millions of acres of the best kind of reindeer pasture going 
to waste and not doing anyone any good except to feed the wild game 
which now furnishes food for both white and red men. In a few years 
the game will be exhausted, then the reindeer will be indispensable. 

1 have heard many criticisms al)out the reindeer, but invariably by 
men that had no knowledge of the deer or by persons that reside in 
localities where the necessity for these animals does not exist. 

If, Mr. Secretary, you were talking with a resident of southeastern 
or southern Alaska, he would probably tell you that the reindeer were 
not a necessity' in Alaska. This person resides within the souiid of a 
steaml)oat whistle and can purchase domestic meat and fresh vegeta- 
bles at a trifle over Seattle prices. The people of Nome are not eager 
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for the door as jire residents in the interior, as they have the opportu- 
nity to ^vt fresh meats from cold stomj^e ships at a small cost; but all 
the iKH)ple of the interior of Alaska need the reindeer, and without 
them inunense territories will not be developed for many years to 
come, if at all. 

I have also heard some criticism of the amount of money expended 
by the Government on the introduction of reindeer. I will challenge 
any individual or comimny doing business in Alaska to make a show- 
ing that they did not scjuander or waste more money buying inexperi- 
ence than the Government has in establishing the reindeer industry. 
It nmst l>e remembered that we had no Americans experienced in 
reindeer raising prior to the time that the Government took hold of 
this industry, and it could not be expected that novices could produce 
the results that experience furnishes. 

Now we have both white and native Americans who understand this 
industry, and future results will be satisfactory. Persons who have 
carefully inspected reindeer farms are well satisfied with the experi- 
ment. 

In behalf of the miners who can not personally appear before you, 
I ask that you have a school for the natives established at Settles, on 
the Koyukuk River; also that the reindeer and vegetable industries 
• })e introduced as soon as proper arrangements can be made. Surely 
central Alaska can offer stronger arguments for the deer than any 
other section, and the industry should be forced ahead as rapidly as 
' ,. possible. It should be remembered that in helping the Alaskan miner 
you are not aiding a competitor of the farmer or manufacturer in the 
United States. We will send him a new dollar that has never been 
used before for his bacon, corn, wheat, clothing, machinery, etc. We 
believe that the reindeer subject should receive your careful consider- 
ation, and that by proper nursing and encouragement it can be made 
of as much importance to Alaska as sheep raising is to eastern Wash- 
ington and Oregon. 

Post-office address, Coldfoot, Alaska. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

D. A. McKenzie. 
The Secretary of the Interior. 



LETTER OF JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM, FORWARDING A LETTER 
FROM MR. E. L. BOSQUI, COMMISSIONER FROM COLVILLE RIVER. 

Department of Justice, 
United States Distict Court, 
Third Division, District of Alaska, 

ValdeZj Alaska^ JVovember 17^ 1903. 

My Dear Sir: Herewith I forward, for your informat^ion, a copy of 
a letter which I have just received from Mr. E. L. Bosqui, commis- 
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sioner from the CJoiville River, on the arctic shore of Alaska. 1 send 
you this copy by reason of your interest in the report which he makes 
in relation to the value of reindeer in that particular region. 
Resi)ectfully, 

James Wickersham, District Judge. 
Rev. Sheldon Jackson, 

Coitmiiimoner Education^ Alaska^ Washington^ D, C. 



LETTER OF E. L. BOSQUI, UNITED STATES COMMISSIONER. 

Jakvis, Colville Rivek, 

March S, 1903. 
Hon. James Wickersham, 

Valdez^ Aldska, 

My Dear Judge: As 1 have a chance to send mail out to connect 
with the Bear in August, I thought a few lines to you from this your 
northern district would }>e welcome. I left Nome on the Bear July 
19, 1902, and after a delightful trip of twenty -one days reached Point 
Barrow. We made short stops at Port Clarence and Prince of Wales, 
and then steamed across to the Siberian coast and visited Indian Point, 
St. Lawrence Bay, and East Cape. At each point the ship was visited' 
by natives. A more til thy lot of human beings never was seen; some 
few of our natives are bad enough, but nothing to be compared to 
these. The missionaries on our side deserve a great deal of credit, 
and to better judge a person should visit the villages on both coasts; 
a vast difference in the condition is then perceptible. At Point Barrow 
I met with my first setback. My intention was on reaching Point 
Barrow to employ natives to take my outfit into the Colville, but there 
was not an able-lxnlied native at the Point. An epidemic had been 
raging along the coast and several deaths had already occurred, and by 
October 15, sixty-seven days afterwards, the death ratii was over 100. 
Doctor Marsh, missionary and physician, and Charles I). Brower, 
worked day and night assisting the poor creature^s and no doubt siived a 
great many. 1 was obliged to remain at Point Barrow from August 12 
to Novemlxir 23, when Doctor Marsh, who has charge of the reindeer, 
came to my rescue and proposed a trial with deer, as they had never 
been used in Alaska for this purpose, especially such a long journey. 
He was anxious to prove to the Government that they could l)e put to 
other uses than food and clothing. Al)out this time I felt somewhat 
discouraged, realizing that by remaining at Point Barrow all winter 
and starting out in the sunmier to reach my destination, I would lose 
the entire season of liK)3. We immediately went to work, had sleds 
built, harness made, and on the 23d of November, 1902, we started 
out, 3t) deer, 20 sleds (sleds carried about 250 pounds each, 1 deer 
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to sled), dog team of 8 dogs, 5 natives, my deputy and myself. It was 
a ease of breaking deer for seveml days, and afterwards a case of keep- 
ing wann, a difficult thing with the thermometer ranging from 40^ to 
50 -^ below zero. We expected to make the trip in about fifteen days, 
but it was just thirty days before we reached the Colville. It was not 
so })ad during the day while traveling, but making and breaking camp 
was awful. We had but a few hours daylight, the sun having disap- 
jK^ared November 19 (to hide away for sixty days). This accounted for 
length of time on the trail, as it was impossible to travel more than 
four or five hours a day. We kept along the coast most of the trip, 
cutting from point to point, and struck inland at Harrison Bay, three 
days before reaching here, and this is where the deer had it hard. 
Soft snow does not agree with them, and we lost three, simply dropped 
and died; as dog feed had given out they were useful for feed. In a 
country like this, no road houses or settlements, I must say ''give me 
deer in preference to dogs." This dog- feed proposition is a hard one; 
a man can not make a long journey and pack provisions for himself 
and sufficient dog feed. Altogether the deer were a success. We had 
deer four or five years old and broke them on the trail; this all took 
time and delayed us. With well-broken deer the same journey could 
be made in twelve or fifteen days. 

Marsh has agreed to keep the deer on the trail until the whole outfit 
of 17 tons reaches me. Arriving here in midwinter has caused us 
many inconveniences. It was impossible to find any wood above the 
snow; so we were obliged to put up a 12 by 14 tent, banking it in with 
snow and brush, and I must say we have been very comfortable. But 
living in a tent in this country is no summer outing. Gathering wood 
gives us plenty of exercise, so I guess we will pull through until sum- 
mer, when we will rebuild a good house. We are located at the Itkilik 
River, about 70 miles from the mouth of the Colville. Around us are 
several igloos ^containing 20 natives, and the town of Jarvis is now pre- 
pared to receive the summer rush. The river at this point is about a 
half mile wide and from indications carries an immense volume of water 
in the early summer. Willows in abundance can be found on the Col- 
ville and all its tributaries and coal in several localities. We will sam- 
ple the coal early in the summer and I will send you report regarding 
same. The natives along the river are in a destitute condition, living 
solely on a fish diet from about December to July. At present I 
should judge that there are about 50 in all along the river. They leave 
here in July and gather at the mouth of the Colville or at Beechj'^ 
Point, about 10 miles to the eastward, where they remain all summer 
trading with passing vessels. Instead of trading for flour, etc. , it is 
whisky. Last year McKenzie (Captain Jarvis knows him of old) 
arrived there first and did a land-office business, his chief article of 

« Native huts. 
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trade bein^ whisky. Leaving here as they do early in the season and 
returning in October, they fail to put up a supply of meat or fish for 
the winter. On our arrival here they crowded around and wanted 
everything in sight. I have given them several good talks and let 
them understand that they can expect nothing from the white man 
unless they do something for themselves. If we should start in to 
feed them our outfit would last but a few months and we would get no 
thanks for it. They bring around useless trinkets to trade for flour, 
sugar, etc., but no furs; these are saved for the summer trade on the 
coast. I intend next summer to explore as much of the upper river as 
possible; no white man and very few of these natives have been any 
distjinco from here. 1 will then be able to write you more intelligently 
regarding the country. We are but a short distance from the foothills. 
Clear days they can be seen from an elevation; from the coast to them 
I should judge the distance to be alx>ut 100 miles. At Camden Bay, 
about 120 miles from the mouth of the Colville River, the mountains 
reach the coast (Franklin Mountains), thus forming a half circle from 
Icy Cape to Camden Bay, forming a vast basin extending along the 
coast 400 miles and inland at greatest distance about 200. 1 expect to 
see a good many prospectors in here next summer. The country is a 
vast one and it will take years to thoroughly prospect it. We have pro- 
visions for a three gears' stay, and I hope at the expimtion of that time 
I will be obliged to go out for more. As soon as the ground com- 
mences to thaw we will start to dig our summer cache. In this we 
connnence to pile ducks and geese, and later deer and fish for winter 
use. A hole is dug about 12 feet deep and 6 feet square and covered 
with willows and tundra about 4 feet above the surface; entrance is 
made b}^ a ladder from a manhole at the top; in this way everything is 
kept frozen all summer. I will endeavor to induce the natives to fol- 
low our example, but I am afraid the work will not agree with them. 
At the present moment a couple of natives are watching me write or 
talk on paper. I have told them that I am talking to the big Umalik 
(chief or ciiptain); they wanted to know when he would come in and if 
he had plenty of kowkow (food). We are getting (juite proficient in the 
language, there is nothing like l)eing obliged to make yourself under- 
Btood. With the promise of writing you a more interesting letter at 
the close of next summer, I must close by wishing you every success 

in your new district. 

* • • • • • • 



Yours, very truly, 

Hon. James Wickersham, 

Valdez^ Alaska. 

«, I)oc. 210, 5H-2 12 



E. L. Bosgui. 
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TAIL DL- CHAILLl* INIK)I{S1^S TlIK INTKODU<mON OF REINDEER 

INTO ALASKA." 

That siiine oveninj,' (it has to Ini called so for the sake of distinction) 
I st<M)<l out on the brow of the hill looking at the fjord and Arctic 
Oiean. Suddenly Alaska came to mv mind * * * and I said to 
mysi^lf, ** Why should not Ahiska luive its fishing towns, settlements, 
and hamlet-!, like those of Finmarken, and l)Ccome as prosperous as 
thciountry I have traveled through T' There is a wonderful simi- 
larity lK»tween these two countries; they are l)oth exactly in the sjime 
latitude; they have the same kind of barren coast bathed by a warm 
stream, and lK>th have fjords. 

Alaska has immcMise shoals of codfish and herring besides salmon. 
lk)th have their long nights, and then long days of midnight sun. We 
must give inducements to the ix^opleof Finmarken to come to Alaska. 
Thc»y will lind in their new country something similar to the one they 
have* lc»ft, uikI thc\v will enjoy the siune life. California and Oregon 
will i)r()vide the |K»ople with flour and send them delicacies and prod- 
ucts of their State, and take in return the cod and herring. The 
southern Ameriean countries would l)e a great market for their codfish. 

Then I thought that the only way to make Alaska prosperous even- 
tually is to do exactly what the Swedes and Norwegians have done 
for thc^ir country in the far north. The fisheries must be protected, 
and the laws regulating them nmst be enforcjed. Then, as on the 
Finmarken coast, towns, hamlets, and fishing settlements will rise in 
the course of time, and the wealth of the people will come from the 
fish — their gold from the sea. Then we shall have more American- 
born sailors to man our ships. * * * 

Then we must imix)rt many reindeer and establish the same laws in 
regard to them and their pasture as the Swedes and Norwegians have 
done. A great many of these reindebr must be broken and brought 
up to eat reindeer moss. Samoides and Laplanders must be induced to 
come to Alaska; they know how to take care of the reindeer; they are 
accustomed to law and order, and they are absolutely honest. * * * 

Wherever there is a little good grazing land houses and farms of 
refuge and post stations where reindeer can be procured must be 
built by the Government in the interior, so that people can find refuge 
from the terrific storms that blow over Alaska, and 1 can not realize 
how they could be fiercer than those I had encountered in Finmarken. 
W^ith reindeer and skees traveling will become easy and good dis- 
tances will be made in a short time. 

« Extracts from ''The Land of the Long Night." Published by Charles Scribner's 
Sons, New York. 
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DECENNIAL REVIEW OF THE INTRODUCTION OF DOMESTIC REINDEER 

INTO ALASKA. a 

By Gilbert H. Grosvknor, EditxDr of National Geographic Magazine. 

Twelve years ago Dr. Sheldon Jackson brought his first herd of 16 
reindeer across Bering Strait from Siberia and started his reindeer 
colony at Unalaska, off the })leak coast of Alaska. Many then smiled 
at the experiment and declared his plan for stocking the great barrens 
of northwestern Alaska with thousands of the animals which for cen- 
turies had been indispensable to the natives of Lapland and Sil)eria 
was impracticable and wasteful of time and good money. But the 
experiment prospered from the very fii-st. Other reindeer, number- 
ing nearly 1,000 in all, during the succeeding years were brought over 
from Siberia. To-day there are nearly 6,000 head in the various heitls 
distributed along the Alaskan coast from Point Barrow to Bethel. 
The existence of the 20,000 natives of northwestern Alaska, as well as 
the success of the miners who are beginning to throng into the interior 
of the territory in the far north, are dependent u|X)n these domestic 
reindeer; their clothing, their food, their transportation, their utensils, 
and their shelter are all furnished them by the reindeer. 

The reindeer entei*prise is no longer an experiment, although still 
in ita infancy. There are 400,000 square miles of barren tundra in 
Alaska where no horse, cow, sheep, or goat can find pasture; but 
everywhere on this vast expanse of frozen land the reindeer can find 
the long, fibrous, white moss which is his food. There is plenty of 
room for 10,000,000 of these hardy animals. The time is coming 
when Alaska will have great reindeer mnches like the great cattle 
mnches of the Southwest, and they will be no less profitable. 

The story of the inception and growth of the reindeer enteiprise in 
Alaska is very interesting and is not genenill}' known. During an 
extended trip of inspection of the missionary stations and Government 
schools in Alaska, in the sunmier of 1890,* Dr. Sheldon Jackson was 
impressed with the fact that the natives in arctic and subarctic Alaska 
were rapidl}'^ losing the sources of their food supply. Each year 
the whales were going farther and farther north, beyond the reach 
of the natives, who had no steamships in which to i)ursue them; the 
walrus, which formerly had been seen in herds of thousands, were dis- 
appearing; the seals were l)ecoming exterminated, and in winter the 
Kskimo had to tramp 15 to 20 miles out on the ice l>efore he could 
catch one. The modern hunter, with his steam launches and nipid-fire 
guns, had found the whales, walrus, and seals such easy prey that he 
was ruthlessly destroying them. Also the wild caribou, that the native 

"R4»printe<l bypennit«ion from the National (fe<»grai)liir Magazine for April, 1903. 

^Dr. Sheldon Jairkson firnt viHite<l Alaska in 1877, in the interest of HchooL) and 
niiHuionH. lie made a Hecond trip in 1879. Other visits followed, and mnce hJH 
ap{K)intnient an general agent of education in Alaska, in 1885, he ha^ made annual 
YLsitM to the Territory. 
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had easily captured before, had been frightened away and was rarely 
seen. 

Not only was the Eskimo losing his food, but what in an arctic cli- 
mate is no less important, his clothing as well. The whalebone, the 
ivory tusks of the walrus, the sealskin, and the oil had given him 
means of barter with the Siberian traders across the strait, from whom 
lie obtained reindeer skins to keep him wanii in winter. 

Doctor Jackson saw that unless something was done at once the 
United States would have to choose between feeding the 20,00() and 
more natives or letting them starve to death. The latter course was 
impossible; the former leather expensive, as supplies would have to 
be carried some 3,000 miles from. Seattle. The more enterprising 
Siberian, living on the opposite side of the stitiit under pmctically the 
same conditions of arctic cold, got along very nicely, as he had great 
herds of domestic reindeer to fall back upon when game was scarce. 
The same moss which covered so many thousands of miles of the plains 
of arctic Siberia was seen everywhere in Alaska. The tame reindeer of 
Siberia was practically the same animal as the wild caribou of Alaska, 
changed by being domesticated for centuries. Could not the Eskimo 
be made self-suppoiling by giving him reindeer herds of his own^ 

On his return to the United States, during the winter of 1891, Dr. 
Sheldon Jackson, in his annual report to Congress, asked for an 
appropriation to provide the money for importing a few deer. Con- 
gress was not convinced of the wisdom of such action, but several 
private persons were so interested that they placed $2,000 at Doctor 
Jackson\s disposal to begin the experiment. The first deer were brought 
pver that year. It was not long, however, Ix^fore the Government 
realized the impoilance of the movement, and, in 1894, appropriated 
the sum of $6,000 to continue the work. Later the appropriation was 
increased, and during the last several years has amounted to $25,000 
annually." 

« Congressional appropriations for the introduction into Alaska of domestic reindeer 
from SilKjria are as follows: 



1894 $6,000 

1895 7,500 

1896 7,500 

1897 , 12,000 

1898 * 12,500 

1899 12,500 



1900 f!25,000 

1901 25,000 

1902 25,000 

1903 25,000 



Total 158,000 



Congress intrusts the general charge of the work to the Bureau of Kducation, of 
wliicli Dr. William T. Harris is the distinguished hea<l; the fomuilation of plans and 
tlieir exei'ution is intrusted U) Dr. Sheldon Jacks<^)n, general agent of etiucation in 
Alaska. Doctor Harris, in his annual reix)rts to Congress, has vigorously urgeil the 
ini[)ortance of the work, and t<3 him credit is due for a large share of its success. 
Cai»t. M. A. Healy and the many otficers of the Kevenue-Cutter Service, whose 
vessels have year after year carried the agents of the Bureau back and forth and 
brought the reindeer from Sil>eria without charge, have also contributed to the 
success of the reindeer enterjirise. 
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The Siberians were at first unwilling to part with any of their 
reindeer. They were superstitious and, above all, afraid of competi- 
tion and loss of trade across the strait. Capt. M. A. Healy, who was 
commissioned to purchase the deer in 1891, was obliged to sail from 
village to village for 1,500 miles along the Siberian coast })efore he 
found an owner willing to barter his reindeer for American goods. 
None would sell the deer for cash. Of recent years the Siberians have 
been but little less reluctant to part with their deer, though the}^ could 
easily spare many thousands from their vast herds without knowing it. 

The first deer brought over were from the Chukches herds — a tough 
and hardy breed. Two years ago Lieutenant Bertholf was commis- 
sioned to go to Siberia and try to purchase some of the Tunguse stock, 
which are larger, stronger, and sturdier. Starting from St. Petersburg, 
after a long journey across Siberia, much of it by sled, he succeeded 
in purchasing several hundred Tunguse near Ola, hired a steamer, 
embarked the reindeer at Ola with 2,500 bags of reindeer moss, and 
finally landed 200 of the animals in good condition at Port Clarence. 
His experiences during his remarkable journey were most interesting, 
and are admimbly described in his report to Dr. Sheldon Jackson, 
published in 1902.« 

TTIE ESKIMO AS HERDERS. 

With careful training the Eskimos make excellent herders. They 
are by nature good imitators, though not inventive, and readily learn 
how to take care of the reindeer, to throw the lasso, to harness and 
drive the deer, and to watch the fawns. Siberian herders were at 
first imported to teach them, and later the more intelligent and effi- 
cient Laplanders, who have learned hy centuries of experience to give 
to the breeding of reindeer the care that we give to the breeding of 
cattle. In the winter of 1898 03 Laplanders and their families volun- 
teered to go to Alaska, the United States Government paying the 
expenses of their long journey of 10,000 miles. When th(»ir t<*rm of 
enlistment expired some reenlisted, some of them went home again, 
but the majority turned miners. Everyont* will be glad to know that 
at least two-thirds of the whole number made large fortunes in the 
Cape Nome gold fields. 

The reindeer herders have to })e watchful. Now and then reckless 
miners try to plunder the herds, or by their carelessness set fire to the 
moss. A fire will sweej) over the moss barrens, licking up ever}' fiber 
of the moss, as it sweeps over our western pniiries. A moss fire is even 
more destructive, for many years pass before the moss will grow again. 

At the end of a year's service the (lovernment makes a gift to 
deserving herdei*s of two or more reindeer. 



" Hoi>ort on the Introduction of Domestic Rein(i(»er into Ala*^ka. Hy SheUlon Jack- 
Hon, LL. I).. 1*K)1. Aj)i)endix, Kxptniition to Silxjria, rejxirt of J^icut K. P. Bertholf, 
pp. 130-1(;8. 
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REINDEEU RAISING AS AN INDUSTRY. 

When one considers that raising reindeer in Alaska is simple and 
the profits enonnous, one is surprised that as yet no one has really 
gone into the reindeer business, especially at Dawson, where a rich 
market awaits the reindeer farmer. 

A fawn during the first four years costs the owner less than $1 a 
year. At the end of the four years it will bring at the mines from 
$50 to $100 for its meat, or if trained to the sled or for the pack, is 
easily worth $100 to $150. 

The fawns are ver}^ healthy and but few die; the does are prolific, 
and after they arc 2 years of age add a fawn to the herd each year for 
ten years. Last year, out of 50 does 2 years and more of age in one 
herd, 48 had fawns, and of these only 5 died, 3 of which were lost 
through accidents or by the carelessness of the herder. 

The reindeer are so gregarious and timid that one herder can easily 
guard 1,000 head. The herder knows that if a few stray off he need 
not look for them as they will soon become frightened and rejoin the 
main herd. 

The does make almost as good sled deer as the bulls and geldings. 
They are slightly smaller and less enduring. 

The Chukches deer cost in Siberia about $-1 a head for a full-grown 
doe or bull. The fawns born in Alaska are larger and heavier than 
the parent stock. 

The Tunguse deer cost nearly $7.50 apiece. By the addition of the 
Tunguse breed it is hoped that the Alaska stock will be improved and 
toughened. 

The reindeer cow gives about one teacupful of very rich milk, nearly 
as thick as the best cream, and making delicious cheese. Mixed with 
a little water the milk forms a refreshing drink. The Siberians and 
Laplanders save the blood of slaughtered deer and serve it in pow- 
dered form. From the sinews tough thread is obtained. 

REINDEER EXPRESS. 

The Alaskan reindeer can hardly equal the speed of the Lapland 
deer, which Paul du Chaillu'* describes as making from 150 to 200 
miles a day, and sometimes 20 to 25 miles downhill in a single hour. 
A pair of them can pull a load of 500 to 700 jpounds at the rate of 35 
miles a day and keep it up weeks at a time. W. A. Kjellmann drove 
his reindeer express one winter 95 miles in a single day. 

Reindeer teams during the past winter carried the United States 
mail from Nome to Candle City, on the Arctic Ocean, a distance of 
260 miles. The teams had heavy loads of passengers and freight and 
made the distance in eight days. Dog teams would have required 
fifteen to twenty days for the trip. 

«The l^nd of the Long Night, Paul (hi Chaillu. Chas. ScribnerV Sons. 
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The reindeer can travel at night as well as in the daylight, and thus 
during the long arctic night when dogs are inefficient transportation 
is always possible with a reindeer team. 

The reindeer make good packers in summer. One hundred and 
fifty pounds is a fair load. They also can be ridden in the saddle, but 
not with much comfort until the rider learns how to adjust himself. 
In the Tunguse country the natives use their deer in summer as we 
would a mule or horse. It is no uncommon sight to see a Tunguse 
trotting along the shdre deerback. 

Lieutenant Bertholf describes the caravans of reindeer sleds in 
northeastern Alaska. Over 1,000 sleds leave Ola (see map) during the 
winter in caravans of about 100 each. A caravan of 100 sleds is man- 
aged by 10 men. Some years ago the Russian Government used 
horses on the caravan route from Ola to the Kolima River, but recently 
su})stitutccl reindeer, and now save $60,000 yearly by the change. 

One of the illustrations shows the leaders of Lieutenant Bertholf s 
party breaking a path through snow that reached to the belly of 
the deer. A strong, wiry deer, unmounted, was driven first. In the 
deep snow he could advance only by jumps, but his leaps broke the 
way somewhat for the next few deer, who were also unmounted. 
After a dozen or more unmounted deer had passed by, deer ridden by 
a boy and girl broke the path still farther, until deer with heavy loads 
could pass. Lieutenant Bertholf in this way broke his path for 160 
miles through the deep snow. 

When the caravan halts the deer are turned out to pasture untethered 
and allowed to wander as they will. The driver uses a switch to touch 
up the slothful, but ''some of the old deer do not seem to mind a 
switch any more than does an army mule." 

Another illustration shows a num})er of reindeer digging up the 
snow with their powerful hoofs to get at the moss l)eneath the snow. 
As soon as spring comes the deer abandons his diet of moss, which 
seems to })e most nutritive in winter, for willow sprouts, green 
grass, and mushrooms. The hoof of the reindeer is as wide as that 
of a g(Kxl- sized steer and prevents him from settling down into damp 
snow or miry soil. 

REINDEER IX)ANED BY TTIE GOVERNMENT. 

The United States (lovernment loans a certain number of the rein- 
deer to the mission stations or to individuals who have shown their 
a})ility, reserving the right, after three or five years, of calling ui)on 
the niission station or the individual for the sjime number of deer as 
coni|K)sed the original herd loaned. In 1SJ>4 the Congregational mis- 
sion at ('ape Prince of Wales was granted the loan of KK) deer. The 
mission has since paid l)ack the loan and now jwssesses in its own right 
1,(M)0 head. 
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A few of the herds, notably that at Cai>e Prince of Wales, have 
^rown HO large that the ownei-s are able to kill off some of the extra 
males for food for the families of the herders and to sell others to the 
butchers in the neighl)oring mining ramps. Last year deer for slaugh- 
ter })rought from §(jO to $100 each, while for male deer trained to har- 
ness miners gave as much as $150 apiece. The herders at this same 
station earned last winter $600 in gold for freighting with their rein- 
deer to the mining camps. The deer were worked in doul)le-trace 
harness like horses, and hauled on sleds 71>0 |X)unds each. 

Of the 60 individual owners of domestic reindeer in Alaska to-day, 
44 are Eskimos. Most of them have served a tive-year apprenticeship, 
and, having earned their deer, are competent to care for them. 

Each owner has his own individual mark, which is branded on the 
left or right ear of each of his deer. 

IMPORTANCE OF REINDEER TO »nSSION STATIONS. 

The Bureau of Education hopes that in time each mission station 
will possess a herd of at least 5,000 head. A reindeer herd at a mis- 
sion station in Arctic or sub-Arctic Alaska means, says Doctor Jackson: 

First. The permanence of the mission. Without it the natives are away from 
home a larger portion of the year in stuirch of food, and, since the advent of the 
miners, are incHneci to leave their homes and congrej^ate in the American villager 
at the mines, where they live by begging and immorality and soon disappear from 
the face of the earth. 

Second. It affords the missionary the opportunity of rewarding and encouraging 
those families that give evidence of being teachable by establishing them in the 
reindeer industry and thus greatly promoting their material interests. 

Third. With the increase of the herd it becomes a source of revenue through the 
sale of the surplus males at renmnerative prices to the miners and butchers. In a 
few years this revenue should be sufficient to entirely support the mission and 
thereby relieve the treasury of the central Missionary Society. 

Fourth. The possession of a herd insures to the mission family a continuous sup- 
ply of fresh meat. This to a family which is compelled to live largely upon salted 
and (!anned meats and canned vegetables is of no small benefit, promoting their 
comfort, health, and usefulness. 

Fifth. Reindeer trained to harness and sleds greatly increase the efficiency and the 
comfort of the missionary in ministering to outlying native settlements. 

REINDEER FROM LAPLAND. 

The vast majority of the American people have an idea that the rein- 
deer experiment in Alaska proved a failure long ago, simply because 
of the widely advertised unsuccessful attempt in 1898 of bringing deer 
from Lapland. Only once have reindeer been brought from Europe 
for Alaska, and that attempt was unsuccessful, not because the rein- 
deer could not live in their new home, but because of the wretched 
transportation given them from Seattle to their Alaskan destination. 

In December, 1897, rumors were started that American miners in 
the Yukon Valley were in danger of starvation. Congress appropri- 
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ated a large sum for their relief, and commissioned Dr. Sheldon Jack- 
son to go to Norway and Sweden to purchase 500 reindeer broken to 
the harness, with sleds, harness, and drivers, for hauling supplies from 
the head of Lynn Canal to the destitute miners, 1,000 miles away. 

Doctor Jackson reached Europe in January, purchased 520 trained 
deer, gathered 68 Lapp drivers with their families, embarked them all 
on one ship, and sailed for New York from Trondhjem February 4. 
Only one deer died on the voyage of twenty-four days, though the trip 
was a most tempestuous one, and the deer in pens on the deck were 
drenched day and night by the seas that broke over them. At New 
York special trains met the cxi)edition and carried them across the 
continent to Seattle without the loss of a single deer. Then the trou- 
bles began. The supply of moss brought from Norway became 
exhausted and the deer did not like the grass of Seattle. There was 
delay in securing a vessel to transport the expedition to the head of 
Lynn Canal, and further delays at Lynn Canal, and no moss to be found 
there. Nearly 300 of the reindeer died of starvation before the moss 
fields at the head of the Chilkat Kiver, about 50 miles from Lynn 
Canal, were reached. The remaining 200 were too weakened to endure 
the long journey to the Yukon Valley, and the relief expedition had 
to be abandoned, but fortunately not before the country had learned 
that the miners in the Yukon had abundant supplies, and that the 
relief expedition had been unnecessary. 

The Laplanders who had been brought over were distributed among 
the reindeer stations and employed to teach the natives. 

RELIEF OF WHALERS AT POINT HARROW. 

The first forcible realization of the wisdom of the Government in 
stationing reindeer herds in Alaska came to the American people in 
the winter of 1897-98. In the fall of 1S1)7 word was received that 
eight whaling ships had been imprisoned in the ice near Point Barrow, 
and that the 400 American seamen aboard were stranded without food 
for the long wint(^r, till the ice should opiMi in July. No vessel of 
relief could get within 2,000 miles of the party, or nearer than Denver 
is to Boston. There was no known method by which provisions could 
b<» dragged overland. If the Government had not five years In^fore 
commenced the introduction of the reindeer, most of these 400 men 
would have stiirved to death Ix^fore help nniched them. Fortunately 
there were large herds of reindeer at Cape Nome and at Cape* Kodney, 
over l,Oi>0 miles by land from Point Barrow, or farther than Chicago 
is from New York. The Govenunent hurried the revenue-cutter Ih.ar 
north from Seattle, carrying three brave volunteers — Lieut. David II. 
Jarvis, Lieut. Ellsworth P. liertholf, ami Dr. Samuel .1. Call. The 
three men were* landed Deceml)er 1^>, ISJ>7, at Cape Vancouver, obtained 
some dog teams from the natives, and commenced their dreary journey 
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of 2,0<M) miles through the arctic ni^rht to Point Rjirrow. Thoy col- 
lected a])Out 450 reindeer from the herds at Rodney and Nome, and 
then, with reindeer instead of dojr sleds, and with Mr. \V. T. Lopp, 
agent of the American Missionary Society at Cape Princ(^ of Wales, 
and Charley Arisartook, a native, and sevend herders, they pushed on 
throujifh the storms and bitter cold of an arctic winter, driving the 
deer before them. After a journey of three months and twelve days, 
on March 2J), 1S9S, they reached the destitute whalers, just in time to 
sjive them from great suffering and death. 

In heroism, pluck, and endurance the journey of these men has 
nirely been equaled. Congress voted its thanks to thc^ gaUant rescuers 
and awarded them sj)ecial medals of honor, but in the excitement 
aroused throughout the countr>^ by the rapid succession of events of 
the Spanish- American war their work was ahnost unnoticed. 

Since that time a reindeer herd has l)een kept at Point Barrow, so 
th(»re is no longer danger of ice-imprisoned whalers perishing from 
starvation. The experience also showed the faithfulness of the Kskimo. 
Mr. Lopp had left his wife at his stiition, the only white person 
among 4(K) natives, but during his absence of nearly five months she 
received nothing but constant courtesy and kindness from them. 

DEVELOPMENT OF ARCTIC AND SUBARCTIC ALASKA DEPENDENT ON THE 

REINDEER. 

The original motive in bringing the reindeer to Alaska was purely 
philanthropic — to give the native a permanent focxl sup]>ly. 

Since then the discovery of large and valuable gold deposits upon 
the streams of arctic and subarctic Alaska has made the reindeer a 
necessity for the white man as well as for the Eskimo. Previous to 
the discovery of gold there was nothing to atti-act the white settler to 
that desolate region, but with the knowledge of valua])le gold deposits 
thousands will there make their home, and towns and villages are 
already springing into existence. 

But that vast region, with its perpetual frozen subsoil, is without 
agricultural resources. Groceries, breadstuffs, etc., must be procured 
from the outside. Steamers upon the Yukon can bring food to the 
mouths of the gold-bearing streams, but the mines are often many 
miles up these unnavigable streams. Already great difficulty is experi- 
enced in securing sufficient food ]>y dog-train transportation and the 
packing of the natives. The miners need reindeer transportation. 

Again, the development of the mines and the growth of settlements 
upon streams hundi*eds of miles apart necessitate some method of speedy 
travel. A dog team on a long journey will make on an average from 
15 to 20 miles a day, and in scmie sections can not make the trip at all, 
because they can not c^irry with them a sullicumt supply of food for the 
dogs, and can procure none in the country through which they travel. 
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To facilitate and render possible frequent and si)eedy communication 
between these isolated settlements and growing centers of American 
civilization, where the ordinary roads of the States have no existence, 
and can not be maintained except at an enormous expense, reindeer teams 
that require no beaten roads, and that at the close of a day's work can 
be turned loose to forage for themselves, are essential. The introduc- 
tion of reindeer into Alaska makes possible the development of the 
mines and the support of a million miners. 

The reindeer is to the far north what the camel is to the deseil 
regions — the animal which God has provided and adapted for the pecul- 
iar special conditions which exist. The greater the degree of cold 
the better the reindeer thrives. Last winter a party with a reindeer 
team made a day's journey with the temperature at 73^' below zero. 
On a long journey through an uninhabited country a dog team can not 
haul sufficient provisions to feed themselves. A deer with 200 pounds 
on the sled can travel up and down the mountains and over the plains, 
without a road or trail, from one end of Alaska to the other, living on 
the moss found in the country where he travels. In the four months' 
travel of 2,000 miles, from Port Clarence to the Kuskokwim Valley 
and back, by Mr. W. A. Kjellmann and two Lapps, w ith nine sleds, 
1896-97, the deer were turned out at night to find their own provisions, 
except upon a stretch of the Yukon Valley below Anvik, a distance of 
40 miles. 

The great mining interests of central Alaska can not realize their 
fullest development until the domestic reindeer are introduced in suffi- 
cient numl)ers to do the work of supplying the miners with provisions 
and freight and giving the miner speedy communication with the out- 
side world. 

The reindeer is equally important to the prospector. Prospecting 
at a distance from the base of supplies is now impossi})le. The pros- 
pector can go only as far as the 100 pounds of provisions, hiankets, 
and tools will last, and then he must return. With lo head of rein- 
deer, packing 100 pounds each, making half a ton of supplies, he can 
go for months, penetrating regions himdreds of miles distant. 

FUTUKE OF REINDEER INDUSTRY. 

Even if no more reindeer are imported from Siberia, if the pre.sent 
rate of increase continues, doubling every three years — and there is no 
reason whv it should not — within less than twentv-five vears there will 
1h5 at least 1,000,(MK) domestic reindeer in Alaska. This is a conserva- 
tive estimate, and allows for the deer that die from natural causes and 
for the many (hat will be slaughtered for food. In thirt3'-five 3'ears 
the numlHM' may reach nearly 10,000,(K)0 head, and Alaska will be ship- 
ping each year to the United States anywhere from 5(K),0(K) to 1,000,000 
reindeer carc^asses and thousands of tons of delicious hams and tongues. 
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At no distant day, it may be safely predicted, long reindeer trains 
from arctic and subarctic Alaska will roll into Seattle and our most 
western cities like the great cattle trains that now every hour thunder 
into the yards of Chicago. liefore the end of the j)resent century 
Alaska will be helping to feed the 2CK),(MM),(M)() men and women who 
will then be living within the present borders of the United States. 



THE CARIBOU. « 
Bv Madison Grant. 

The name caribou is one of the few names manufactured by the 
American . pioneers to describe an animal found here. Unlike the 
name moose, which is of Indian origin, caril>ou is a modern French- 
Canadian corruption of " carr6-boeuf " — or square ox — a word not 
without a certain descriptive power. The Algonkin equivalent is 
an-en-a-dik. 

The term "caribou" is properly applied to all the American species 
of the genus Em\(j)fei\ while the word "reindeer" is limited to the 
Old World forms. In Europe, however, the latter name covers the 
entire genus. 

The origin of the word reindeer is of considerable interest. The 
first sylhible, rein in English, raine in Dutch, renne in French, and 
renn-thier in German, are not only equivalents, but are also related 
to the Latin-French form rangi-fer. The I^app word reino, meaning 
pasturage, should also be noted. Curiously enough, the second S3'lla- 
ble of reindeer, rennthier, and rangifer are also of a common origin. 
Beginning with the Greek therion, a wild beast, we have Latin ferum 
b}'^ the metamorphosis of the th into f , and both equivalent to thier in 
German; and this latter by a similar transformation of the th into d, 
becoming deer in English. 

CLASSIFICATION. 

Before going into a detailed description of the genus, it may be 
well to briefl}^ summarize the different classifications which obtain at 
present, but which will probably be subjected to considei-able altera- 
tion in the future by new discoveries. Many of the species, especiall^^ 
those of the extreme north of America, are rapidly diminishing in 
numbers, and it is most important that they should be thoroughly 
studied at once. 

In describing the genus Rangifer^ European naturalists have until 
recently held that there was but one species with a circumpolar distri- 
bution. Lately, however, they have partly yielded to the American 
view, and admitted the existence of either two or three distinct species. 

« Reprinted from the Seventh Annual Report of the New York Zoological Society. 
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In the former case they identify the old world reindeer with the Bar- 
ren Ground Caribou, to which indeed it in closely allied. Judge Caton 
made a very serious error in identifying the reindeer with our Wood- 
land Caribou. 
The most recent European classification is as follows: 

1. Rangifer tarandus tijpicus. 

2. RiiiKjifer iaranduH Hpilzhertjewna. 

3. Rangifer taratidn^ caribou. 

4. Rangifer tarandus terrimovx. 

5. Rangifer (arandnH graidandicus. 

6. Rangifer tarandus arctiais. 

The differences between these types entitle them, under this system, 
only to subspecific rank. This classification separates the Spitzbergen 
form from the typicjil Scandinavian reindeer, chiefly on the ground of 
its smaller size, but ignores the existing Siberian forms, concerning 
which very little authentic information is available. 

The writer believes that all the existing species should be divided 
into two groups: 

I. The liarren Ground Caril)ou. 
II. The Woodland Caribou. 

and that the species should l>e classified as follows: 

I. Bakuen Ctround Gakibou. 

(a) European species. 

1 . Rangifer tarandus^ Northern Euroi)e and Siberia. 

2. Rangifer spitzltergensis^ Spitzbergen. 
8. Undeseribeil Siberian races, Siljeria. 

(6) American species. 

1. RangiftT gra^nlandicus^ (xret^nland. 

2. Rangifer pearifi, Ellesniere I^nd. 

'X Rangifer arcticus^ Extnniie north of America and the Arc- 

tic Islands. 

4. Rangifer grant! ^ Alaskan Peninsula. 

5. Rangifer st^neiy Cook Inlet. 
*i. Undescribed American nu^es. 

II. W(H)I)LANI) C-ARIBOU. 

^Vmerican species. 

1. Rangifer temmorn\ Newfoundland. 

2. Rangifer earifnm, Canada, Maine, west to ManitoUi. 

'A. Rangifer mantannn^ R(M'ky Mountains f mm Matio t<> Central 

British C^tlumbia. 

4. Rangifer osfH/rni^ Cassiar Mountains of British C/olumbia, 

north wan! . 

5. rnd*»siTilHMl .Vmericmi forms, Alaska and A ri'tic Canada. 

These types will 1x3 considered in detail further on. 
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BASIS OF CLASSIFICATION. 

All classitication is, in the first instance, a question of definition. 
To-day nearly all the large North American mammals are undergoing 
a systematic revision. There is a wide divergence of opinion as 
to whether or not certain departures from accepted types should be 
recognized as species or merely as local races. The determination of 
this question naturally depends upon the impoiianco attached by 
different zoologists to the cliaracters upon which distinctions are based. 

Most of the distinctions between caribou species are based on size, 
color, and antler development. The writer is perfectly aware of the 
uncertainty of any of these tests. Size alone does not often form a 
sufficient reason for specific distinction. Color, especially in an animal 
subject to seasonal variations, is apt also to be an uncertain factor, 
and the warning of Linnaeus — ne nimium crede colori — has been too 
often ignored by zoologists. 

Antler development is, if anything, a more variable quantity than 
either of the preceding characters. There is a wide range of irregu- 
larity in the antlers of all deer, reaching what is perhaps it« maximum 
among the various groups of caribou. Animals in the same heard may 
differ widely in this respect. Even the antlers carried in the successive 
years of an animal's growth may and often do vary, and the two 
antlers on the same animal may not be symmetrical. Nevertheless, 
within the extreme limits of this irregularity there are certain types 
of architecture which, though clearly defined, are diflScult to describe. 
This is true of nearly all the genera of the deer family. 

The antlei*s of the Scandinavian elk and of the two species of moose 
are generally distinguishable, as are also antlers of the Virginia deer 
from certain localities. Furthermore, it is often possible to pick out 
moose antlers from the Rockies from those of eastern Canada. 

The above remarks apply to the caribou with peculiar force. The 
caribou from Newfoundland can be distinguished from those of the 
mainland by those who have suflScient experience in this matter, 
although the distinction might defy definition in words. The typical 
eastern forms of antlers could not possibly be mistaken for a typical 
antler from the northwestern United States or from British Coliunbia. 
Selected specimens from each locality might be found closely approx- 
imating, but, nevertheless, the main statement remains true that one 
familiar with the modifications of caribou antlers could, in many cases, 
name the locality of a typical set of antlers. 

When the antlers are distinguishable, and the color of the pelage of 
two animals at the same season is in marked contrast, and still further 
when there is added to these two characters a third — size — sometimes 
extremely marked, as between the Barren Ground and the Woodland 
groups, sometimes less extreme, as between the British Columbian 
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forms and the Eastern Woodland, we have a group of variations 
clearly indicating that the extremes of the genus in the different por- 
tions of the range are at least well on the road toward forming distinct 
species. 

When, in addition to the permanent variations in size, color, and 
antlers, well-marked anatomical features are found in the skulls or 
other part of the bony structure, the case in favor of specific rank 
becomes greatly strengthened. 

When the ranges of two species adjoin or overlap, careful search 
must be made for intermediate and annectent forms. Such forms 
may be found among the western Woodland caribou, where it is within 
the possibilities that R. moyitamm and R, oisbonil merge, although there 
is as yet no evidence of this. 

We have some twenty-odd specimens from the Cassiar Mountains, 
and all clearly indicate a species distinct from the southern fonn. We 
are not so fortunate in our specimens from the habitat of R, imm- 
tanus. So far as known, all Alaskan caribou belong to the barn^n 
ground group, in spite of the general impression to the contrary. 
R, of<h(frnl probably crosses the eastern border for a short dLstance. 
On the south coast of Alaska R. stonei is an isolated and clearly defined 
species, and unless specimens are disc^overed on the mainland it will 
probably be exterminated before we know much more al>out it. 
R, (jranti^ inhabiting the extreme west of the Alaskan Peninsula, 
has, tlianks to the agency of man, been sepai-ated from its nearest rela- 
tives, so that we have lost whatever foniis there may have existed 
intermediate between it and its close kindred on the Arctic coast. 

This last example is very suggestive of the manner in which species 
originated. A group of animals spreading over a large and diversified 
area slowly evolves variations in conformity with local conditions. 
As long as there is a continuous intermingling of all the members 
of the original group, the development of distinguishing characters is 
held in check. When for any reason this distribution ceases to be 
continuous, as by a severance of land connections, by the disiippear- 
ance of water or forest in some particular tract, or, ))y jxirsecution by 
enemies, and the isolation caused thereby is maintained sufficiently 
long, the group is l)roken up, interbreeding ceases, and free play is 
given to tendencies toward divergence. Perhaps another change in 
l(K'al conditions occurs, resulting in the migration of one of the new 
groups back into the territory of another. If the isolation has con- 
tinued sufficiently long to do its work, the two fonns are distinct, and 
we have, side by side, two animals recognized as different s{HM-ies. 
Such is the case at the i)oint where the range of the Imrren ground 
and the woodland caribou groups overlap. Such is the case in the 
West, where the ranges of the black-tail and the white-tiiil deer over- 
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lap. Such is the case in Ala^ika, where members of the grizzly and 
brown bear j^roups range over the same country. 

The case of the Virginia deer {(h^H'tnleuis rinjinlanui<) is in point. 
This deer ranges from lower Canada and Maine, in varying abundance, 
to the Gulf States and Mexico. In this enormous extent of country 
local conditions have produced their expected results. As we go 
south this deer Ixjcomes a smaller and more delicate animal, the antlers 
simpler and lighter, until a Florida or Mexican specimen placed beside 
one from Maine or Canada would show a degree of divergence in size, 
color, and antlers clearly sufficient to constitute a separate species. 
As a matter of fact, these outlying tyjx^s are recognized as subspecies, 
and 1 greatly doubt whether a hunter, starting in Quebec or New 
Brunswick, and securing a continuous series of specimens as he passed 
down through Maine and New England, through tlie Adirondacks and 
Pennsylvania along the line of the Blue Kidge to the Gulf States, and 
thence to Mexico, could at any point in his travels tind the locality 
where one group ends and another begins. As he progressed one 
type woidd fade into another, new characters appearing in an ever- 
increasing percentage of individuals. If, by some convulsion of 
nature, the deer of the Central States were destroyed and the Maine 
deer driven into Florida or Mexico — and such migrations hav^e been 
common since terrestrial life first appeared — two valid species would 
exist in Florida. The Columbian black-tail dwindling to the north 
into the Sitka deer furnishes a similar case. 

These examples are parallel in the case of the caribou. Individuals 
taken from widely distant points on the Pacific coast show widely 
different characters. So do deer taken from Maine, Florida, and 
Mexico. In the case of the deer, we know that intermediate types 
exist, and yet different subspecies are recognized from the localities 
just mentioned. In the case of the caribou we do not know whether 
intermediate types exist or not. If they do not exist, the question of 
the specific distinction of the forms described in this article may be 
considered settled. If they are found to exist, their case will be analo- 
gous to that of the Virginia deer, and the so-called species will fall to 
the rank of subspecies or local races. 

The distinction between a species and a subspecies is founded on 
this very point. Several groups of animals, presenting characters of 
a certain value, and without intermediate forms, constitute as many 
different species. Groups of animals with the same characters, but 
fading imperceptibly into one another, are recognized as subspecies. 
Many types recognized now as subspecies arc being rapidly raised to 
the rank of full species through the agency of man and his repeating 
rifle, and long before the last word on this subject has been said th^ 
animals themselves^ in many instances, will have disappeared. 
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DISTINCTION IN TYPE. 

Before turning to the di.strilmtion of species, it may he well to 
brietly mention the several characters which distinguish the genus 
RaiHjifiV as a whole from the other genera of the deer family. 

All the members of this subdivision of the Cervidte are extremely 
migratory in their habits, far more than any other deer, and conse- 
quently range over large areas. Their most distinguished character, 
however, is to be found in the structure of the bones of the foot, where 
the so-called dewclaws attached to the ends of the metacarpal bones 
are functional, and are of use not only on glare ice but in snow and 
in the soft moss}^ bogs and barrens the caribou frequent. If the 
development of the metacarpal bones be given much weight, the near- 
est allies of this genus would })e the moose and the American deer 
{OdocoileU's), With the former, further affinity is suggested by the 
palmation of the antlers. Both the metacaipal structure and palma- 
tion, however, are probably cases of parallel development, and would 
not indicate any close relationship. The palmated antlers of the fallow 
deer present another example of such parallelism. 

The presence of small horns on the females of this genus is in strik- 
ing contrast to their absence in all the other members of the deer 
famil}'. An effort has been recently made to show that in the ancestral 
deer antlers were present in both sexes, in which case their persistence 
among the cari})ou should be considered a primitive chamcter. I can not 
see any reason why this theory should be adopted in preference to the 
older view, which considered all antlers to be secondar}' sexual char- 
acters, and the antlers of the female caribou an actiuired nither than a 
primitive character. This point remains, however, unsettled. 

In the woodland caribou group one of the brow antlers is frequently 
enormously developed, projecting far down on the face, sometimes to 
the exti'emity of the nose, and serving as a guard to the eyes and face 
during the combats of the stiigs. This development of one or both of 
the brow antlers is considered by some of the European natumlists 
to b(» so charact<Mistic of the Ameriam woo<lland caribou that thej^ 
rely upon it alone to distinguish the American woodland from the 
barren-ground carilH)u as well as from the old world species. Several 
magnificent heads of the barren-ground caribou from I^ibnidor, \\\ the 
Smithsonian at Washington, show one heavily palmated brow antler, 
and constMiuently such palmation can not be conKned to the woodland 
group. Among the Newfoundland species both }»row antlers are 
occasionally heavily palmated and almost symmetrical. This double 
{mlmation occurs in one out of six or eight heads, but is nuich more 
rare in the woodland caribou of the mainhin(K and apfwirently occurs 
but seldom among the barren-ground caribou. 

S. DcK'. 210, 5H-2 13 
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FOSSIL FOR»IS. 

The distinction between the two types referred to above as the 
barren-ground caribou and the woodland caribou is found not only 
among the existing species but is clearly foreshadowed in the fossil 
remains found in the pre-Glacial and inter-Glacial deposits of the 
British Isles and continental Europe. The fossil reindeer found in the 
oldest Pleistocene deposits in Norwa}^ Ireland, western and southern 
France, and in the Pyrenees are practically identical with the existing 
Scandinavian species. The Pyrenees were their extreme southern 
limit, and it is probable that they appeared there only as winter 
migrants. 

In these deposits the antlers referable to the barren-ground group 
are round, slender, and long in proportion to the small size of the 
animal, and the beam and the tines, including the brow tine, are but 
little palmated. The antlers of the woodland caribou group, on the 
other hand, are flatter, thicker, and more heavily palmated, both on 
the beam and tines, especially the brow antler, while the tine immedi- 
ately above the brow antler, and corresponding to the beztine in the 
red deer (Cenm'S), is elaborately developed, and palmated in marked 
contrast to the same tine in the barren-ground group. The develop- 
ment of this tine the writer considers to be the most distinctive charac- 
ter separating the two t3^pes. There are also important differences in 
the angle of curve in the main l)eam. In Stone's caribou this tine is of 
a somewhat intermediate character. The fossil remains of the woodland 
caribou denote a larger animal, and this contrast in size holds good 
to-day between the existing sj^ecies of the two groups. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE VARIOUS SPECIES. 

At the beginning of the glacial period there was a land connection 
between Greenland, Spitzbergen, and Norway, which was in turn 
joined to Scotland and to Ireland, thence across England to the Conti- 
nent; and it was over this land connection that the Arctic barren 
ground caribou found its way into western Europe. At that period, 
those portions of Russia lying between the Black Sea and the White Sea 
and the major part of Sweden were entirely submerged, as well as a 
large part of northern and eastern Germany. This condition pre- 
vented the spread of this group into eastern I^urope at that time. Its 
extreme eastern limit was near Berlin, where in one of the oldest 
Pleistocene deposits fossil remains of the barren ground caribou have 
have l>een found. At a nmch later period, probably during the inter- 
glacial phase of the glacial period, a land connection was established 
across Russia, and an invasion of Siberian mannnalstook place, bring- 
ing with it the woodland caribou. This animal pushed as far west as 
England, the north and east of France, but never reached either Scan- 
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dinavia or Ireland, the latter having become detached from England 
at that time. 

In the lands lying south of the Baltic this woodland type abounded, 
increasing in nmnbers toward the east, but vanished before the his- 
toric period. Some mem))er of the genus, probably the existing rein- 
deer, persisted in the forests of northern EurojK? until compamtively 
recent times, and were known to the Romans as inhabitants of the 
(Jerman forests. In fact, there is some slight evidence of the exist- 
ence of reindeer in Caithness, Scotland, as late as the twelfth centuiy. 

All fossil remains found in Siberia and eastern Europe are of the 
woodland caribou type, but all existing species found in Europe or 
Siberia to-day belong to the barren ground group, with the possible 
exception of a i*ace in eastern Siberia, which may be found to belong 
to the woodland group. 

It thus appears that the separation of the two groups, the barren 
ground caribou and the woodland wiribou, dates from preglacial 
times, ixnd that the former entered Eurojx^ from the Arctic regions at 
a much earlier j>eriod than the latter. The woodland caribou, on the 
other hand, entered Europe from Sil>eria, and probably originated in 
northeastern Asia, together with much of the fauna common to the 
Eurasian and North American continents, so that although no wood- 
land caribou exists to-day in Europe, and while there is very little evi- 
dence of their existence in eastern Silxjria, it is probable that they 
entered North America from the Old World over the land connection, 
which, until recent times, existed across liering Stmit; and it was ))y 
this connection that North America received many of its best-known 
animals— the wapiti, the bison, the mounhiin sheep, the grizzly and 
brown bears, the wolverine, and the 1\- nx. 

It may })e noted in this connection that the fossil remaiiLs give us no 
good clew to the place of origin of the genus as a whole, but there is 
much negative evidence to indicate that it was in some Arctic land. 
In fact, all deer are clearly of northern origin. 

THE HAUKKN (JROUND CARIHOU. 

In contrast to the east Siberian origin of the woodland caribou, the 
tlu* original ctMiter of distribution of the barren ground caribou api>ears 
to have Ihmmi in the north Atlantic region. Possibly this group entered 
America by way of Greenland. At present, species of the barren 
ground group are found throughout northein Scandinavia and Lap- 
land, Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla, in suitable localities throughout 
Siberia, Alaska, the i)oi'tions of North America east and west of Hud- 
son Bay ))eyond the limit of tree growth, (irreenland, and the Arctic 
lands Iving to the north of the American continent. 

The Scandinavian reindeer (R(in(j!ft'r turandus) i.s, of course, the 
earliest and best known, and is the t3'pe of the whole genus. The 
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doiDcsticuted race is sniallor than the wild animals which still persist in 
the more inaccessible regions of Lapland. This relatively small size 
of the domesticated in conti'ast to the wild i*aces also holds good in 
Siberia. 

To the east of Lapland the reindeer extends tnroughout northern 
Russia and Siberia, in places as far south as the fifty-fourth parallel, 
and in the Ural regions as far south as the fifty -second pamllel. 
Throughout this vast extent of country it is more than probable that 
there are well-marked and distinct species, which could be established 
by a careful comparison of specimens from different localities. In 
fact, recent discov^eries indicate the existence of several distinct races 
of both the wild and domesticated reindeer in eastern Siberia. 

In the Government of Kazan it is said that the reindeer are of an 
exceedingly large size and that the females are without antlei-s. A 
snow-white reindeer has been reported recently (1902) from the mouth 
of the river Lena. This may be a new species, or, more probably, 
merel}^ the common form in its winter pelage. 

To the north of the Old World reindeer are aosent from Fi*ancis 
Joseph Land, but appear to abound in Nova Zembla and in Spitzbergen. 
The race in the latter islands {Ranglfer spitzhergensis) has clear claim 
to specific rank, chiefly on the ground of its size, which is far smaller 
than the type race, but also on account of well-defined characters in 
the skull. 

In America the different species of barren ground caribou all lie to 
the noith of the various members of the woodland group. The Green- 
land race is a separate species {Rangifer grw^nlundicus). Nearly all of 
the Parry Islands and other large land areas l3'ing between Greenland 
and the mainland are inhabited by barren ground caribou, formerly 
identified with those of the mainland {Rangifer aretlcus). 

A new barren ground caribou from EUesmere Land was described 
by Dr. •!. A. Allen on October 31, 1902, under the name of Rangifer 
pearyi. Its chief character is in the coloring, which is pure white, 
except for a large dark patch on the middle and posterior pail of the 
back. The new species is thus shaq^ly defined from the darker caribou 
of Greenland. Its nearest relatives will be found among the caribou 
now grouped together under the name of Rang if r arcficuH. It is very 
probnble that investigations among the Parry Islands, and other land 
masses to the north of the continent, will disclose intermediate forni^j 
between these two. 

Cari})ou, probably of this species, have been found as far north lis 
the neighborhood of Fort Conger, (hinnell Land, in latitude 82 -\ It 
appears to be the northernmost member of the genus, and shares with 
the nnisk ox and jK)lar bear the distinction of being one of the few 
land mammals able to maintain existence at that latitude. The New- 
foundland caribou had, before the discovery of this siHicies, been con- 
jb'jdaivd the whitest of the caribou. 
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On the American mainland west of Hudson Bay the typical barren 
ground caribou {liangifcrarcticwH) is found in large herds throughout 
the barren grounds, migmting in winter into the timber belt as far 
south as the neighborhood of the Churchill River, latitude 50^ north, 
and the southern end of Reindeer Lake. 

That a portion of the herds remain along the northern coasts through- 
out the wint<)r has been demonstrated by Mr. Andrew J. Stone. The 
recent investigations of this explorer have brought to light the inter- 
esting fact that the Mackenzie River throughout its entire length, 
including a belt of land 100 miles wide along its banks, is unin- 
habited by caribou, and appears to form the western limit of the 
Ramjifer arcticus. To the west of the river the carilx)u are nearly 
twice the size atttiined by those on the east, and further explorations 
in that country will probably show this west Mackenzie carilx)u to be a 
new species. The carilx)u on both sides of the Mackenzie River, how- 
ever, are threatened with extinction, owing to the increased number 
of whalers wintering on the northern coast. The natives are employed 
to bring in immense quantities of meat, and are supplied with firearms 
for that purpose. 

The portion of northern Alaska drained by the Colville River is 
inhabited by a caribou which probably will prove on investigation to bea 
new species, possibly identical with the West Mackenzie form above 
referred to. The mountains to the north of the Porcupine River in 
Alaska are said to contain a red caribou, cxtremel}^ rare, if not already 
exterminated. The caribou of the Kuskokwim River in southern 
Alaska is said also to be distinct,* but is probabl}" closely related to or 
the same as R. sUmei, All these undescribed Alaskan caribou will 
probably be found to belong to the barren ground group. 

Some five thousand domesticated reindeer from east Siberia have 
been introduced among the Eskimos of northwest Alaska. It is well 
within the probabilities that some of these animals may escape, and 
in time form a wild race. At all events such a possibility must 
hereafter be borne in mind. 

In the autimm of 1J)01 Mr. Andrew J. Stone discoverd a new species 
of Harren Ground caribou on the Alaskan Peninsula, far beyond the 
western limit of tree growth. Fifteen fine specimens were secured, 
and descri])ed by Dr. J. A. Allen, of the American Museum, as Rangi- 
fer (jranti,^ A group of these animals is now being mounted at the 
American Museum. Mr. Stone states that this caribou inhabits the 
barren land of the Alaskan Peninsula, ranging well up into the moun- 
tiiins in summer, but descending to the lower level in winter, generall}' 
feeding on the low, flat lands near the coast and in the foothills. 
They formerly lived in considerable numl)er8 on Unga Island, where 
they are now practically extinct. The only other island inhabited by 

" This 8j>eciett wa« nanie<I in honor of the* author of thin article. — Editor. 
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tliciu is Unimuk Island, at the western end of the Alaskan Peninsula. 
P^ornierly they were exceedingly abundant, but of late they have been 
greatly reduced in numbers through the agency of the market hunt- 
ers. The habitat of i?. (jranti is thus an isolated area in the treeless 
portion of the Alaskan Peninsula, and (formerl}^ at least) some of the 
adjoining islands at the western end of the peninsula. The nearest 
relations of the 7?. ijrantl are to be sought on the barrens of north- 
western Alaska, a district from which we have as 3^et no authentic 
specimens. 

The caribou of the Kenai Peninsula, Alaska {R, stonei)^ is very much 
larger than R. grant! ^ and appears to be the largest of the I^arren 
Ground group. The animal has a totally different scheme of horn 
architecture, as may be seen from the accompanying cut, and shows 
signs of approaching the 7?. oshorni and R, mfmtanvs toward the east 
and south. It is in fact an outlying member of the Barren (Jround 
group, approximating to the Woodland group. Between R, intone! 
and R. (jranii there is no near relationship. 

The caribou of the Kenai Peninsula, as stated above, constitute a 
well-marked species of the Barren Ground type. It was described in 
May, 11*01, by Doctor Allen, and named from the discoverer, Andrew 
J. Stone. As yet only three specimens are known. On the peninsuhi 
itself this fine animal seems to be on the verge of extinction, being 
now limited to one small herd, but it is highly probable it is to be 
found on the mainland west and north of Cook Inlet. A heavv bunch 
of white hairs in the front of the head and throat constitutes one of the 
most marked characteristics of this animal. The antlers are clearly of 
the Barren Ground cjiribou t3'pe, but present two marked peculiari- 
ties. These are the extreme length of the tines on the upper part of 
the main beam, and a peculiar structure of the antler above the brow 
antler, which, taken alone, is not unlike the antlers of th(^ American 
deer {OdocoUeufi), This animal is large and b}^ far the handsomest 
known species of th(^ Barren Ground group. Its relationship to the 
caribou of th(> north and east can not be determined until a full series 
of specimens is obtained. 

Of the Barren Ground cari])ou group there remains to be consid- 
ered those of Labnidor, but the caribou of the barren grounds to the 
east of the Coppennine River and noilh of Chesterfield Inlet need 
careful investigation, as do those of Southampton Island. 

W(» are indebted to Mr. A. P. Low, the Canadian explorer, for most 
of the knowledge we possess of the interior of the peninsula of Labni- 
dor, which includes one of the largest unexplored areas on the glol)e. 
Mr. Low states that there are three distinct herds of Barren Ground 
caribou on the barren and semi barren lands of the peninsula. These 
herds frequent the coast of Hudson Straits, Tngava Biiy, and the 
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Atlantic coast as far south as Hamilton Inlet. On the Hudson Bay 
coast thev are found only at present in small numbers to the north of 
Whale River, about the tifty-fourth parallel, and are beiiif^ rapidly 
exterminated ])y the Indians. It is probable that the Barren Ground 
caribou of Labrador occupy at times the same area in the interior as 
the woodland caribou {Raiujlfcv cai^ibmi). 

An interesting (luestion here arises as to whether the caril)ou of 
northern Labmdor and those of Baffin Land are identical, and as to the 
possibility of crossing Hudson Stmits, which lie ]>etwcen. Inasmuch 
as the Straits of Belle Isle appear to interpose a barrier sufficient to 
prevent the intermingling of the Newfoundland and mainland species, 
and as Hudson Straits are very much wider, and the probability of an 
ice bridge far more remote, it would seem that the two groups have 
been separated for a long period of time. It is highly proba))le, there- 
fore, that future investigiitions will develop some distinctive features 
])etween the Labrador animals and those of Baffin I^and and show a 
close relationship between the latter and the caribou of Ellesmere I^nd. 

Mr. Arthur Moore, of New York, led an expedition into the Hud- 
son Bay region during the summer of 1901 and obtained caribou on 
the mainland of Labmdor and on Salisbury Islands, lying on the Baffin 
Land side of Hudson Straits. He writes me as follows: 

The tideH are ho swift, and their rine and fall so considerable, that the ice does not 
afford a i>ni<*ticable road. Thin view is supported by the further fact that there is, 
and has been, no coninuinication Iwtwecn the Baffin I^nd an<l south shore P^jui- 
nios. Mon'over, where the lan<l bridge is least broken, the shores are very l)old, 
and consequently clear of iKjnnanent ice by reason of the most severe tide rips. The 
natural niovenient would Ik* from the south northward, as at the time of the spring 
migration the ice conditions would be most favorable after the winter's freezing; yet 
fewer carilxtu are rejwrted on the islands off the south shore than off the islands on 
the Batlin I^md coast. 

Salisbury Island is a large island, and is somewhat free from the strongest set of 
the Straits currents along its northern shore. The existence of Esi^juimos on this 
island proves that it nuist 1h> accessible from Baffin I>and shore; yet even here, on 
the nearest and most accessible large island, commmiicaticm has been so uncertain 
and difficult that from evidence <lniwn from the Salisbury natives I should judge 
that many years had elapstMl since their arrival, as I could gather from them no 
knowle<lge of Baffin I^nd or any inhabited lan<l in any definite lociition. 

Resolution Island, which is in sight of lH)th Baffin Land and North I^ibra<lor, is 
never visiteil by Ks4|uiinos, on account of the dangerous ice, and I imagine that 
few caribou ever travel to it, as men who have landiHl there say nothing of carilMm, 
and I should ex|K'ct to find such an island st(K*ked with c^rilx)U that had migrate<l 
there from the more disturbed lan<l inhabitetl by Ksijuimos. In the latter case the 
hunters wouM soon follow, ivs the Es<juimos always follow migrating deer, and 
often tlu'y can go where the caribou can not travel; conse<|uently the alwH'nce of 
hunters on the south coast islands, even the larger land masst»8, would argue against 
the mignition of rarilH)U to thes<Mlistricts. The only argument in favor of migration 
across the Straits is the presence of carilK)u on Siilisbury Island, which, as we have 
seen, is situate<l close to the Baffin Limd coast. 
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WOODIJIND CAIUBOU. 

The known range of the woodland caribou in North America extends 
from Newfoundland in the east, throughout Canada as far as the Cassiar 
Mountains of British Columbia and the Alaskan border in the west; 
and it is more than probable that the caribou known to inhabit the 
mountains west of the Mackenzie between the Dease and Pelly rivers 
belong also to this group. Passing over for the moment the New- 
foundland species, the typical woodland caribou, Eangifet' caribou^ 
ranges from Nova Scotia through New Brunswick and Maine to the 
St. Lawrence River. In Maine their numbers have greatly declined 
in the last few years, probably from some unknow^n epidemic; and 
then, too, in spite of the excellent game laws of that State, which have 
adequately protected the other large mammals. It formerly existed 
in small numbers in northern Vermont and New Hampshire, but it 
ma}' be stated in passing that there is absolutely no evidence of the 
existence of caribou in historic times in the Adirondacks, while there 
is much evidence of a negative character against it. 

On the north of the St. Lawrence this animal extends throughout 
the entire province of Quebec as far as the P^astMain River in Ijabi*a- 
dor. In the country to tlie north and east of Lake St. John, and on 
the southern watershed of Labrador, it has been nearly ext<»rminated, 
presumably by the devastating fires which have swept over this dis- 
trict in recent 3^ears. West of Lake St. John it is found to the height 
of land and northward to James Bay and Hudson Bay, and in small 
numbers between these bays and Lake Superior. It was found in 
northern Minnesota, l>ut I have been unable to verify Judge Caton's 
statement that in the early part of the century they occurred in small 
numbers on the southern shores of Lake Superior. 

The woodland caribou extends westward thoughout suitable forest 
areas in Manitol)a, Saskatchew^an, and Athabasca, to (ireat Slave I^ke 
on the north. In the neighborhood of the Churchill River, west of 
Hudson Bay, the range of this animal and the Barren (Iround carilwu 
from the north overlap at some seasons of the year, but there is no 
evidence of interbreeding. In west Canada it is holding its own well, 
owing to the fact that, unlike the Barren (hound caribou, it does not 
gather in large herds. Throughout most of the range the woodland 
cari})ou inhabits the same countr}- as the moose, although in the East 
it is generally found somewhat to the north of the latter. 

The cari})()u of western Canada have until recently presented some 
serious taxononiic difficulties. 

The mountains of northern Montana, Idaho, and Washington and 
the provinces of British Columbia and Alln^rta are inhabited by a 
caribou which has long been known as the "'blackface'" airil)ou. This 
animal was thought to be identical with the eastern woodland curiliou 
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until, in August, 18J)J), Mr. Ernest Thompson-Scton described it as a 
new species under the name of Rangif*^ montanus^ tlie type being a 
mounted specimen from Revelstoke, in the Selkirk range of British 
Columbia. The northern limits of its range are at present unknown, 
but it is possible that it fades gmdually into the next species, Itaiujlftr 
oHbomi. Nearly two years prior to the discovery of i?. monUinus^ 
Mr. Andrew J. Stone killed in the Cassiar Mountains of northern 
British Columbia six sjxicimens of a very large caribou, which were 
shipped to the Americiin Museum of Natural History' in New York, 
but were delayed on the way and did not reach New York until after 
the description of R, rnontanus had been published. 

This new caribou from the Cassiar Mountains was generally con- 
sidered to be identical with R, numtanu^^ but the writer believed, from 
antlers of the Cassiar animal he had seen, that further comparison 
would result in proving them to l>c distinct species. To this end he 
secured for the American Museum four carilK)u from the type locality 
of R. montanuB, As a result, the Cassiar specimens were described 
as Rangifiir osharni^ in honor of Professor Henry Fairfield Osborn. 
The R, (Mhf^rni are found living throughout the year in the high 
mountains abov^e timber line, and are the largest and handsomest cari- 
bou known — large males weighing from 550 to 700 pounds, and conse- 
quently approaching the wapiti in size. 

A specimen killed in the sunmier of 1902 measured 4 feet 11 inches 
in height at shoulder and 7 feet 9 inches in length. This is one of 
the largest individual caribou of which we have authentic record. 

Like most animals of the damp Pacific coast, both the R. oshonii 
and R, niontayuiH are very dark, the latter in fact almost as black as a 
moose. The antlers of Osl)orn's caribou are large and sweeping, and 
are charact^^rized by large size, often palmation and prongs at the end 
of the main l^eam. The posterior prong on the main benm is nearly 
alwa3s very heavy. The brow antlers also are sometimes greatly 
developed. The I'ange of this animal is probably much the same as 
that of Stone's mountsiin sheep, the southern limit in each case ))eing 
the Rocky Mountain divide separating the headwaters of the Peace 
and Fraser rivers. On the north this splendid animal proba))l3^ extends 
into Alaska and the headwaters of the Yukon River. 

Prof. J. A. Allen describes the relations of 7?. montanus and R, 
oHhornl as follows: 

Rdugifrr viotiiamm, in \sLte Septenil)er i)elage, may Ik^ (le8cribe<l in general terms sa 
a black faril)ou, with the ne<^k and Rhonldern, especially in the males, much lighter 
than the Inxly and limbs; while R. ipslform^ in corresiKmding jK'lage, is a brown 
carilH)U, with mn<'h mort^ white on the rump and posterior ventral surface, and the 
whole neck and shoulders, as well aw the back and liml)6, much lighter than in 
R. montnnus. 

The specimens of R. montanta* are without measurements, hot the species is appar- 
ently about the same size as R. osfHtml, m^ shown bv the measurements of the skull. 
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Ill addition to the marked contrast in color, there are strikinjj: differences in the 
size an<l form of the antlerH in the two forms, tlie antlers of R. montanus being of the 
typical woodland caribou type, and in their relative shortness and much-branched 
character recall strongly the antlers of R. terraeiuyvae^ but they are much lighter and 
more slender than in that si)eciea. They have the same abnipt upward curs^ature of 
the main beam, in contrast with the much longer and heavier and more depressed 
backward-sweeping main beam seen in R. osborni. 

NEWFOUNDLAND CARIBOU. 

Toward the end of the Pleistocene period the island of Newfound- 
land, extending over the now submerged banks to the southeast, was 
connected with Labrador over the Straits of Belle Isle, which even 
now are little more than 1) miles wide. Between Newfoundland and 
Cape Breton and Nova Scotia on the west, the present Straits of Calx)t 
formed part of a deep sea which extended into the Gulf of St. Law- 
rence. This land connection to the north explains the distribution of 
fauna upon the island, especially the a))sence of moose, which on the 
north shore of the St. Lawrence appear to have never extended east 
of the Saguenay Kiver into Labnidor. 

Until recently it was believed that caribou crossed the Straits of 
Belle Isle when they were occasionally frozen over, and that the type 
found on the island was considered to be identical wnth that on the 
mainland, forming at best no more than a well-marked local race. It 
is now known that no such crossings occur. Since 1896 they have 
been recognized as a separate species of woodland caribou {RayujlftT 
terracnov(tf)^ and until the discovery of the Cassiar Mountiiin caribou 
were considered the largest and handsomest representatives of the 
genus. The nearest relatives of the R, ttrraeiwvae are of course the 
li, rarihou of the adjoining mainland. 

Two types of cari])ou are recognized by the natives of Newfoundland. 
The smaller variety, inhabiting the southwest portion of the island 
south and west of Grand Pond, where the country is timbered with 
hard wood, is locally known as the "mountain carilx)u," and is said 
not to migmte. The antlers are for the most part nuich smaller than 
those of the larger and ])ettor-known animal in the east and north of 
the island. There is no satisfactory explanation of the existence of 
these two types, but there are many similar instances among the various 
members of the deer family. Some moose are short legged and thick 
bodied, with widely palmated antlers, in contnist to otiiers which are 
taller and more rangv. In the Adirondacks a similar contrast is found 
between the ordinary deer and the meadow buck, or swamp deer. The 
swamp deer has a thick ])ody, short legs, and black dorsal stripe. Its 
antlers, which sometimes present the ))ifurcated prong of the closely 
allied nuile deer of the West, have a heavy beam and burr thickly 
studded with small knobs. These variations, however, must be con- 
fined to individuals, as both forms mingle freely, and in fact these 
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special c'hanu'tcrs appear to be coiitined to the males. In Newfoundland, 
however, the smaller or mountain race inhabits a distinct locality. 

The larger variety migmtes annually, goin^if north in the spring and 
returning hi September, in bands of live to ten, seldom numbering 
over twenty-live. These bands are generally led by an old doe, while 
the " stags," as the bulls are called in Newfoundland, are usually found 
in pairs. Many of the linest stjigs, however, do not migrate, but 
remain on the high barrens of the south. The migratory habits of 
the animals have been grcjitly distuibed by the recently completed 
milroad, along the line of which a cordon of sportsmen formerly 
gathered in the fall, shooting at everything that passed. If this had 
contiiuied a few^ 3^ears more the result would have been the separation 
of the caribou into two herds, as was the case of the butfalo when the 
Union Pacific liailroad lirst crossed the United States. 

The velvet is shed during the Hrst week of September, and for some 
time after the antlers are bright red in color, due not to dried blood 
but to the rubbing of the antlers against spruce trees and alders. 

As a geneml thing, only those antlers which have a double-brow 
antler count high in points, a point being delined as a knob upon which 
a watch can be hung. Ont5 of the handsomest and most highly prized 
types of antlers is locally known as the *" going-back head,-' belonging 
to old stags on the decline; the beam is extremely massive, and the 
points sliort and numerous. 

Antlers with 30 points are considered to form a good head. Forty 
points are rare, and the days of the 50-pointers aj)pear to have passed, 
even if they ever existed. In the future the liner antlers will become 
increasingly mre, as one of the lirst symptoms of the decline of any 
given race of deer is the deteriomtion of antlers. In proof of this, 
witness the increasing scarcity of handsome wapiti heads. This also 
holds good of the moose of Maine and New Brunswick, where the l>est 
heads scarcely e([ual the averagi* of those taken along the Upper Ottawa 
River. The antlers of the Scottish red deer are as inferior to those 
taken in the (jerman forest as the latter are in turn inferior to Hun- 
garian antlers from the same species. In all those countries collections 
of antlers dating back sevenil centuries show a tremendous decline in 
the ))est heads. Antlers in the castle of Moritzberg, near Dresden, 
dating from the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, are so large that 
it is difficult to believe that the animals which bore them were of the 
same species as their degenerate descendants in the neighboring forests. 
This deterioration is chieflv brought about bv long-continued elimina- 
tion of the best stags, but too close inbreeding has probably aided the 
general decline. 

A new^ game law^ was enacted in 190:^ which show\s a ver}- earnest 
puri)ose on the part of the Newfoundland authorities to proUn-t their 
magnilicent herds of caribou, if the law can be enforced against the 
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natives, as well as against the visiting sportsmen, the former indis- 
criminate slaughter of deer can be regulated, if not stopped. The 
difficulties of educating the natives of new countries to respect game 
laws are, it is needless to say, very great. The new law, however, 
organizes the local guides and makes them to some extent responsible 
for the observance of the law. This is, of course, a great step in the 
right direction. The prohibition of water killing, a special close time 
during the migrating season, and the prohibition of hunting within 
five miles of the railroad, are also features which commend the new 
law very strongly to all interested in game preservation. The deer, 
however, have been so abundant in the past that they are still regarded 
by the natives as their chief supply of fresh meat, and it will be some 
years before the Newfoundlanders themselves come to realize that 
intelligent and efficient protection is in their own interest. This, how- 
ever, is the history of the enforcement of game laws everywhere. 
The law itself must bo in advance of public opinion, and complete 
enforcement of the law can only be achiev^ed long after the statutes 
are on the books. 

In closing, the writer desires to acknowledge his indebtedness to 
Prof. J. A. Allen, to Mr. Andrew J. Stone for much of the informa- 
tion, and for many of the photographs which appear in this article, 
and to Mr. F. A. Lucas, of the United States National Museum at 
Washington, to Mr. A. S. Reed, of Victoria, British Columbia, to 
Mr. R. T. Varnum, Mr. Chas. D. Cleveland, Mr. Wm. T. Hornaday, 
Mr. C. Grant La Farge, and Mr. Arthur Moore, of New York, for 
illustrations. 
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